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to retrieve the Piety and 


Devotion of te Primitive Times, 
the promoting frequent Communion 


has had no mconſiderable' Influence; 
and as this Ancient Practice recovers 


its true Perfection, we may reaſon» 
ably expect, that the wonderful Ef- 
fects of it will appear in the Lives 


and Converſation of Chriſtians. 


The Duty is ſelf ſeems at preſent 
much 4 u erſtood than it was 


formerly, when many very unwary Diſ- 


courſes upon the Subject rather diſ- 


couraged than exci red Men to t 
performance of it. The Preparation 


was look'd upon as ſo difficult and 
burdenſome, and ſo great aPerfe&ion 


of Vertue required in the Receivers, 
Hat all fincere Beginners in Religion 


were inclined to think, that the ſacred 


Inſtitution no ways related to fh 3 
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be PR ETA. 
and the Men of Buſineſs, tbo" other- 
wiſe very ſerious, were of the Opinion, 
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ceſſary than they could ſpare, * not 
ſelves, 4 


cure the Pardon and Peace of ſuch 
penitent Souls as haue frequented the 


that ſa much more Retirement wasne- 


eing able to prepare themſelves, ac- 
cording to ſuch Schemes, they altoge- 
ther laid afidethe Duty, and reſerved 
the Holy Communion for their Via- 
ticum in their laſt Hours; which, tho 
an admirable means to ſettle and ſe- 


bi 
C 


Altar in the time of their Health and 


Nigour; yet, I am afraid, will but 


little avail thoſe who have wilfully 
neglected it all along in Life. 
"Now if Chriſtians did but ſeriouſly 


conſider, that the beſt Preparation for 
Celebrating the Holy Myſteries, con- 


fiſted in a conſtant Care to govern their 

wes by the Precepts of the Goſpel ; 
and that it was ſufficient if . ap- 
proach'd the Lord's Table with honeſt 
and devout Minds, heartily and ſiu- 
cerely reſoluing to mend their Lives, 
n "> and 
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all means to become better; It is im- 
poſſible, J ſay, if Men's Minds were 
poſſeſſed with this right Notion of the 
matter, andthat they really deſigned to 
be true to their Chriſtian P ro fon: 


but that they ſhould embrace all Oppor- 


timities of receiving the Holy Sacras . 


ment, and lament every reaſonable 
Canſe of their abſence as a 155 Miſ- 


fortune, becauſe it is the beſt means to 


enable them to diſcharge their Duty... 
And indeed the Religion we hve h. 
is the Religion we muſt receive l) 
tho the method many Men take upon: 
theſe Occaſions tempt one to beheve; * 
they think there is a great difference” 


between them. 
For my part, I could never diſco- 


der any Duty, va one inſtructed 


in the Nature of this holy Action, 
that a Man was obliged to, before 
recerving the holy Communion, that 
Was not his Duty ſome time or other, 
the” be forbore C ommunicating. For the 


A 3 Sacra- | 


& © 7 
. 1 
* 
* 


and really witling and deſirous to uſe ; 


* 
34 
3 


— Py 
+ © 
b 1 
a 
— 


9 ut 
-» 
: 
" Z 
N « — 
„ 
7 w 


> +4 


"CT - . 
7 7 — * 0 
= . þ 
— * 
_ * 


T be PR ETA. 
= Sacrament does not fo much oblige us to 
nem Duties, as enable us to Jas. 5 good 
thoſe Obligations, which the Profeſſion 
of Chriſtzanity has already laid upon us. 
They that are acquainted with Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory, know very well, 
that the Euchariſt in the pureſt Ages 
of the Church, made a tk of their 
Publick Service; and when the Deævo- 
tion of Chriſtians began to decline, they 
yet always _ the Lord's Day cele- 
brated the Chriſtian Sacrifice. Our 
Second Service at the Altar ſeems de- 
WY  fefive without a confermable Prattice 
Ll to Antiquity inthis point, and the Holy 
4 Exerciſes of the Lord's Day appear to 
want their due Perfection without theſe 
Euchariſtical Devotions, To this pur- 
poſe, our Church has encouraged a con- 
fant weekly Communion, by permitting: 
Rubrick after it to be celebrated where 
Commun. three or four Perſons are 
ready and willing to Communicate, 

4 being aſſured by our Saviour, that 
where two or three are gatMered to- 
IV gether 
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The PREFACE. 
Igether in his Name, there he is bim- 
H in the midſt of them. And if the 
Parochial Miniſter ſhould begin with 
uch a ſmall Number, it is likely they 
would quickly increaſe, at leaſt it will 
demonſtrate bis own Zeal to (hew 
forth the Lord's Death, and may 
bring a Bleſſing upon his Pariſh, as 
well as upon. the other Labours of 
bis Holy Function. 1 

In Order to quicken the eſtabliſhing 
of — 5 — cannot 

orbear E an ervation 
"= by 4 57 the Reverend Cler- 
gy, who haue been zealous in this 
Matter, That where Communions 
have been frequent, the Number of 
the Communicants have ſeuſibly in- 
creaſed; which, 1 think, ought to be 
no ſinall Encouragement to haus the 
Holy Myſteries celebrated in all Pariſh 
Churches every Lord's Day ; Pg 
this ſhews a great Diſpoſition in the - 
Laity to be brought to a Senſe of their 
Duty, and conſequently muſt animate 
4 A 4 the 


The PREFA CI. 
the Zeal of their Paſtors to give then 
fuch frequent Opportunities of com- 
memorating-the- Death and Paſſion 6 
our Bleſſed Saviour. AY 

To this Holy End and Purpoſe I 
have endeavoured by proper Argus 
ments to preſs the Duty of frequent 
Communion pon the Conſciences of 

Men; for all thoſe Motives that per- 
ſuade us to communicate at all, ought 
10 prevail upon us to do it often';, and 
7 appears to me very plain, that no 

ſincere Chriſtian, not otherwiſe lam- 

Fully hinder d, cun juſtiſie going out 

5 che Church 4s con; Chriſtian Sa- 
crifice is celebrated; nor is there any 
Pretence or Excuſe ſufficiently valid 

for a Man, that is in earneſt with. 

Religion, to turn bis Back upon the 
Holy Table, when the heavenly 

Banquet is there prepared. 

Thave no Deſign to puſh thoſe forward 
that have pitched their Tents in the 

Quarters of the Enemy, becauſe being 

wnder-the Power of evil Habits, their 
receiving 
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The PREFACE, 
ml receiving, as well as praying, muſt ag 
me — oh Crimes, and increaſe | 
their Condemnation; they cannot par- 
take of the Table of the Lord, and 
live and blaſpheme as if they partooł 
„F the Table of Devils. And tis in 
t N Vain to perſirade ſuch People to be con- 
f Bl verted, in order to make themſelves 
7 


fit to receive often, becauſe this Mo- 
tive will male little or no Impreſſion - 
upon thoſe that are ſo deſtitute of 
Faith and the Love of God. But I 

all ſuch honeſt Minds and candid 
Readers, who have a juſt Concern fur 
the Welfare of their Souls, will con- 
ſider ſo ſeriouſly the weight of thoſe 
Anſwers that are given to the moſt - 
plauſible Objections againſt frequent 
Communion, as to reform this Neglett 

if they have been hitherto Guilty. 

I have moreover ſet in ita true 
Light the great Care our Holy Mo» 
ter, the Church f England, bas 
taken to prevent the Profanation of 
the Lord's Supper; and did our own 
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Members godern themſelves more ex- 
Adly, according to ſuch admirable 
Rules, or did thoſe who differ from 
11s more thoro'ly weigh the Exce 
of them, we ſhould hear no more 0 
thaſe Objectious they are wont to make 
againſt our Diſcipline in this Point. 
Thave particularly takenCare to ſhew 
that this Chriſtian Inſtitution was 
ordained not only-to put us in Mind of 
thoſe great Bleſſmgs which ourSaviour 
purchaſed for us by his Death; for what 
Man, that refletts upon bis Chriſtia- 
nity, can eaſily forget them? But that 
it was alſo eſtabliſhed as a ſacred Rite 
to ſupplicate God the Father by the 
Merits of our Saviour's Paſſion, repre- 
ſenting to him the Symbols of his Body 
and Blood, that thereby he may become 
favourable and propitious to us. This 
Senſe of it is agreeable to Scripture, 
s it was underſtood bythoſe wboltued 
nigheſt to the Times of the Apoſtles z 
and has been evidently proved by 
the Learned, Judicious, and Pious 
W. Mede. I 
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The PREF AGE. 
I muſt freely confeſs, that the Sum 


and Subſtance of the following Trea- 


tiſe was printed in a Catechetical Form 
in the Chapter of the Vigils in The 
Companion for theFeſtwals and Faſts 
of the Church; 1 deference 
to the concurring Judgment of ſome - 
worthy Divines and Lay-Men of my - 
Acquaintance, it now appears in ano- - 
ther Dreſs, with ſome Enlargements, þ. 
more ealily to be purchaſed by all ſorts 
of People. They were ſo indulgent to 
the Compoſition which they defired, as 
to think it might be ſerviceable to the 
Intereſt of Religion; an Argument, 
which I am willing to own, I at not 
able to ræſiſt; for I hope I ſball be al- 
ways ready to ſioſtain the ſhock of the 
ſevereft worldly Cenfure, when the 
Providence of God offers me a probable 
Opportumity of doing the leaft Good. 
To make it more effectual to that 
End, I baue added upon this Occaſion 
the Devotional part, which in ſome 
meaſure owes its Original to the Anct> 
— 4 6 ent 
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I be PREFACE. 
ent Liturgies of the Chriſtian Church 
1 ohichl have carefully perus'd,and haue 


| | "tranſplanted many a pious Though 
1 and warm Expreſſion from thoſe Sour 
WF. ces into this private Compoſure, 
I am very ſenſible this Subject has 

| exerciſed ho Pens of many learned 
and devout Perſons :; and tho I think 

ave abound too much with Diſcourſes 
upon the Argument of Preparation, 
wwhereinthe 42400 A of Practical Di- 
vinity is introduced, as if it was only 

| cates at ſuchtimes, yet I am of the 
Opinion we cannot exceed in multiply- 
ing Books upon the Devotional Part; 
the Tempers and Apprehenſions of Men 
being ſo different, that what does not 
Aſfect one, may touch another; and fo 
that Subſtantial Piety and Devotion 
are improving, too mary Inſtruments 
eannot be employed in adyancingthem. 


| Auxitz5 Rob. Nelſon. 
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1 Chriſtian — 


is no wonder chat Men, who, 4 
are not ſerious in the Buſmeſs of 2 
Religion , and who frequent the 
Church only in complyance witig 


bedience to an eſtabliſh'd Cuſtom, 
ſhould neglect one of the greateſt Ad- 
vuantages of the Chriſtian Lite, I mean + 
the receiving the Holy Sacrament : of 5 
Chriſt's Body and Blood: But that Chri- 
ſtians, otherwiſe very | devout, and 
not lawfully hindred, - who have; the 
Fear of God before their Eyes, and 
who aim at pleaſing Him in all their 
Actions * ſhould ever turn their vas 
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the Fafhion of the World, and in O- 


2 - The Dur y Frequenting | 
upon his Holy Table, and when invited 
to commemorate the meritorious Sæcri- 
ice of the Death of Chriſt, ſhould re- 
fuſe to give ſuch an eaſie Inſtance of 
a thankful Heart , is really matter of 
Aſtoniſnment; becauſe they do there- 
by-negle& the moſt effectual means of 
growing in Grace, and overlook the 
beſt Method of attaining what they 
moſt ſincerely purpoſe and deſire. 

Iam apt indeed to think this their 
bad Conduct chiefly proceeds from the 
want of a true Senſe of their Duty in 
this Particular. Their great Deſire to 
perform an a ble Sacrifice to God, 
fills their Minds with lively apprehen- 
ſions of the great Danger of being un- 

. "worthy Commumicants ; ſo that they 
do not give themſelves leiſure to at- 
tend to thoſe Conſiderations that en- 
force the Neceſſity of the Duty; and 
therefore do not ſuffer their Thoughts 
to dwell upon the great hazard they 
run, in neglecting to execute a plain 
Command of our Bleſſed Saviour; 
which is more da to their Sal- 
vation than peformimg it after an im- 
fect manner. The Duty therefore 
being indiſpenſable, the quit Conſe- 


quence . 


the CHRISTIAN SACRIEICE. 3 


quence we ſhould draw from the Dan- 
ger of unworthy Receiving, ſhould be 
the Neceſſity of exciting our ſelves to 
great Care and Diligence in preparing 
our ſelves for the due diſcharge of it; 
but never to delude our ſelves by falſe 
Reaſons into ſuch a neglect as will cer- 
tainly increaſe our Guilt, and add 
our Puniſhment. | 

As for thoſe who never partake of 
the Holy Commumon during their 
whole Lives, for fear leſt their Sins 
{hould receive a freſh Aggravation by 
being committed after fo ſolemn an 
Obligation to be Religious; it is plain 
they run into a very great Error. For 
one main reaſon hy Sin becomes more 
heinous after repeated Obligations to 
the contrary, 1s, becauſe it is committed 
with greater Deliberation, and-againſt 
clearer Conviction : When therefore a 
Man, who believes Religion, and un- 
derſtands the Obligations it lays upon 
him, omits this Duty for no other fen 
ſon, but that he may fin, as he thinks, 
2 8 

y deliberate, F 

clear Conviction z; and he moreover - 
adds to them a contemptuous neglect 
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4 Te OBLIGATIONS 7o © 

of the means of becoming better. 
In order therefore to make this ſhort 
Diſcourſe more uſeful upon ſo impor- 
tant a Subject, I ſhall reduce it to the 
following Method. | 

Firſt, I ſhall inquire into thoſe Obli- 
gations: that lie upon all Chriſtians to 
receive the Holy Communion, and to fre- 
quent the Chriſtian Sacrifice. 

Secondly, I ſhall ſhew what Prepara- 
tion is neceſſary to perform this Duty 


after an acceptable manner. | 
- Thirdly, I-ſhall endeavour to anſwer 
ſome Objeftions againſt frequent Com- 
mmon. = 
Fourthly, I ſhall lay before you be 
great advanta ro frequent Communion. 
 Fifthly, I th ſhew the parricular 
Care the Church of England has taken 
zo prevent the Profanation of the Lord's 
Supper. E 
Sixibly, I ſhall add ſome Directious 
as to the manner of performing it, with 
ſuitable Devotions on ſuch Occaſions. 


Firſt, I ſhall enquire into thoſe OÞlz- - 
gations that lie upon all Chriſtians to re- 
cerve the. Holy Communion, and to fre» 
quent the Chriſtian Sacrifice, —— 7 


Frequent COMMUNION. 8 

The #r/# Argument for the perfor- 
mance fp this Chriſtian * ariſes 
from the poſitive Command of our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, the Author of our 
Religion. It is from this Anointed of 
the Lord that we are denominated 
Chriſtians, which implies a firm Behef 
of thoſe Doctrines which he has re- 
vealed, and a ſtedfaſt purpoſe of Mind 
to perform thoſe Precepts which he 
has commanded : We moreover ſo- 
lemnly promiſed in our Vow of Bap- 
tiſm, to govern all our Actions by the 
Rule of his Holy Goſpel. Therefore 
to perſiſt in the neglect of a plain Law 
of our Lord and 'Maſtge, ſufficiently 
made known to us, is no ways con- 
ſiſtent with our Engagement, nor with 
that Character we profeſs, of being his 
Diſciples. Beſides, our Obedience in 
this Particular pays a peculiar regard 
to his Authority ; for this Duty being 
2 poſitive Injunction, receives all its 
Force from his Right to Command. 
Now that our Saviour has made it 
the Duty of all Chriſtians to frequent 
this commemorative Sacrifice, is plain 
from the Hiſtory of its Inſtitution, in 
the cloſe of which our a+. 
| * 
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6 The OBL1caTIONs 70 
this poſitive Injunction, Do this in 
K remembrance of me : By 
rute aa. which, as the holy Apo- 
ſtles were obliged to do to others as 
dur Saviour had done to them, viz. to 
bleſs, break, and give the Bread to all 
that joyned with them in theſe holy 
Services; ſo were all Chriſtians here- 
by engaged to receive from them 
and their Succeſſors, theſe Symbols of 
Chriſts Body and Blood. By this 
Precept therefore the Communion of 
Chriſt's Body and Blood, as repreſent- 
ed by Bread and Wine in the Holy 
Sacrament, is made the ſtanding Me- 
morial of his Death and Sufferings in 
all Chriſtian Aſſemblies to the end of 
the World. St. Paul, who received 
from the Lord himſelf what he taught 
concerning this holy Inſtitution, re- 
ts the ſame Command, 
. 1575 do in remembrance of 
me. And if we conſider the Circum- 
ſtances of this Command, it will ſtill 
have a greater influence upon us; for 
it was given by our beſt Friend, and 
greateſt Benefactor, when he was about 
to lay down his Life for our ſakes. 
They are as it were his dying Words 
to 
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Frequent COMMUNION. 7 


lowers; and therefore ought to be re- 
ceived with the greateſt Reſpect and 
Deference imaginable, In purſuance 
of this Precept, we find the nrit Chri- 
ſtians did not continue more ſtedfaſtly 
in the Apoſtles Doctrine, than they com- 
municated in Prayer and g, F: 
breaking of Bread, It be- 4 
ing Ä known, that the Publick Wor- 
ſhip, the Synaxit of the ancient Chri- 
ſtians, conſiſted of theſe three parts, 
Of Hearing God's Word. of Prayers, and 
0 1 5 F Chriſt in the Hu- 
chartſt, 342 5 
The ſecond Argument for the per- 
formance of this Chriſtian Duty ariſes 
from the Nature of the Duty it ſelf. 
It is a piece of Worſhip appropriated 
to the Chriſtian Religion, by which in 
a peculiar manner we profeſs our ſelves 
Followers of the Bleſſed Jeſus. The 
Heathens and AMabometans offer up 
Prayers and Praiſes to God; and by 
the Light of Nature apply themſelves 
to infinite Power for the relief of their 
Neceſſities, and return their Thanks 
to infinite Goodneſs, as the Source 
from whence they receive all their 
8 Bleſlings. 
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to all his ſincere Diſciples and 8 


8 Tbe Onttcartrons to 
Bleſſings. The Fews, by ſlaying of 
Beaſts, and by burning Incenſe, invo- 
cated God, and praiſed and bleſſed 
him for thoſe Mercies of which they 
partook. But Chriſtians only ſet be- 
fore God Bread and Wine in the Eu- 
chariſt, as Figures or Images of the pre: 
cious Blood of Chriſt ſhed for us, and of 
his precious Body, as it is expreſſed in 
the Clementine Liturgy. And there- 
fore we cannot be ſaid ſo properly to 
worſhip as Chriſtians, as when we join 
in chole ſacred Myſteries that Chrift 
has made peculiar to his own Reli- 
gion: And it cannot be imagined , 
that it ſhould be at our own Diſpoſal, 
whether we would perform it or no; 
when it was ordained as the peculiar 
Service of Chriſtians, to diſtinguiſn 
them from all other Worſhippers of 
the Deity ; and as the principal Act 
whereby we partake of the Sacrifice 
of Chriſt made upon the Croſs, and 
without which our publick Service 
wants its due Perfection. Upon which 
account the Primitive Chriſtians (at 
leaſt for a time in ſome Places) on 
no Day held their publick Aſſemblies 
Jo # aw this Chriſtian Sacrifice, Fuſtin 
. Aartyr 
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Frequent COMMUNION. 
artyr in his Second Apology inſtances 
n this Sacred Ordinance, as a conſtant 
art of the Lord's DayService;and there 
s no great doubt, but that each Lord's 
Day yy i frag Diet that ſet time 
bn which Pliny tells the „ : 
Emperor Laas, the Chri- 1 1197 : 
ſtians in Bythinia met together to bind 
themſelves with an Oath, not to ſteal 
or rob , or withold what was 1 
ſited with them, or commit any ſort 
of Wickedneſs. And long after, in the 
time of St. Baſil, who com- Epiſt. 2095. add 
Cæſar. 


mends a daily Communi- 
on, he ſhews us how near 
the Practice in his Days came to it: 
The Chriſtians then not only cammuni- 
cated conſtantly four times a Week, but 
on other Days when they celebrated the 
Alemory of any Martyr. And the Faitb- 
/ul, that joined in all other parts of 
the Publick Worſhip, never failed in 
partaking of the Bleſſed Sacrament. 
What Opinion the ancient Chriſtians 
had of thoſe that turned their Backs 
upon this Holy Ordinance, may be 
collected from one of thoſe =; 

Canons which are called An. IX. 


Apoſtolical ; whereby all the Faith 
SR. 


10 The OBTrexrTroNs 2 
that came to their 8 Aſſemblie 
and heard the Holy Scriptures, ani 
did not continue to partake of th 
Holy Sacrament, were liable to h 
ſeparated from the Communion d 
Chriſtians. | 

The third Argument for the perfor- 
mance of this Chnftian Duty ariſes 
from the great Beyefrs that are an. 
nerd to the worthy participation of this 
Holy Ordinance. By the Nature of our 
Circumſtances in this World, we are 
ſurrounded with variety. of Tempta- 
tions, no Condition of Life being free 
from the Aſſaults of our Spiritual Ene- 
mies: So that it but too frequent- 
Iy happens, that we become a Prey 
to their Attempts, and are prevailed 
upon to tranſgreſs our Duty. Now 
when we are brought to a Senſe of our 
Follies, and our Souls are pierced with 
an unfeigned Sorrow for having com- 
mitted them; what ſurer Method have 
we to procure our Pardon from God, 
than by ſbewing forth the Lord's Death, 
by repreſenting his bitter Paſſion to 
the Father, that ſo he would for his 
ſake, according to the Tenour of his 
Covenant in him, be favourable 'and 
Piropitious 


0 
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Frequent COMMUNION, 11 
ropitious to us miſerable Sinners? We 
all know, by fatal Experience, how un- 
able we are of our ſelves to do any 
hing that is good; but this heavenly 
Banquet is the Food and Nouriſhment 
pf our Souls; it gives new- Life and 
igour to our pious Reſolutions, and 
conveys Power and Strength to per- 
form our Duty.- We are convinced , 
niz that the Satisfactions of this Life can 
ur never compleat our Happineſs : But 
re {this Holy Sacrament inſpires a Hope 
to be made equal to Angels; and no 
» Wi: than the Kingdom of Heaven is 
hereby made our Inheritance. So that 
a Man muſt be very inſenſible of his 
own Intereſt, that _— one of the 
beſt Inſtruments of advancing his Spi- 
ritual Welfare; and what- can the Con- 
cern of the whole World promiſe us, 
compared to the Advantage of ſuch 
gracious Vouchſafements ? Neither is 
it probable, that a Man ſhould retain 
a very grateful Senſe of thoſe ſtupen- 
dous Bleſſings haſed for us by the 
Death of ik, when he es to 
ive ſuch an eaſie Inſtance of a thank - 
Heart. If therefore we pay any 
regard to the poſitive Command of 
| our 
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our Saviour; if we are concerned to 
proclaim to the World, that we are 
really the Diſciples of Jeſus; if we 
are ſolicitous about growing in Grace, 
and deſire above all things the Im- 
rovement of our Minds in all Chri- 
ian Vertues, and breath after a Life 
without Sorrow and without Sin ;- we 
muſt conſtantly attend this Holy Or- 
dinance, from whence we may expect 
the Pardon of our Sins, and all the 
other Benefits of Chriſt's Paſſion. 
And when we are once convinced of 
thoſe Obligations that enforce the Pra- 
ctice of this Duty, we mult take care 
never to turn our Backs upon this Ho- 
Iy Ordinance. The trueſt Meaſure of 
our Duty in this Particular, is to be 
taken from thoſe Opportunities which 
the good Providence of God affords to 
us for this purpoſe; there being no 
better way of determining the frequen- 
cy of our Obligation to receive, than 
this of God's giving us the Opportu 
nity. According to this Rule the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians practiſed; who ne- 
ver withdrew themſelves from the 
Lord's Supper, when it made a part 


of the publick Worſhip. And it is mM 
5 tne 


— 


e Communion of the Sacrament, as 
is in the Communion of Pra 

d other parts of publick Werfhip ; 
are bound to joyn in them when 
yportunities offer for the perform- 
them, and we are not otherwiſe 
ylully hinderd. Whoever | there- 
> ſhall negle& to communicate, and 
ires from the Holy Table, when the 


her does not thoroughly underſtan 
Duty in this — or muſk 


> Commumon ſuggeſts to us; Who 
d not think it 4 great Injury and 
ong done to him, if be had prepared 
ich Feaſt, and decked bis Table with 
kind of Proviſion, ſa that there lac - 


yet it at they who were called, with- 


ſe to come? And how can it Fer 
agined, that a Man has a true Love 


nankful Remembrance of them, 
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avenly Banquet is there prepared , nl 


very defective · in the performance 
it. For as the Exhortation before 


nothing, but the Gueſts to fit down, 
any Cauſe, ſhould m unthankfully f 
his Saviour, or a grateful Senſe of 
Sutterings, that ſhall retuſe to make 


en our Saviour has commanded it, N 
the Providence -of God offers him 
B tie 2 


— * 
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14 The Nature of Preparation 
the Opportunity? I ſhall conclude tl 
Head with the Judgment of two e 
nent Fathers, St. Chryſoſtom and St. 4 
broſe, whereby we may gueſs at t. 
Senſe. of the. Greek and the Lat 
Church, in relation to this Pract 
The firſt St. Chryſoſtom delivers | hy 
felf after this manner; He who d 
not allow himſelf in the Practice of a 
known Sin, ought every Day 19 approa 
the Holy Table; but it tis ae 
Him, ts bas contracted a Habit of & 


uing, and does not ſincerely repent the 
of, to communicate even upon the great 


Feſtival. St. Ambroſe gives us his G 
nion, by way of Advice, in theſe Wore 
concerning the Holy Sacrament, 
cerve daily what. will be of daily 4 
vantage to you : So live, that you 
be fit to recerve every Day; for he th 
7s not fit to receive every Day, is not 
to receide once 'a Jear. | | 


| Secondly, I {hall ſhew what Prepar 
tion is neceſſary to perform this Du 
after an acceptable manner. 

When we ſpeak of Preparation k 
the Holy Sacrament, we ſuppoſe ul 
Candidates to have been educated! 

: J 


„r Freqient ComMmMuUSION. 15 
le Ute Belief of the Chriſtian Religion, 
0 enF:.2t they have taken upon themſelves 
t. Mie ſolemn Vow made at their Bap- 
at an, that they are inſtructed in what 
neceſſary for à Chriſtian to believe 
d practiſe, and that they have in 
ne meaſure performed thoſe Engage- 
Wents which they folemnly ratified at 
cir Confirmation. And therefore I 
Wink it very adviſeable, before any 
e makes his firſt Commumon, that 
> ſhould 'conſult the Prieſt of his Pa- 
h, that he may be ſatisfied how far 
has complied with thoſe Obligations 
> has lain under to Faith and Obedi- 
ce, and may be farther examined-as 
thoſe Qualifications that make a Ma 
fit Gueſt at the Lortl's Table: And 
, Mien the requiſite Preparation will con- 
Wt in underſtanding what is the Nature 
ad End of that Holy Action, and in 
e actual Exerciſe of ſuch Chriſtian 
ertues, of which they are ſuppoſed to 
ehungtve laid a Foundation in the former 
DulBourſe of their Lives: . 2 
The firſt part of Preparation conſiſts 


on the informing our ſelves carefully in 
ſe UB: Nature and Frd of this Sacred In- 


ted rin Enquiring what is meant by 
B 2 thas 


16 The Horx Communion I. 
this Holy Addion, and to what pur, , 
xe this Bleſſed Sacrament was or 
dained. This n Knowledg il 
once attained, is 2 ſtanding Qualificaf, 
tion in all our future Communions 
and therefore we ought to take th 
More Pains to ſettle right Notions 4 
- -our Minds concerning this matter, bef 
cauſe they will be ſerviceable to us ii 
all the remaining part of our Lives 
In order to this purpoſe it will be nx 
cCeſſary to read over the Hiſtory of ti 
| 4 a ; Weng of this Chn 
£.20.17, 20. 1 4 C 1 
e e by the Evangelie 
Luke 22.7, 19. : ; 
1 Cor. 11. 24- and. M's St. Paul in I 
. Epiſtle to the Corintbi ani 
who received what he taught in th 
matter by a divine Revelation. St. Mat 
zbew's account of it is this, That as 0 
Saviour and his Diſciplies were eating 
the Paſlover, Feſus took Bread, an 
bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave it 1 
the Diſciples , and ſaid, Take, eat, thi 
7s my Body. And be took the Cup, an 
gave Thanks, and gave it to them, ſa) 
ing, Drink ye all of it, for this is n 
Blood of the New Teſtament, which 1 
ed for many for the Remiſſon of - 
| | li 
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. 1 ſay unto you, I will not drink 
I encefarth of this Fruit of the Vine, un- 
/ bar Day I drink it new with you 
as. my \Fatber's Kingdow. And when 
Shy Dad ſung 7 015 they went out 


he ito the Mount of Olives, St. Mark 
S$7akes the ſame Relation, and St. Luke 
dend St. Paul concur in the fame parti“ 
Tulars, with the addition of this po- 
itive Injunction, Do this in remem- 
Vance of me. From which places it 
Neill appear, that when our Saviour Je- 
ws Chriſt celebrated the Jewiſh Sacri- 
ice of the Paſſover with his Diſciples 
2 little before his Sufferings, he ſub- 
ſtituted the Sacrament of his Body and 
Plood, as the true Chriſtian Sacrifice, 
n the room of the Paſſover; and or- 
lained it as a Rite to invocate his Fa- 
ther by, inſtead of the manifold and 
Ploody Sacrifices of the Law, and to 
"Yb: a mean of Supplication and Addreſs 
Wo God in the New Teſtament, as they 
were in the Old. To which end our 
"Saviour firſt offers up the Creatures of 
Bread and Wine to God, as an acknow- 
Jledgment of his Sovereignty, by ta- 
king the Bread and Wine into his ſa- 
cred Hands, by looking up to Heaven, 


/ tains Man at his own Table, in token 
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and giving Thanks; and then by Bleſ 
ling the Elements, he makes them the 
Symbols of his Body and Blood, an 
dliſtributed them to his Diſciples, - ti 
eat and drink them in Commemoratiot 
of him. So that the Deſign of inſtitu 
ting the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup 
per, was to conſtitute a Chriſtian Sa: 
crifice, wherein God myſtically enter 


of Amity and Friendfhip with him); 
which that he might do, the Bread 
and the Wine are offered to God, to 
acknowledge him Lord of the Crea: 
tures z and , in the ancient 
Church they were laid on the Holy 
Table by the Prieſt, (as they are ſtall 
ordered to be done by the Rubrick in 
the Church of England) and tendred to 
. God by this ſhort Prayer, Lori, we offer 
by own out of what thot# baft bounti 
fully given us; which by Conſecration 
being made Symbols of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, we thereby repreſent 
to God the Father the Paſſion of he 
Son, to the end that: he may for hM>: 
fake, according to the Tenour of hi! 
Covenant in him, be favourable and” 
propitious to us, miſerable * In 
1 rr | lat 
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hat as Chriſt intercedes continually for 
es in Heaven, by preſenting his Death 
Ind Satisfaction to his Father; ſo the 
hurch on Earth in like manner may 
pproach the Throne of Grace, by re- 
xreſenting Chriſt unto his Father in 
heſe Holy Myſteries of his Death and 
A allion. That what every Chriſtian 
Joes mentally and vocally, when he re- 
ommends his Prayers to God the Father 
hrough Jefus Chriſt, making mention 
f his Death and Satisfaction; That in 
ohe publick Service of the Church is 
one by this Rite, which our Saviour 
commanded in Commemoration of him. 
The Hcenſe and Mincha, or the Of- 
fering propheſied of by Malacbi, I. II. 
vhereby God's Name was to be great a+ 
ang the Gentiles, is applied by the 
primitive Fathers to this Chriſtian Sa- 
rifice or ſolemn Worſhip in the Eucha- 
Writ, taught by our Bleſſed Saviour to 
bis Diſciples, to be obſerv'd by all that 
fſnould believe in his Name. The In- 
cenſe which denotes the Prayers of the 
Saints, repreſenting the ſpiritual part 
of the Chriftian Sacrifice, which is 
Prayer, Thankſgiving, and Comme- 
moration; the Alincha or Offering re- 

n B 4 preſenting 


te 
77 
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preſenting the material part thereof 
which is a Preſent of Bread and WI 
which may very well be called a Pu 
Offering, in reſpect of Chriſt whom! 
ſigniſies and repreſents, who is a 
erifice without all Spot, Blemiſh, an 
Imperfection. 

T he Ancients held the Oblation 
the Euchariſt to be anſwerable in ſom 
reſpects to the legal Sacrifices. The 

believed that our Bleſſed Saviour of 
Dow the Sacrament of the Euchari 
as a Rite of Prayer and Praiſe to God 
inſtead of the manifold and bloody Sa 
crifices of the Law. That the legal 
Sacrifices . 9 * i» puta" God 

N y, and tor praiſing and 
© 0h. 2 2, bleſſing him for his Mer 
Ezr. 6. 10. cies, is evident from Scrip 
Proy. 15.8. ture. Inſtead therefore 
2 Chron.29.27., of ſlaying of Beaſts, and 
burning Incenſe, whereby they praiſed | 
God and called upon his Name unde 
the Old Teſtament , our Saviour un 
der the New appointed this Sacrament 
of Bread and Wine, as a Rite where 
by to give Thanks and make Suppli 
cation Td his Father in his Name. That 
a" the _ Sacrifices were Types and 
Shadows 
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oFhadows of the great Sacrifice on the 
roſs, and had a Relation to Chriſt that 
as to come, ſo the Chriſtian Sacrifice 

f Bread and Wine looks back and has a 
Relation to Chriſt that was crucifhed. 
There was alſo among the Jem an 
ncient Tradition, as has been ob- 


* Theodorus Bibliander, lib. 2. de S. Trinitate. 
rat apud veteres Hebrzos dogma receptiſſimum, in 
rentu Meſſie Benedicti ceſſatura eſſe omnia le- 
lia Sacrificia tantumque celebrandum Sacrificium 
hoda: Gratiarum act ionis, Laudis yu Ggnts. 
0 Confeſſtonis, oo illud peragendum cat Zander vel gra- 
ine & vino; ſicuti Melchiſedec "= clonen. 
ex Salem & Sacerdos Dei Altiſimi temporibus - 
lrahami panem & vinum protulit. 

The truth of this farther appears, not only from 
he Teſtimony of R. Kimchi, cired by the learned 
iſhop per, but from the Bereſchit Rabba, that 
the larger Commentary of the ers upon Gene- 
5 where R. Phinehas is quoted, upon the 28th of 


8 


e umbers, ſpeaking theſe Words, Tempore Meſſiz 
" wt 2 ceſſabunt, ſed ſacrificium panis & vini 
I ceſſabit , ſicuti dictum eſt Gen. 14. O Melcbiſe. 
Wi Rex Salem protulit panem oy vinum. Et Mel- 


biſedicum Rex Meſſias excipict a ceſſatione ſacrifici- 
um ſicuti dicitur, Pſal. 110. Tu es Sacerdos in 
ternum ſecundum ordinem Melchiſedec. 7 

Rabbi Fohai alſo upon the ſame Ghapter of 
umbers, ſpeaks to the ſame purpoſe ; Tempore- 
Meſhe omnia Sacrificia deſinent; Sacrificium vero 
ani C vini nunquam deſinet. Which he endea- 
ours to confu m by ſeveral Texts of Scripture. 


Bs.  -Terved 
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22 The Hoty CoMM UNION 
ſerved by learned Men, That in 
Time of the Meſſias all Sacrifices ſboul 
ceaſe hut that of Bread and Wine. An 
this Oblation of the Bread and Wine 
implied in St. Paul's Parallel of 
Lord's Supper, and the Sacrifices of t 
5 GBentiles, Tow cannot, . 
x Cor. 10. a1. he, be Partakers of the Ti 
Ble of the Lord and the Table of Devil 
becanſe they imply contrary Cow 
nants, incompatible one with the oth 
Now here it is manifeſt, that the Tak 
of Devils is fo called, becauſe it con 
ed of Meats offered to Devils, when 
by thoſe that eat thereof eat of the Di 
vil's Proviſion ; therefore the Table 
the Lord is called his Table, not on 
becauſe he ordained it, but becauſe 
conſiſted of Meats offered to him. Th 
Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrew 
St. Paul, infinuates tl 
C. 13. V. 10. ſame thing, Ve have 
Altar, faith he, whereof they have 
right to eat who ſerve the Tabernacl 
By which it is plain, there was an Alt: 
in the Chriſtian Church, beſides that i 
the Jewiſh Temple, and conſequenth 
a Sacrifice, not only the ſpiritual ol 
of Prayer and Thankſgiving, but ik 
af materi 


Wh 
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aterial one of Bread and Wine, ſaf- 
ciently ſignified by the Word Eating. 
he firſt —— Writer after the 
\poſtles,, St. Clement, in 
ib Epiſtle to the Corin- . 
hians, uſes the Phraſe, Edit.Ox. 5.94. 


W/ering the Gifts for the + 
Adminiſtration of the Sacrament ; and 


hat the ſucceeding Writers in the Chri- 


tan Church obſerved the ſame Stile, 


s clearly proved by the learned and 
ious Mr. Aſede in his Chriſtian Sacri- 
e. Hence we may obſerve, that the 


| Holy Sacrament conſiſts of two parts, 


he Earthly, which are the Elements 


of Bread and Wine; and the Hea- 


enly, which is the Power of the Ho- 
y Ghoſt deſcending; upon Conſecra- 
ion, and ſanctifying the Bread and 


Wine, and invigorating them with the 
divine Virtue of Chriſt's Body and 


Blood. For tho“, as Thendoret ſpeaks, 


be Symbols of our Lord's Body and 


Blood, after the Prayer bf Confeeration 


e changed, and become 8 


er; yor alen depurt mor 


Dial. 2. 


from their own Nature , for they remain 

in their former Eſſence, and Figure, and 

Hate, and are viſible. and ſenfible, ſuch 
B 6 | 
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as before they were. And the Priel 
that officiated in the ancient Churc 
not only - rehearſed the Evangehle: 
Hiſtory of the Inſtitution of this Hol 
Sacrament, and pronounced thoſe wort 
of our Saviour, This is my Body, 1 
17 my Blood; but he offered up a Prayt 
of Conſecration to God, beſeeching hiſt: 
That he would ſend down bis Holy Spiri 
upon the Bread and Wine preſented um 
bim on the Altar, and that be would | 
ſanctiſie them, that 7 might becom 
the Body and Blood of bis Son Teſu 
Chrift : Not with Reſpect to the gro 
Compages or Subſtance, but only as 0 
the Spiritual Energy and Vertue of hy 
holy Fleſh and Blood, communicated tt 
the bleſſed Elements by the Power 
and Operation of the Holy Ghoſt de 
ſcending upon them; whereby the Be 
dy and Blood of Chrift is verily and ix 
deed taken by the Faithful in the Lord! 
Supper. This Prayer is found in allt 
ancient Liturgies; and ſome learned d 
"FY Men have thought that 
Rom. 18. 16. gt. Paul allnded to. ſome 
thing of this Nature, when he i. 
of the Offering of the Gentiles bein 
made acceprable by the e 0 
+ he 
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ell he Holy Ghoſt, there being no leſs than 
ve Liturgical Words in that Text, as 
as been — by learned Men. 
And as this Chriſtian Sacrifice was de- 
Naned to render God propitious to us, 
y repreſenting to him the Merits of 
ur Saviour's Sufferings; ſo it was in- 
Nituted to be a ſtanding Monument of 
the infinite Love of our Saviour, in dying 
| for us; and by eating and ink) at . 
od's Table, according to Chriſt's Ap- 
pointment, to fix in our Souls the Me- 
nory of thoſe invaluable Bleſſings he 
has purchaſed for us; and to commu- 
Wnicate to all worthy Receivers the Be- 
WM ncfit of his Sacrifice upon the Croſs; 
upon which account it is ca 
Communion of his Body and Blood, And 
it was moreover ordained to be a Band 
Jof Union to knit Chriſtians together in 
the ſame Fellowſhip and Communion. 
tus the infinite Love of Chriſt ap- 
peared not only in giving himſelf to 
die for us, but in fo far complying with 
the weakneſs of our Nature, as to in- 
ſtitute and ordain Holy Myſteries as 
Pledges of his Love, and for a conti- 
nual remembrance of his Death to our 
great and endleſs Comfort. Fl 


—— 
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26 The Power ef Adminiſtring 
And ſince we live in an Age th 
is inclinable to make all the i»bere 
Powers in the Prieſthood, to be the E 
fects of Prieſt- craft, and that othe 
take upon them to ſign and ſeal G 
venants in God's Name, who have rt 
ceived no Commiſſion to that purpoſe 
It will be fit for any Man that pri 
pares himſelf for this Holy Ordinance 
to conſider who has the Wer of at 
miniſtring this Holy Sacrament ; Whe 
ther Lay-mex as well as Clerg yum 
that have received their Commiſſion 
by Succeſſion from the Apoſtles. © Thi 
Conſideration I am ſure will be dc: 
great Comfort to the faithful Mem 
bers of the Church of England, which : 
has preſerved the ancient Apoſtolical f 
Government, and the Primitive Or- , 
{ 


ders in a due Subordination, whereby 
they are ſecured of a right and truly 
Canonical Miniſtry. 
Now to ſatiafie our ſelves in theſe 
Enquiries, we muſt obſerve, that inthe 
firſt Inſtitution of this Sacrament, it 
was celebrated by our Lord and Ma. 
ſter Feſus Chriſt, He bleſſed the Bread 
and Wine, and gave both to his Dit 
ciples; and he himſelf was, as the 4 


peſtle 
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ole calls him, the High Prieſt over 
e Houſe of God. And indeed, the 
Deſign of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
eems to be to ſhew us the difference 
between the two Covenants, the Na- 
ure of the Levitical and Evangelical 
Wricſthood, what Neceſſity there was 
f a change from the one to the other; 
that the Evangelical was after the 
Order of | Melchiſedec , that our Savi- 
or was the Higb-Prieſt of that Order, 
Wand that this Honour he took not to 
onflhimſelf, but was called of God to it, 
Was well as Aaron was to his. The Sa- 
of crament being thus inſtituted, and the 
MK Elements being conſecrated by a Prieſt 
at the firſt celebration of it; the Apo- 
ſtles kept cloſe to their Maſter's Inſt 
4K tution , being commanded to do zhe 
ſame in remembrance of bim; they con- 
ſecrated the Elements, and gave them 
to the People, as he before did to them, 
CM and the ſame did the Bi and their 
ew Succeſlors after. them, and thoſe that 
"Sl they appointed. And this was fo con- 
„ſtantly and univerſally praiſed in 
ul theſe early times, that one Inftance is 
not to be brought to the contrary. 
q 


Beſides, 


— 
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Beſides, the very Nature of a Saen 
ment requires eommiſſioned Officers fe 
the Adminiſtration of it. For Sac: 
ments being Seals of the Covenant q 
Grace, of that Covenant between on 
and Man, which our Saviour haſc 
for us, and confirmed with his Blood 
Who can ſeal this Covenant, unleſs ſue 
as are empowered by God to tranſad 
with us in his Name? On our part t 
offer up our rs and Supplication 
to him; and on — to bleſs us, why 
ſolve us from our Sins upon Repe 
tance, and to ſeal the Pardon of ths 
by admitting us to partake of thele- 
Holy Myſteries. 

0 this. End the Apoſtles. were care 
ful m providing — Men to ſucceed 
them in their Miniſtry; St. Paul was 
earneſt with Titus to * Elders in 
every City, and with Timothy, to lay 
Hands ſuddenly on no Man; and in his 
Epiſtles to both, he deſcribes, and that 
nicely too, the Qualifications of thoſe 
that were to be admitted to Eccleſia: 
ſtical Orders. In the Church of G 
rinth there were Prophets and Teachers 
Helpers and Governours, which were 
their Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons 
Now 
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ow what need was there of this Di- 
inction, and of great care and caution 
MS conferring Orders; if they had no 
articular Powers — — 185 that 
ery Lay man an equal Right to 
penſe _ Our "2; rn in _ 
I the emacy of Sovere: 2 
As — that F * 
e Aliniſtring either ß F 
od's Word: or of the Sacraments, is not 
wen to Princes, becauſe they are not 
veſted with, nor have a Sovereign 
):ſpoſal of the Power of Orders. 
But the Practice of the Chriſtian 
hurch from the beginning of Chriſtia- 
ity ſufficiently confutes the Reaſon- 
gs of Theiſts and Enthuſiaſts and 
latter of Fact is too ſohd and ſubſtan- 
al an Argument to be confuted by 
ut and SoPhiſtry. - St. Clenent in his 
piſtle to the Corinthians 1 
ells us, when the Apoſtles r 
laute Churches, they made the firſt 
Tits of thoſe they converted Biſbops and 
Deacons over thoſe that ſbauld after- 
12rds believe. And that as the Prieſts 
ave the proper Services appointed them, 
pfertaining to their Mini- 3 
mes ;. ſo the Lay-man is 
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confined 


30 The Power of Adminifiring 
confined within the Bounds of what ts cn 
manded to Lay-men. And in anoth 
Place he ſpeaks to this purpoſe, All tui 
Duties which the Lord hath commanil 
us to do, we ought to do the 
regularly and orderly ; ol 
Oblations and divine Services to celebra 
them on ſet and appointed Times. For 
bath” be ordained, not that we ſhould d 
tbem at hap hazard,and withoutOrder,b 
at certain determinate Days and Time 
where alſo, and by whom be will hat 
them execute, bimſelf hath defined a 
cording to his ſupreme Vill. St. Ion, 
tus, who was Diſciple to _—_—_— an 
Biſhop of Antioch, in his Epiſtle to th 
Snyrnaant, p. 6. is more expreſs t 
this purpoſe; Let no Man do any thing 
ſays he, of what belongs to the Chun 
without the Biſhop : Let that Euchari 
be eſteemed firm and valid, which i 
erther adminiſtred by the Biſhop, or by bu 
whom he autboriſes : Whereſoever 1he Bi 
ſbop ſhall appear, there the People ougl 
to be, as where Feſus Chriſt is, there 
the Catholick Church. It is not lawful 
without the Biſbop, either to bapttixe or ti 
celebrate the Holy Communion; for what 
ſoever be ſhall approve that will be as 
: ceptabl 


Cap. 40. 
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able to God, to the: end that what- 
wer 1s done may be regular and of 
oo And a, * teſtiſies of the 
hriſtians of hi ime, on 
. ar rhey d ie ns 
e Sacrament of the Hu- aliorum manu, 
ariſt in their Meetings quampreſiden- 
7e Day, fo it was on n 
om the Hands of their Biſhops. - © 
I would only deſire thoſe, who are too 
pt to attack the Chriſtian Prieſts, as the 
ebellious Princes did Moſes and Aaron, 
y infinuating, that zbey rake too much 
oon _ 5 and BY demanding, where- 
Wore they lift up themſelves * 
oe the Oat of irn 
be Lord? to be mindful of their Puniſh- 
nent, and to conſider how ſeverely 
350d revenged their Infolence, in cau- 
ing the Earth to open her Mouth, and 
o ſwallow up them and all their Ad- 
herents. ＋ 01 EAN d n 
The Second part of Preparation con- 
liſts in thoſe prows Diſpoſitrons of Mind, 
rich lte us to receive this Sacra- 
nent * worthy manner, and make 


s fit Gueſts at the Lord's Table. And 
tere fore when we plead the Merit of 
| N | Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's. Neath and Paſſion before G 
the Father in this Chriſtian Sacrifice” 
it ought to be accompanied with a moi 
thankful Acknowledement of thoſe grea 
Bleſſings our Saviour has purchaſed fi 
us by his Sufferings, and a-publick pri 
claiming to all the World, the grez 
| Senſe we have of ſuch invaluable Kind 
neſs. With a hearty. Repentance tor à 
the Sins we have been guilty of ii 
Thought, Word and Deed , for this wa. 
the end of his — to reconcile 2 | 
10 turning 4s frow 
AW 3 26. our Fairies, With firm 
Reſolutions of better Obedience; fat 
he gave himſelf for us, 70 puriſie 1 
himſelf a peculiar People 
zealous of good Works, 
With an entire Reſignation of our Souls 
and Bodies to be a reaſonable, holy, 
and lively Sacrifice unto him; for he 
has the juſteſt Claim to us, becauſe he 
* purchaſed us at the Pries 
e . 19+ of bis own Blood. Witha 
conſtant endeaugur to make ſome pro- 
ficiency in all the Vertues.of the Chri- 
{tian Life, becauſe he has obtained for 
us, by the Merits of his A the 
Kt Ack 


Tit. 2. 14. 
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race and Aſſiſtance of God's Holy 
irit, to work in us both 51 e 
oy will and to do of bis it 
mw 7 With a . Readineſs of 
iind to be reconciled to all thoſe/that 
we offended us, becauſe when we were 
nemies we were reconciled d, 
God by the Death of bis ROM. $- (Op; 
9. With bearty and ſincere Love and 
-Wharity to our Brethren, contributing 
Il we can to the relief of Chriſt's poor 
liſtreſſed Members, by reaſon he was 
liberal of his ineſtimable Blood for 
. Faſtly, with a purity of our Inzen- 
inn, ſincerely aiming at, and defign- 
ng to anſwer all thoſe ends and pur- 
poſes for which this Holy Sacrament 
as ordained; and not merely to com- 
ply with Cuſtom, and to qualiſie our 
ſelves for a profitable Employment. 
But then it muſt be noted, that all 
theſe Qualifications are the ſame that 
we are oblig'd to acquire by our Bar- 
%a Vom, and are neceſſary in the 
Courſe of a Chriſtian Life, and in the 
ſe of all other Means of Grace. For 
ercept we confeſs our Sins with an 
humble, penitent, and obedient Heart, 
and are ready to forgive thoſe _ 
ave 


&. 


Indeed Charity and Good Fill tow: 


have offended us, and atk with Fail 
even our Prayers and Praiſes will fi 
no acceptance at the Throne of Graq 


all Men, was always thought ſo 
ceſſary a Qualification for the Cel 
bration of this Chriſtian Sacrifice, th 
in the ancient Church, at the verye 
trance thereunto, the Deacon was wo 
to proclaim, Let no Man have ougl 
againſt bis Brother : And this Pracht 
was founded upon our Saviour's On 
nance, in his divine Sermon upon t 
IL Mount, If ehou bringeſt il 
Mat. 8. 23, 24. Gift to the Altar, and th 
remembreſt that thy Brother hath bug 
againſt thee, leave thy Gifs before ih 
Altar, and go thy way, firſt be recontilt 
to thy Brother, and then come and uf 
thy Gift. Which Scripture, in the ſel 
of the Primitive Church, was taken tt 
be an Evangelical Conſtitution, - 1mpli 
ed by way of Anticipation, that of 
Saviour would leave ſome Rite to H 
Church, inſtead and after the mann 
of the Sacrifices of the Law, wh 
ſhould begin with an Oblation, as they 
did; and that, to require this propel 
and peculiar Qualification in we Of 

" Tere! 
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rer, 70 be at Peace, and without Eu- 
ity with bis Brother; 1nfomuch,} that 
genus ſeems to place f 
at Purity of the Evan- Lib. 4. cap. 34. 
elical Oblation, prophe «an 
d of by Malachi, prin” Cap. . Vt. 
ally in this Requiſite. — 
And beſides this, the only Duty the 
ripture ſeems to make peculiar to the 
eceiving the Holy Sacrament, is Se- 
rami nation. This is St. Paul's Di- 


Ut 


{Ct 


rd ection, Let a Man exa- + * (xl 
ine himſelf, and ſo let or. 11. 28, 
„eat of that Bread, and drink 


bat Cup; which if taken in the larg 


Nur Souls, in order to know how far 


Ne believe and practiſe what is re- 
fired of us, and to mend for the fu- 
re what has been amiſs in our paſt 


onduct, is certainly obliging at other 
mes, as well as before the Sacrament; 
ind 'tis impoſlible a Chriſtian ſhould: 
rern his Lite with that neceſſary 
are and Watchfulneſs that is required, 
rithout practiſing of it very frequent- 
y. And yet I believe, if the Senſe of 
t. Paul be impartially weighed in that 
matter, it will appear, that the Exa- 

| mination 


enſe, for ſearching into the State f 


mination he recommends 
of our State and Condition tow a 
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is not 

God, and of our Duty in general; by 
an Examination of our manner of E 
ing the Lord's Supper by Chriſt's Inf 
rution of it, to ſee whether our Beh 


viour comports' with the Inſtitution 


; 
A 


and the End for which it was inſtiti: 
ted. For to remedy the Diſorders th 


were in the Church of Corintb, int 
Adminiration of the Lord's Suppe 
he ſets before them Chriſt's Inſtitutic 
of the Holy Sacrament, that the 
might acquaint themſelves with t 
manner and end propoſed in the ps 
taking of it; ſo that by that ever 
one might examine his Comportmen 
therein, whether conformable to tha 
Inſtitution, and fuited to that End. I 
the account he gives of Chriſt's Inſti 
tution, he remarks, that Eating an 
Drinking in the Sacrament, was m 
part of common Eating and Drink 
for Hunger and Thirſt, but to repre 
-» ſent Chriſt's Body and Blood, to be 


eaten and drank in remembrance d 


him, or as St. Paul expounds it him 


ſelf, to ſbew forth the Lord's Death 
He mgreover obſerves, that this Wa 


6 | done 
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Doe by all who were preſent united 
ether in one Company at the ſame 
e. All which put together, ſhews 
at the Examination here propoſed 
ates to; for the deſign of the Apo- 
e being to reform thoſe Abuſes he 
ind fault with in their celebrating 
> Lord's Supper, tis by that alone 
> muſt interpret the directions he 
es concerning it, if we will ſuppoſe 
talked pertinently to the Subject in 
and; which was to reduce the C 
2 from the Irregularities th 
> run into in this matter. And 
account of Chriſt's Inſtitution be 
tfor their examining their Carpiage, 
it, and their adjuſting their Com- 
tment to it, it will be hard to find 
Mean for what paryuls it is here 
ntioned. 1 % Of 
From hence we may therfars ga- 
aer what that unworthy Receiving+ 
is, which is condemned in the G 
thians by St. Paul, and what the 
Wniiſhment annex d to its It was their 
orderly and irreverent Participation 
the Lord's Supper; it was their Eat. 
and Drinking after an ele, 
; Der; WIRE a due regard ito t 
C' > Manner 


38 The Duty of Se: Ecaminti 


b 


Manner and End of that Holy Inſt 1 


tio; 4 kom a due Reſpect had to 
Lord's „in a diſcriminating 

_ purely — Uſe of the Bre 
and Wine that repreſent it. It bay 
the Cuſtom of the Primitive Chr 

to receive the Holy Euchariſt after thy 
Feaſts of Charity, 2 the Rach; 
the Poor were wont to eat togeth 


with great Sobriety and Temperan 


In the Church of Corinth this meth 
Was not obſerved; the Poor were n 


admitted to this common Feaſt; | 


in eating every one took before each ad 
His own Supper; ſo that when ſo: 
wanted, others were guilty of ſcan 
lous "Exceſs, and groſs Intemperanc 
And the Effect of it was, They did 


diſcern. the Lord's Body. They nat 


no difference between the Sacramedi 


and a common Meal; 3 wh 
was to ſuſtain their Bodies, and wht 


was to nouriſh their Souls. So that 


eat the Rread, and drink of the 


without a due and direct di im m⸗ Ie 


had te the Lord's Bod ſeparatin 
the Bread and Wine 1 ami 


Uſe, of eating and cr 
and Thirk, was to eat unwo) ehily, I 


* 
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aiſhment annexed to theſe Miſcar- 
| ges, Were Infirmities, Sickneſs, and 
Imporal Death, with which God cor- 
ted them, that they might not be. 
W:demned with the unbelieving 
World. By which it aj , that 
K-nporal Judgments muſt be under- 
od by the Word our Tranſlators ren- 
r Damnation, Tho if theſe Tempo- 
W Judgments. had not produced A- 
W-ndment and Reformation, ſuch a 
Witempt of Holy things might have 
ile them obnoxious to the eternal 
Wizment of God. 2 teh 
Now it appears farther, by the Na - 
re of theſe Puniſhments, that the Exa- 
ination St. Paul recommends, refer- 
to the Inſtitution of the Sacrament ; 
if the Unworthineſs here ſpoken of, 
re either Unbelief, or any of thoſe 
W's which are uſually made the Mat- 
W of Examination, tis to be preſumed 
We Apoſtle would not wholly have 
sd them over in Silence: This at 
tis certain, that the Puniſhment of 
Wie Sins is infinitely greater than that 
ch God here inflict on unworthy 
eivers, whether they who are guilty 
them receive the or no. 


C2 
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That then which makes a Man all 1 
ſolutely unfit to receive the Holi: 
Sacrament , beſides Ignorance. of 1ti$/ 
meaning; of that Holy Inſtitution, 
the living in the conſtant habitual F 
ctice of any known Sin without Rep 
tance. - Such a Man's approach to til 
Holy Table would be a mocking of G 
and a great Contempt of his Authai 
ty; and tho' the ancient diſcipline 
the Church is at a low ebb among 
yet there is {till Power to debar fix 
ſcandalous and open 1 the Car 

munion, and a particu 
Cap, XXVII. Order to Parochial 
niſters not to admit ſuch. But then 
ought to be obſerved, that this im 
nitent State makes our Prayers alſo! 
Abomination to the Lord; for to pt 
feſs our ſelves ſorry for our Sins, 
reſolved to forſake them, when 
have no ſenſe of the one, nor are 
termined to do the other, is the gre 
eſt Affront imaginable to our Make 
by ſuppoſing that either he does 
know our. Hearts, or that he will 
pleaſed when we draw near to 
with our Lips, though our Hearts 


D.. 
I 
. 
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There is a caſe indeed, wherein, E 
ink, a Man may be ſuppoſed quit 
to attend the preblick Prayers of the 
hurch, and yet that it may be fit for 
m to abſtain from approaching the 
tar, which is when a Man firſt rifes 
unfeigned Repentance from @ deplo- 
ble all into ſome grievous Sin; the 
Wt Scene of his penitentiat Sorrows 
ould paſs in the Exerciſe of Merti- 
ation and Self-dental, and ſome time 

ay be neceſſary to prove the Since- 
y of his retum to his Duty. And 
is is agreeable to the diſcipline of the 
burch in the primitive Times, when 
hoe ver was found guilty of any fcan-- 
alous Fault, was according to the 
ature of the Offence, debarred the 
ommumion a ſhorter or a longer time; 
that it will very well become thei 
odeſty of a Penitent, in theſe looſe 
nes wherein the Chriſtian difcipline: 
relaxed, to exerciſe it upon himſelf; 
being reaſonable, that the Senſe of 
ny hemous Crime lately committed 
ould fo humble and mortifie us, as 
make. us ready and willing to im- 
ee this Penance upon our ſelves, as 
linking our ſelves for ſome time un- 
he | C 3 worthy 


42 The Perſons not Qualified" 
worthy to participate in the highe 
and moſt. . 1a of ety, 
In ſhort, the beſt Preparation for ti 

| ent is a conſtant endeavour 

live as becomes that Holy Religion 
profeſs. For they who really belic 
the Chriſtian Religion, and ſincerel 
govern their Lives by the Doctrine 
and Precepts of the Goſpel of thi 
Bleſled Jeſus, have all that fubſtanti 
Preparation that qualifies them to pat 
take in this Holy Ordinance, an 
ought to receive at any time whe! 
there is an Opportunity, though the 
were not before hand acquainted wil 
it. Indeed when they have a foreligi 
of their communicating, tis very ad 
viſeable they ſhould trim their Lamp 
examine the State of their Minds, 
new their Repentance, exerciſe the 
Charity, enlarge their Devotions, Jp 
ritualize their Affections; and in d 
der to this, ſhould retire from Bui, 
neſs and Pleaſure, as far as the N 
ture of their Circumſtances will ad 
mit; that by Prayer, Faſting, an 
Alms-deeds, their Minds may be 1a 
. fed to rejiſh Spiritual Enjoyment 
But ſtill great care muſt be taken, 0 
wie! 
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een a Man is habitually prepared, 
do not 1mpoſe upon himfalf Go muck, 
tual preparation as ſhall make him 
ſe an Opportunity of receiving the 
zcrament, when he has not had time 
go through with that Method he has 
eſcribed to himſelf. its 


Wl 7:5-1y, 1 ſhall endeavour to anſwer 
1 2 Objettions againſt Frequent Com- _— 


union. 


Object. 1. The 5ſt uſual Objetion 
len make, is, That they are unworthy 
receive the Holy Sacrament, and con- 
W1cently if they approach God's Table 
bey ball eat and drink Damnation to 
emſelvet. 
Anſw. If this Objection is made by 
Iich who live in a courſe of Wicked- 
Neis, tis certain as long as they reſolve 
o continue ſuch, they are very unht: 
d approach theſe Holy "Myſteries 3. 
hile they are at open defiance with 
Jod Almighty, break all his Lawg, 
d refuſe all Offers of Reconciliation, 
ey ought not to be admitted as 
neſts at God's Holy Table; an] if 
he Diſcipline. of the Church were re- 
ored; which is; founded. upon the 
C. 4. Laws 


44 The Objection of Unwort hineſi 
Laws of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, al 
ſufficiently explained to us by prin 
tive Practice, ſuch refractory Sinn 
{hould be excommunicated,-and throy 
out of the Community of Chriſtia 
and not be re- admitted till they h 
given publick Teſtimonies of their & 
row and Repentance. But all Me 
eaſily ſee the Vanity of this Excul 
becauſe one Fault can never juſtii 
the commiſſion of another. il 
But if this Objection is made by dt 
vout People, to excuſe their not fit 
quenting the Chriſtian Sacrifice, the 
muſt conſider, that this Argumei 
puſh'd home, ought to binder the 
from ever communicating. . For 
Men take the Word Unwortby in 
ſtrict Senſe, for ſuch Perſons as no wa) 
deſerve thoſe great Benefits that 3 
offer d and conferr'd in the Holy & 
crament, no Man ſhould ever recei 
at all, becauſe no Man deſerves an 
thing at God's Hands, much leſs thok 
invaluable Bleſſings purchaſed for u 
by Chriſt's Death; and yet they tha 
make the Objection do venture at ſom 
great Solemnities to approach the. 
Holy. Myſteries; which makes It wo | 
a1 WM er 
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MWerful how they can reconcile this 
Weir Notion of Unworthineſs, with 
Wir Practice of receiving at ſuch Sea- 
Wis; or elſe they muſt have at thoſe 
mes a better Opinion of themſelves 
an is conſiſtent with Chriſtian Hu- 
ity. But there is a great difference 
be made between deſerving that Fa- 
our, and between wen that Fa» 
our after a worthy and fit manner. 
'e may have no Merit to procure us- 
ch Benefits as may be conferred up- 
nus; and yet if we receive them. 
ith a. great Senſe of Gratitude, ac- 
nowledging the Bounty of the Giver, 
1th a great Senſe of our own. Deme- 
t, owning. they are infinitely above. 
ur Deſerts, with care and —— 
d receive them in the way and man- 
er preſcribed, and with Reſolutions 
making the beſt Returns we are ca- 
able of; we may be truly ſaid to re- 
ire ſuch Favours after a worthy: 
anner, tho* we are never ſo unworthy. 
the Benefits themſelves. | 
The unwortby eating and drinking , 
ondemned by St. Paul in the Corin- 
W's, has been already explained, 
ich the Puniſhment annex d to it ;, 
„ which. 


P 
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which will certainly, if ſeriouſſy co 
ſidered, abate thoſe Fears which by 


too often poſſeſs devout Souls; and 1 


they are in earneſt, will be able t 


turn their Fears quite on the contrary 
fide, and make them apprehenſive of 


provoking God, by neglecting a pon 
Command of our Saviour's, by him lai 
upon all Chriſtians. W 


It is not to be ſuppoſed, that wy 
muſt be perfect and ſtrong grown Chit: 
ſtians before we partake of theſe Di 
vine Myſteries; tis enough we ſincere. 
ly defire to be fach, and if fo, we ſhall 

nd the frequent uſe of the Holy Come 


munion to be the moſt effectual mean 
to that purpoſe. We are here in a Vale 
of Tears; where ſhould we ſeek for 
Comfort, but from the Source of all 
Joy and Satisfaction? We are'furrounc: 
ed with a Multitude of Temptation 
where fhall we find Strength to refill 
them, but in this Divine Armoury 
We are loaded with many Imperfecti 
ons, and ſometimes, by negligence ot 
ſarprize, fall a Prey to the Tempter, 
what ſo proper to waſh away our Stain, 
as that precious ineftimable Blood, 
which was ſhed to that very end and 


purpoſe 


pu 
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purpoſe? So that the very Senſe of our 
unwort bine ſs, if rightly applied, ſhould 
auicken our Zeal in approaching fre- 
quently, that we might become better. 
Object. 2. Some Object, Thar tbe 
requent uſe of the Holy Sacrament may 
ll be apt to abate and diminiſh that Re- 
iierence and:Reſpet which Men ought to 
lade for it. | 
Anw. This Objection is founded up- 
Jon the Experience Men have, that their; 
Ml Familiarity and intimate converſe with 
Men and Things in this World, is apt: 
ta diminiſh their. Value and Reſpect 
or them; not conſidering that it is 
quite the contrary in Spiritual Things, 
the frequent Uſe whereof is the like- 
lieſt means to encreaſe our Veneration 
and Reſpect towards them. An un- 
interrupted Enjoy ment of the good 
chings of this World may very well 
leſſen our Eſteem of them, becauſe it 
W convinces us they do not adminiſter 
chat Happineſs which they promiſe; 
but the more we employ our ſelves in 
WM Spiritual -Exerciſes, we find they pro- 
WW duce a Satisfaction that riſes above 
what we expected, or worldly Men : 
can imagine. The better: we know. 
C 6 Men, 


3 
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Men, the more we diſcover their Frail, 
ties and Imperfections; at a diſtance wif 
ſee only the Brightneſs of their god 
Qualities, but a cloſer Correſpondence 
acquaints us with their Failings; aud 
therefore our Familiarity with the beſt: 
of Men may be apt to abate that Reer 
ſpect we paid them at a diſtance, by t 
reaſon of that mixture of Frailty which{cr 
accompames their greateſt - VertuesW<c 
But the oftner we converſe with Godt 
in his Holy Ordinances, the more wehr 
{hall admire his divine Perfections, el 
and the more we ſhall be diſpoſed tofu 
conform our ſclves to his likeneſs; ra 
for an Object of infinite Perfection ine 
it ſelf, and of infinite Goodneſs to us Wp 
will always raiſe our Admiration ard: 
heighten our Reſpect and Eſteem the Hd 
more we contemplate it; it being the r. 
diſcovery of ſome Imperfection, of Fa: 
ſome flaw, where we thought there was f 
none, that leſſens our Eſteem and pro- a. 
vokes our Contempt. "+ 
Object. 2. Others pretend, That the MWg 
Cuſtom of frequent Communion diminiſbe: Mer 
the Profit and Advantage that is to le! 
reaped from that divine Inſtitution. WW": 
Axſw, This Objection is founded up- Her 


0 


'Uſefid and Profitable: ag 
1-the unhappy Temper- of moſt Men, 

ho are apt to put the greateſt value 
pon things that are rare and uncom- 
on, and to neglect, or at leaſt to per- 
rm Actions of the greateſt Conſe- 
1ence after a flight and careleſs man- 
r when they frequently occur. But 
che fear of falling into this weakneſs 
ere a ſufficient Reaſon to abſtainfrom 
requent Communion, it would hold 
ith as much Force againſt frequent 
prayer, which the Precepts of the Goſ- 
el make neceſſary ; and therefore as 
1 praying often we at length learn to 
ray well, fo in frequently receiving 
he Holy Sacrament, that Fervour and 
ippetite ſenſibly encreaſes, which is 
o neceſlary to make us receive with 
\dvantage. If People reap no Profit 
Jom their frequent Communions, the 
gault muſt be laid upon the Negligence 
f their Lives, and upon the flight 
are they take in the Examination of 
heir Couſciences; and if upon a ſtrict 
quiry they find any ſecret Sin unre- 
ented of, any habitual neglect of their 
)uty, this great Bar to the influence of 
Trace muſt be removed. And if, af- 
er that, they ſtill make the ſame 
"2 — Complainr | 
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Complaint, they muſt conſider wh 
they mean by unprofitableneſs 3 ff 
tis certain, if we bring a right Ter 
er of Mind, the Body and Blood i 
hriſt in the Sacrament is of great Pn 
fit and Advantage to us. If we; 
penitent, it ſeals to us the Pardon 
our Sins; if we are ſincere, it fortih 
our Reſolutions; if we believe, 
ſtrengthens our Faith; and if we a 
real and in earneſt, it enflames 6 
Charity; but if we think it muſt cur 
us of all thoſe Imperfections which an 
inſeparable from the frailty of our N 
ture, we deceive our felves. The bel 
of Chriſtians groan under the Perverl 
neſs and Impotence of corrupt Nature 
Or if we expect always thoſe heave 
ly Joys and Raptures which God 1 
leaſed ſometimes to communicate 

is faithful and devout Servants; We 
are too preſumptuous; God may den 
us thoſe fore-taſtes of Bliſs to keep u 
humble, and to quicken our Induſti 
to attain them; and if God does nol 
communicate himſelf to us after tha 
way and manner. our ſhallow real 
thinks moſt defirable, it does not be 
come us. to lay any blanie upon thu 
div 
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Mivine Ordinance z which is certainly 
n it ſelf the moſt efficacious means to 
ake us juſt and charitable, . pious and 
Wevout. And they that owe their Ar- 
Wours at the Altar to their ſeldom ap- 
@roaching the Holy Table, have too 
uch Reaſon to conclude they are more 
affected from the rarity and unuſual- 
Wes of the Action, than from the di- 
ine Vertue that flows from it ; like 
hoſe that converſe ſeldom with Men 
f great Quality and Title, the awe 
Whey feel of their Greatneſs proceeds 
ore from their not being uſed to fre- 
eFuent their Company, than from the 
{FOpinion of their true Worth and Dig- 
Wity. So that theſe People ſeem rather 
o be under the Power of Nature than 
the Influences of Grace. 
I am ſure Experience will inform 
Mus, that the devouteſt Ages of the 
Church were thoſe wherein the Practice 
Jof frequent Communion moſt prevail- 
ed. Never was there ſo much Fervour: 
and ſtrictneſs of Piety, as when the 
Faithful met daily at the Lord's Ta- 
ol ble. And in the Accounts we have 
of the greateſt Saints, never any one 
Mercelled in the Virtues of the Chriſtian 
Life, 


52 Much Buſmeſs conſiſtent 
Life, but what diſtinguiſhed himſel 
by frequently nouriſhing his Soul wi 
this Heavenly Bread. | 
_ Nay, I dare appeal to thoſe hoh 
Souls who live under a {ſtrict Senſe d 
their Duty 1n this particular, and em 
brace all Opportunities the Providence 
of God offers them to commemorate 
the dying Love of their bleſſed Savi 
our; whether they do not find them 
ſelves more determined to be juſt it 
all their Dealings, and readier to fe- 
Heve the Neceſlities of the Poor; whe: 
ther their Affections to the World do 
not loſe Ground, and their Deſires to- 
wards Heaven do not grow more in 
tenſe and vigorous ; whether their Pak 
fions are not more calm, and their P. 
tience and Submiſſion to the Will of 
God more evident and conſpicuous 
whether they are not ſenſible of Jels 
fondneſs for Life, leſs earneſtneſs for 
Trifles, leſs deſire of Glory, leſs eager 
neſs for Profit, and leſs concern tor 
whatever the World moſt eſteems ? 
Object. 4. It is farther objected, 
That Aen of great Buſineſs, either in 
publick or private Affaire, may juſtly le 
excuſed from ſrequent Cemmunion, 45 
| . 


«. 
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-Wuſe they bade not leiſure to prepare 
. a '£71 1 . 
Anſw. Any Buſineſs, tho* lawful in 
Wt; own Nature, yet if proſecuted to 
uch 2 degree as to take Men off from 
he Care of their Souls, ought to be 
aid aſide; becauſe the Salvation of 
dur Souls is of much greater Conſe- 
uence than any Affair that relates 
o this World; and wiſe Men propor- 
ion their Care of a thing according 
o its worth; they do not ſpend their 
ime upon Trifles, and neglect what 
ray be of the greateſt Conſequence; 
| ſuppoſe they who make this Excuſe 
leſign to be ſaved, and therefore muſt 
wn that their Souls are of greater 
rorth than their Bodies, . and that 
hey muſt certainly find a time to 
ie, however | careleſs and negligent 
Wiicy may be in making a due Prepa- 
tion for it. But | beſides, the Care 

ot our. temporal Concerns, and our Du- 

ty to God, are very conſiſtent. A great 

ceal of Buſineſs and the Duties of Re- 

gion may ſtand together, provided 

ve govern out Affairs by Chniſtian 

Principles. For tho' ſuch Men have 

wt leiſure for ſo much actual Prepa- 
ration, 


*. 


4 ſelves. So that the Man of Buſineſs 


54 Much Buſmeſs conſiſtent * 
ration, yet they may have all tha 
habitual Preparation upon which th 

great ſtreſs. ought to be laid in thi 
Matter. Nay, even the confſciention 
diſcharge of their Buſineſs is an ad 
mirable qualification for receiving Ys 
Sacrament. A Man is ſerving 60 
when he follows his Calling with Di 
ligence, and obſerves Juſtice and E 
quity in all his Dealings; when be 
manages the Affairs of the Pablick 
with Fidelity and Honeſty, without 
ſelling Juſtice, without Oppreilion W 
and without ſacrificing them to h 
private Intereſt. And the greate 
| Dangers and Temptations he is expe 
ſed to, the greater need he has olf 
God's Grace and Aſſiſtance, which 1 
abundantly communicated in this Holy 
Ordinance. When we travel in Ways 
frequented by Robbers, we go welt 
armed, and unite Companies, that we 
may be the better able to defend our 


who has any ſerious thoughts of another 
World, ought more eſpecially to lay 
hold on ſuch Opportunities, which may 
ſecure him againſt thoſe Dangers he 
daily converſes with, and wind may 

e 
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S:tific him againſt thoſe watchful Ene- 
ies that lie in wait to deſtroy him. 
or as they who have leifure ought 
onSequently: to receive, as the beſt im- 
rovement of their Time; ſo they that 
Je engaged in many worldly Affairs 
ught to come often to the Sacrament, 
Id learn how to ſanctifie their Em- 
loyments. ee n 
Object. 5. Others think they ſatisfie 
Meir Duty in this Particular, if they 
7%) with che Command gubs.afierihe 
f the Church, which en- Comm. © 
ein three times in the Can. 212. 
Jear, whereof Eaſter to be one, and ſo 
bink themſelves excuſed ſrom frequent 
ommunion. | | | 
MM 4:/w Theſe Objectors againſt fre- 
yEluent Communion quite miſtake the 
enſe of the Church in this Injunction, 
ho in her Exhortations excites us to 
e frequent Communion , and therefore 
gin moſt Pariſhes invites us at leaſt 
;Wevery — _ m ſome Churches - 
erery Sunday, and every Holy-Day, 
especially in Cathedrals , . all 
| OT are + 
emoinod at leaſt to recerve Commun 
rery Lord's-Day ; except : 


356 The Church encourages *. 

, 3#bey have a reaſonable Cauſe to the et 
trary. All that ſhe ſays is, That Chr 
ſtians ought to communicate at len 
three times in the Year, as if that v 
the minimum quod; that is, the lea 
that is abſolutely neceſſary to dena 
minate us Chriſtians ; which if we 
neglect, we deſerve to be ſeparate$ 
from that Body whereof Chriſt is the 
Head, and incur the Cenſures of the 
Church, which when rightly diſpen 
ſed are very terrible. I wou'd fain 
know if a Phyſician ſhould tell a Man 
that juſt ſo much is abſolutely ne 
ceſſary to maintain Life, if he thouldii$ 
eat. leſs he would not only - endangerW 
his Health, but run the hazard of ſtac 
ving himſelf; whether a Man that con- 
fines himſelf to ſuch a Method would 

be thought to be in Love with Late; 
and whether thoſe that have good Ap 
petites cou'd ſubſiſt under ſuch aDib: 
cipline. It is guſt the ſame in our tp 
ritual Life, ſo many times commun: 
cating. preſerves us from being ſepars 
ted trom the Body of Chriſt, which s 
the Life of a Chriſtian ; except we are 
Members we cannot in any . ordanary 
way partake of the — Influen: 
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s of the Head, but this is not enough 
order to our well-being.” *Tis a ſign 
ue are weak and very imperfect Chri- 
ans, if we have fo ſmall an Ap 
te for this fpiritual Food, tis a ſign 
e have little Reliſh for the things of 
Jod. Let us call to mind the Fer- 
el vurs of the primitive Chriſtians, who 
henzde the Commemoration of our Sa- 
Jour in the Euchariſt a conſtant part 
their publick Worſhip. As the pri- 
offfitive Piety decayed, ſo the means of 
i — it were leſs frequented; 
id twas the bad Lives of Chriſtians, 
nd their total neglect of commu- 
mcating, which made the Church ob- 


imes under the penalty of Excommu- 
nication. And is it becoming à Man, 
that has any Senſe of the Excellency 
of this Chriſtian Inſtitution, any va- 
lue for the Privilege of being a Dif- 
: t of the crucified Jeſus, any Care 
Jof his Salvation, any deſire of bein 
; nes. 9-1 is perfect, to ex 
lumſe m a neceſſary Duty by an 
hunction, which was 4 oa 
the Indevotion of negligent Chri- 
Mans? *Tis not enough that we are 
28 Chriſtians, 


ige them to receive at ſome certain 


58 The great Advantages of 
Chriſtians, we muſt grow in Gracell 4 
and the Man of God muſt be mai"! 
perfect; of which when we are on 
convinced , we ſhall never nephle 
frequent Communion , becauſe, it ¶ 
the moſt effectual means b Attai 
ing it. 


Fourthly, I ſhall-in ſhort u b befor 
you the great Advantages of frequei 
Communion. | 
Our intimate converſe with Tem 
poral Things, and our Familiarit 
with the Delights and Satisfactions 


Senſe; is but too apt to take off ont 
Minds from ſerious Thoughts, and 
to impair that Vigour and Reſolution 
which ought to be employed abou N 
the one thing — — bah Su 
quent Communion ——— 4 ll 
of Religion upon our Minds — ; 
vigorates them with freſh Strength — 
Power to perform our Duty. It 5 
the proper Nouriſhment of our Souls 
without which we can no more main: 
tain our Spiritual Life, than we en 


our Temporal , es ang 
drinking. 


4 
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A long as we carry theſe frail and 
ul Bodies about us, the World, the 
len, and the Devil, thoſe conſtant 
Nnemies to our true Happineſs, will 
making perpetual aſſaults upon our 
irtue, and uſing their beſt Endea- 
zurs to corrupt our Innocence: Now 
equent Communion is the ſovereign 
Wemedy againſt all their Temptations, by 
Mortitying our Pathons, by ſprituali- 
ing our Affections; for how can we 
eld to any ſinful Satisfactions that 
ucified the Lord of Glory, or fix our 
arts npon periſhing 005 ; when 
bod only deſerves, as he requires, 
Wc whole Man? | 
One of the great Advantages of our 
hriſtianity conſiſts in being made 
embers of Chriſt's Myſtical Body, 
y reaſon of thoſe happy Influences 
oF: 2 — Head; =_ our 
ppineis depends not forteitu 
dis Bleſſed — Now — 
mmunion 2 this fpiritual U- 
on inviolable, between Chrilt and all 
aithful Chriſtians, by a mutual in- 
eroourſe of Goodneſs and Compallion, 
1 pardoning our Sins, in ſtrength- 
ung our feeble Virtues, and in com- 
municating 


60 be great Advantages of 
municating Heavenly Joys and R 
taſtes of Happineſs; and on our n 
by repeated Ads. of Adoration"; 
Thankfulneſs , of Love and Admin 
tion, of Refi ignation and Submiſſion 
= __ y Will, . nere Proſeſ 

ns 0 nu P aun T 
his Service. 5D 


— that _— | 
t ngth Te ation, we cannons 
always ſtand u nike, cher we do tho 
things we — not to have done, 
leave undone me" we ought 
have done. Now this Holy Sacrame 
perfets our Repentance, and — 
confirms ro us the Pardon of our Hm 
repairs thoſe Breaches which our f 
lies have made in our Souls, and 
plies to us in particular that Sat 
faction which our Saviour made up 
the Croſs, and conveys to us the Be 
nefits of that All · ſufficient Sacrifice 
whereby God the Father is render d fa 
vourable and propitious to us, miſer⸗ 
ble Sinners 

In this Vale of Tears, Afflictions * 
Calamities are often the Lot of the bei 
of Men, Now where {hall we find Com 


fort 
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under theſe Difficulties, or S tren 72 
ontend with them, but from 
Friſion that is adminiſtred at Gale 
u; from thoſe Sufferings which our 
jour endured for us, and no Ways 
ſerved himſelf? For who can com- 
Win of Affliction in any kind, that 
ders what neceſſary Correctives 
y are of our Follies, what noble Im- 
— Virtue, and what a 
mony they are oß our Love and 
{tion to the Bleſſed Jeſus, ' when 
m with Patience and Submiſſion; 
that wathal hy, nets 9 — L, — 
and , Maſter Wii's 
"ugh Sufferings ? — 15 
mine N nt we receive ſuch 
nfortable Impreſſions, as 0 
wubles of this Life loſe their Sting; 
it ſupplies us with ſuch inward — 
ts, as ſu 4 all e by Wos qe fo 
e 
ny et 1 e 393, 
i is the moſt pr — * ER to 
2 Bodies Tem of the Holy 
| — repare Our 5 
Enjoyment * God. 
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« Biſably, 1 ſhall FAS ths wi 


Care why Chureb M England be 0 
E. — the Profenarion 75 bee 


Noch i is -the wits Diſcipline of our 
ly-Mother; that both by ber Rubi 
and Canons, ſhetrains as up 1 grade 

from our I 


Participation of this Chri if 
For in our Baptiſm the requires „ 
ſors, w ho ſhall ſtipulate for us, ande 
Security for our Chriſtian Education 
the Dottrines of Chriſt? and nt 


ick j 
they being engaged ac 
Exhort. at the us in all the 
def Pablick Points of Faith, dues 
Bptiim. charged to take care v 
we ate fit, that we be brought to ohh 
Bifhop for Confirmation, | This is 
additional Security to that Duty, whit 
Nature and Chriſti has laid wp 
Parents, and a happy Proviſion in call 
of their Mortality. And not the 80 
ties only, but the Pariſh Prieſt or 
rate is particularly enjoined 20 c 


chiſe, 4 rt, 40 
8 25. ing the Touth, _ 
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\ Won K* in the. 4 es of + nn 
%a gion, \, ACC nn T0. Th 
* ee Which Crnchifin is 
'H n Abridgment of all thoſe 
es which are neceſfary to be belie- 
1b Er ractiſed, in order to the wel- 
rice fo our wut And farther, the 
Worch reguires, that none he preſented 


Je Biſhop for Confix: bee. 


nion, toll they can give Carech. 
accnunt of, 25 Frith; | 
which the Miniſter, who is to 
them, is to be the Judge; and not 
then to be confirmed, unleſs che 


approves of them, hich ff 
ſome Trial and Examination on 
To all my be pricey ad addy 
important Ru e, That 
gy | Ped 10 the _ 
r until ſuch. r 
Wh 25 they be confirmed, or he. eddy. 
ef but 10 be confirmed : The grow 
meſon whereof is; that the ma 
ified, that thoſe who an by 
ir Sureties in Baptiſm, do renew 
| confirm the Contract. then made 
d that they will evermore endea-- 
r themſelves faithfully to obſerve. 
ch things as, by their awn Confeſſion, 


9 they 
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they have aſſented unto. And fill; 
erve the Dignity of the Holy Sf 

crament , her Miniſters are oblige 

according to the direction of the 2 

cient Canons, as well as our o]. 

7 admit no nororious Of 
An. ac, . ' ders, or declared Schiſm 
zicks, to the Participation of it. I 
this method may be more effectual, al 
that no unqualified Perſon may ſarrel 

titonfly intrude, S 
Can, ad. gers from orber Parity 
are not to be received to the Holy Ci 
»w1enion and as many as intend-to] 
 Partakers of it, ſhall e ben N 
T0 theCurate at leaff fm 
Read bene renne tbe Day before; Thi 
the. Commun. Notorious ill Livers ma 
be admoniſh'd of the 
Faults, and that ſuch as live in Mali 
and Hatred, and are at variance wii 
one another, may be reconciled, a 
give proofs of their Repentance, befor 
they preſume to come and offer theiſ 
Gifts. When Warning is given for ti 
Celebration of the Holy Communio 
the whole Congregation is put in min 
of their Duty by a pathetical'Exhorta 


tion. And if any have fich/a Senf 
1 _ 
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their Sins, that they; cannot quiet.” 

ir OWN Conſc iences, they are advi- 
to conſult their Spiritual Guides 

to open their Grief, that they may 

eire gboſtly Counſel and Advice, 

in the benefit of Abſolution. And 

en in the beginning of the Comm 

Service, the Prieft that officiates 

s befote the Communicants the dam 

of umvorthy Receiving, and invites 

ly ſuch to approach as have the re» 

lite Qualifications.” So that if pions 

ation; if the ſolemm ratifying: aur 

wine! Vow, il. Conference with over © 

u Guides if a att icuſar Profii- 

in of noturiomi Offenirs; and; the 

weſt Exbortarions of our Paſtors, can 

re theſe Holy Myſteries froni being 

kd, it muſt” be owned our Clureb 

5 taken ſatficient dare 10 ptevent it. 

t them only conſiderꝭ who,neglett 

eobſervance of ſuch ad mirable Rules, 

they will be able to anſwer it at 

Great Day; and how far they are 
ity of thoſe. Profanations, Which 

ey might prevent by 4 due Diſcharge 

what the Ch from them, 

d which they are under ſuch ſtrict 

eations to obſerve ;, and: how far 

D 5 RE they 
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9 5 give occaſion by their neglect 
e Schiſms, which are made un a 
Vow ence of the ſeandalous Prot i 
of th t Kin. 10. 89 
pe this Subject F- a 
recoinmending to the Reverend dier 
— — ſubmiſſion, the Adria) 
fotos, which he gives in 
| 55 22 on the 26 Chapter 
St. Mats Goſpe I; whoſe Epiſch 
Gharacter, as W the great 8 
the Chriſtian World had of his 
Parts and: eminent Piety, oak hi 
very fit to be liften'd to in this qa 
ticular: For he does not more eanie 
Iy preſs the Duty, than he does pla 
I aſſert the Authority of the Sacen 
| — vg ö Ful 
10 ey, e 
4 th Fable. He N bak Thi 
2 Diſciple, Jet brm-dopart from it.) Li 
& ane, | no-cruel Perſyn, no wncomy 
Den Man, or who is impuro cum 
ber. I fpeaſthis.:s you that ad mi 
ſter, as well as to you-who partalt;, 
it is neceſſaty I Jpeatrbeſe things 0 y 
that yon may take. great. tare, and 
your. utmoſt diligence to Hi ftribite th 
cringe - anight.; For your « FuniſMt 
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wicked Perſon t * of: ebis. Table, 
die, bis Blood ſball be. required at your 


Fendt. Wherefore if any General, any 
Provincial Governour, or the Emperor 


T De: 
bin ſelf be not worthy, repel him; for 
i, bon haſt a great or Power or Anthartty 


; than He. r es . 3 

am ſenſible-it. may be objected, 
That the ſame Laws. that ohlige Per- 
ſons to receive the Holy Sacrament.as 
Mz Qualification for an Office, do oblige 
de Clergy to admit them. But then 
Wit muſt be conſidered, that the Power 
mich Chriſt has in veſted his Church 
vith, of admitting Perſons; into her 
Communion, and excluding them from 
Wit, no humane Laws, can deprive her 
el of. And therefore when the Laws re- 
ml uire Men to receive this Holy Saerar 
ment to qualifie themſelves for Offices. 


firſt qualifie themſelves, according to 
the Holy Laws of the Church, which 
are founded on thoſe of the Goſpel... Sv 
chat it would be a great Ingury to our 
I Legiſlators te imagine, that if an un- 
tay baptiſed, or excommunicate Perſon, a. 
J Deift, or. a notorious, Sinner, ſhould 


de great, if knowingly 2 ſuffer any- 


they always ſuppoſe, that they muſt. 


happen. 


8 


68 .The manner of receiving 
kappen to obtain an Office, that the 
intended to oblige the Church to a 
mit Perſons: under. theſe bad Difpol” 
tions to be Ts of. the dan 1 

chariſt. | 


Sixrbly, I batt add. Fain Dire 
as to the manner f performing. tbis 
ty. of | Receiving” tle Holy Sactament 
wit een Dovotions-1 on 11 Oct, 
font. 

W 0 to the | EA 5 a Bobs 
our outward Behaviour ought to beg 
vern'd by ſuch meaſures as the C 
directs. For this Reaſon, us Will 
becauſe it is the humbleſt poſture 
muſt receive the Holy Sacrament uf 
on our Knees; which is moſt propes 
when we are at the ſame time making 
ont Addrefles to the great Majeſty d 
| Zain Earth. The ancient Ch 
. 1 2 the 2 of St. 
#11 OF Fer „, TECEIV d 
ſag, 5: $ "Y: the 6 Jerks, 
Bread into tlie Palm of their "right 
Hand, which. being fupp orted b a their 
Jeft, Was ſo carry d to their Months 
that no portion 81 that Divine Nor 
| e fall to the Ground. I 


all 


k with Bodily ReveFence: 69 
f not 5 — n | 
„ W e orders her „ee. 
= ficers ro deliver the da- or brag 
nent to the People into 
. bande; but 'I think the Expreſ- 
n ſufficiently juſtifies it, and there- 
e every Communicant may take the 
erty of making uſe of it. And as 
care to kneel or ſtand, as the Church 
eis, fo 1 think it is fit we ſhould: 
t deviate from ſome devout Cuſto 

at are eſtabliſned by ancient and 
neral Practice, which in time come 
have the force of à Law. It is by 
Rules that à beautiful Uniformi- 
W is created in our Deportment, as: 
ell as in our Petitions,” And all our. 
Iferent Poſtures ought to be: uſed; 
With ſuch Gravity aud Serionſmeſs, as: 
y demonſtrate; how intent we are 
en engaged in this Chriftian Sacri- 
te; and yet without ſuch Affectations 
d Particularities as are apt to di- 
rb thoſe that are near us, and give 
1 caſion to ethers to ſaſpect us, as. 
is a formal hypocritical part. 10 
end, when we put our Bodies in- 
$ 2 praying poſture, with which I 
ik leaning and lolling ſeems very 


meon- 


Jon 


EI 
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o The manner of receiving 


- inconſiſtent, we ſhoald do well; y þy 
upon our Knees, to fix our Eyes don 
ING that we may not be divert 
; dd ahy Objects near us; at the fa N 
reſolving not to ſuffer them 

gaze about, whereby they do but fe 
| 4 matter for wandring , Thoughts, 
farther help to this Attention, is g 

Silence; therefore We ſhould fer 
Jin. aloud with the Miniſter but whelh: 
it is enjoined, endleavouring to, ms: 


the reſt our own by a hearty ng» 
The fame care ſhou be taken . 
thoſe private Prayers we malte n! f 


Altar, which ought to be prong ume 
ſo ſoltly, that they may nut diſh | 
the. devotion of our Fellow-Chrifti 
that are near vs. We. muſt parti 
larly. remember, not to, repeat aft 
the Miniſter what peculiarly relat 
to his Office; which I N i 
rather, becauſe I have frequently obſq 
ved ſome de vout People following hc 
that ofhciates, in the Exhortatium A 
Al ſolution, as well as the Conpeſſu 
which if throughly conſidered, 

be judged a very abſurd and inet 
Expreiſion of the Peoples Devotion,'! 
wm ſe a diſtipguithing mark be ee 7 

CE. 
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with Reverence of Mind. 71 
Mas to the Reverence of ou Minds, it 
t to conſiſt in ſuch Ttenſenecſe 
ſh Application of Thought, as may en- 
ue our Hearts as well as our Lips 
this ſolemn Service; in ſuch Feruon- 
of Affection, and in fuch a Meaſure 
Importunity, as may ſnhlew how de- 
us we are of the Mercy we requeſt, 
how highly we value and eſteem 
Wat we alk for. To this end we ought 
Mi great Attention to accompany the 
m of God that adminiſters, through- 
che whole Office, which is admira- 
framed and compoſed to expreſs all 
ſe pious Diſpoſitions and devout Af- 
ons, which well-prepared Minds 
rt to exerciſe upon ſuch Occaſions. 
ur Repentance in the Confeſſion and 
ſlntion; our Charity in relieving 

poor Brethren by a liberal Offer- 
in praying for all Conditions of 
n, and in forgiving thoſe that have 
ended us; our Humility in acknow- 
ling our own unworthineſs; our 
olutions of better Obedience in pre- 
ting our ſelves reaſonable, holy, and 
ely Sacrifices unto God; our Praiſes 
Tbauſſgivings in the Hymns and 
Moactions after the Holy Commu- 
. * nion. 


A 5 
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72 The manner of receibing, &c. 
nion. And when others are 
nicating we may enlarge our ſq 
upon theſe Subjects, always: 
care that our private Devotions 
place to thoſe that are. publick, 
that we lay aſide our own Praye 
"hen the e call on Re * 
with G 14 * 
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HEN the Sermon is ended, 
we ſhould endeavour as foo 
as we can, to compoſe our 

es for the devout Celebration of the the 


n Sacrifice; Aid While the , 


lol) K be the Gn ©! 


qe that time may be wen 
loyed in imploring God's Grace to 2 


t us in the right — 2 1 


V Wy Service we are 


PRAYER to prepare py” 4 
or the devout (Finer \ 


tbe Holy Myſteries. = 


Lnighty whoſe great 
N Bounty e | 


ve how an r, . 


1 * L 
_— * . 


8 


E Have made in my Soul. 
AAſſiſt me therefore, O Lord, wi 

chy Holy Spirit in the Duty a 

FSBeruice I am about to perform; gra 


| forfeit that Reverence and Rept 
which I owe unto thy Divine g 


74 DEvorions for. 
me of approaching thy Altar, and. 
pleading before thee the prevail 
Merits of the Death and Paſſion 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt: I am { 
ſible, O Lord, of my great Un 
thineſs to partake of this Chriſti 
Sacrifice; but the poſitive Comm 
of my Bleſſed Saviour, when he 
about to lay down his Life for n 
ſake, has made it abſolutely nec 
ry; and the many ſpiritual Wan 
labour under, oblige me to ap 
to this ſovereign Remedy to re 
thoſe Breaches my ſinful Fol 


| 
01 
q 


that nothing, during all the time 


this holy Action, may make |! 


jeſty, or that Attention which, ſe 
| comes the Celebration of theſe H ON: 
* Myſteries. Touch me with ſuch 


* 
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the ALT AR. 5 
nahe of thy Preſence as may fix my” 
ulS:dring Thoughts, . compoſe my 
on ha... Affections, ſtir up my 
and cold Deſires, that I may feel 
power, and falke the Sweetneſs 
Wis Divine Banquet. 
nahrhat I may have ſuch a Senſe of 
if Saviour's Sufferings as may fill 
Soul with Love and Gratitude 
I. 0s him for thoſe ineſtimable 
tefits he has purchaſed for me; 
may have ſuch a ſight of my 
s which occaſioned all his Sor- 
, as heartily to bewail and de- 
Go Such a Faith in that 


e upon the Croſs for the Sins of 
World, that I may ſo importu - 
1 I plead the Merit of it in this 
Wnnemoration of that Sacrifice, 
Mo render thee gracious and pro- 
bus to me a miſerable Sinner, 
914 Conviction of my own Weaks | 
and Inſufficiency, as may pro- 


E 2 Such | 


perfect Oblation and Satisfaction 


m 
£5 
Bs . - 
4 a — — 


a gracious Aid and Aſſitance, 


b 
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7&6 DEevortons for 
| longing Deſires of being mai 
| conformable to thy holy Will if 
Pleaſure, as may transform me it 
thy Divine Image, and fix me 
continue thy faithful Servant 
the remaining Days of my Life, In 
I profeſs, O Lord, a firm and 
gordus Reſolution to reſiſt all ii. 
pertinent Thoughts or wicked Sul 
geſtions that may any ways oppe 
my holy purpoſes; I will never 
{ent to them; my fincere Deſign 
to offer thee a Sacrifice of Praiſe at 
Thankſgiving; to love and aud 
thee as the God of my Life, as f 
Portion which I have choſe in il 
Land of the Living, and Which 
t Humbly beg may be my Happ hi 
do all Eternity, thro' the Merits 
E Jefus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. 


The Communion Service begins 
ſome Sentences collected out ofthe 
ly Scriptures.proper for the M 
which do with great energy entomel 
Duty of Charity, which e u 
Us * 1 13 = 110 


- 


on to exerciſe at this time. The 
lations of the Primitive Chriſtians 
re upon ſuch Occaſions offered in 
h great abundance, that their Cler- 
MW were thereby liberally maintained, 
all Neceſfaries provided for Divine 
Iminiſtrations, as well as for the Re- 
of the Poor; but now that a ſtated 
intenance is ſettled upon thoſe that 
it at the Altar, theſe Collections 
particularly applied to the Support 
A Neceflitous ; not but that the 
tribution belongs to the Miniſter , 
ho may ſhare in it himſelf if his Wants 
wire it. - The Apoſtle adviſes, that 
ee Collections be made : 
ry Lord's-Day , and LG nk 
m his Authority the Church invites 
to give Alms ſo often, whether there 
a Communion or no; but this Apo- 
lical Cuſtom of weekly Collections 
now n omitted, and wholl 
d aſide, It would be well indee 
2 means could be found out to re- 
re them, that ſuch Oblatwns might 
company all our ſolemn Services ap- 
i the Lord's Day. _. a 
Till. then we Would be more liberal 
che Performance R our Alms-deeds 
| 3 at 


| 1 that the Commimicants have leiſure 
them, /of which 1 ſtiall give an Era 
ech Helps. 


r 
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at the Altar, to which the followif G. 
Sentences exhort us both from Colff;a; 
mand and Example; by ſhewing Nur 
how reaſonable it is in it ſelf,” how 
ceptable to God; and how profitalif* 
to us both in this Life and the next; 
repreſenting to us the great Sin, as wi" 
as Danger of omitting it. They tarth 
inſtruct us in the Objects that are to 
ſupported by our Oblations, which 
the Clergy, and all the Poor, eſpecial 
Chriſtians ; in the meaſures of it, 1 
berality and Chearfulneſs ; and 
down the End we ought to propoſe 
our ſelves, Which is the Glory of Gt 
All theſe Sentences are read by the 
© Niſter during. the Collection, with lu 
nu pauſe generally between each Te 


make 3 ſhort Meditation upon each 


ple for the Athſtance of thoſe that 


* 


1. Let your Liebt h ſhine buf 
Men, that they may ſee you 
works, and glorifie your Fa 


is in Heaven, Mat. 5. 16: 228 


VI 
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nll Grant, O God, that I may ſet that 
oflample of Charity to my Neigh- 
Pur which thou requireft, that it 
F ky redound to thy Honour and 
lory, from whom T receive the 
ower to do any thing that is good, 
pd that by ſuch viſible effects of 
ty Grace, my Neighbour may bg 
tracted to know and love the. 
2. Lay not u i ſelves Trea- 
ure * El er; the moth 
I ruſt doth corrupt, and ebere 
Whicves break throu b and fleul; "Dub + 
yy 1p. for your ſelves Treaſures Tn. 
fleaven, where neither ruſt nor moth: 
Wb corrupt, and where Thieves ds 
t break rbrough and ' ſteak, St. Mit 
19, 20. 
T renounce, O Lord, all Word 
ate Affections to the things of this 
World, which are fading in theirx 
ure, and liable to innumerable | 
Accidents. I will fix my Mind up- 
mtheEnjoyments of thy Kingdom, 
which are everlaſting, and prepare 
E 4 IF, 


a} nn 


wel 


ve 
” 
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my ſelf for them, by doing good 
the Souls and Bodies of Men, j 
3. Whatſoever ye world that m 
1 even [0 42 * 0 
| . g 
| 2 Fs St. Mat. 7 — 
et this golden "Rule 0 Lon 
ab all my Actions; let mer 
eve the Neceſſities of my Felloy 


Chriftians, becauſe I thould expe 
Support if I were in their Circux 
| ſtances: This is moreover the bal 
* Expreſſion of my Love to hin 
&F wherein thou haſt made ſo | great 
= part of Religion to conſiſt. 
44. Not every one. that ſaith wnt 
me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into tl 
=P. ngdom-of Heaven, but he that dot 
" the Will f m Father which, it 
| Heaven, 2 7. 21. | 
We are happy upon any term 
O Bleſſed Jeſus, Aa be he: wot; 
thy Kingdom; the belief of wlythd | 
7- Do&rine ſhall appear in M. 
e and WI uſealf ) 
; | 3 . | 


0 | 


K 


iN 
[ 
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Ih: means of Grace thou haſt eſta- 
ſhed, in order to puriſie my cor- 
Nature, and to enable me to do 
Ge Will of thy heavenly Father. 
. Zaccheus ſtood forth, Aa 

2 the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half 
my goods I yive to the poor, and 

I bave done any wrong co any Man, 
ore 4, St. Luke 19. 8. 
lam reſolved, 0 Lord, to perft& - 
Repentance, by reſtoring to the 
ht Cn whatever 1 unjuſtly . 
5, by making ſatisfaction to 
ple 1 have any ways wronged , 
d by ſhewing Mercy to the: Poor, ; 
uch will entitle me to 4 
Wi when I ſtand moſt in need 


e 
e at hir o < £ who =-4 


a Vineyard, and eateth not of the | 
ut thereof? who 4 — 
4 u carerh nut Bra mill of the I 
ee 1 Cor. 9 r 


reo zutheir 1 
| E 3 
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ii 


becauſe of thoſe great benefits It 
| ceive from their Adminiſtrations. 


_ miniſter about holy things, live of 


they who preach the Goſpel ſbonldh 


ſpiritual Warfare, be always ſupporWi! 
ed, may the Huſbandmen of Hr 
Vineyard be plentifully rewardeſ e 
and may the Paſtors of thy Flo 
receive abundant recompence for ii 
their Care and Pains. al 
7. If we have ſown unto you ſpine 
tual things, is it a great matter ac 


1 


we ſhall reap your worldly things 


Grant that I may always rey 
rence thy Prieſts, becauſe they ha 
a peculiar relation to thee ; that 
may ſincerely love them, and chee 
fully provide for their Maintenano 


8. Do you not know, that they ul 


Sacrifice, and they who wait at th 
Altar, are partakers with the Alt 
even ſo hath the Lord ordained, thi 


of the Goſpel, I Cor. 9. 13, 14. 
Under the legal Diſpenlacjanthe 


* 


— — — | 
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oil particularly, O Lord, provide 
br thy Holy Ones. Under the Go 
el thot haſt declared Thy Labou- 
* worthy of their Hire: Let me re- 
giouſly obſerve what thou Haſt or- 
ined, that I may never deprive 
dem of their juſt Rights by any 
8 acrilegious Eneroachments, but be 
dy always to contribute to their 
mfortable Sùbſiſtenſe. 
9. He that ſometh little, ſhall reap: 
Ile, ami he that ſoweth- 2 ; 
ul reap-plenteoufly Let every ons 
according as he is difpoſed in his 
eart, not grudgingly, or of nere ſ⸗. 
A for 2 loueth a en = givers 
Cor. 
ln 1 Bil Diſtributions to thy Mink 
ers, and to the poor Members of 
uu Body, let, O Lord, the willing 
goes of my Mind, und the largeneſs 
rf the Gin, recommend the Offer- 
ng z that I may never confine my 
Lf to the narroweſt-meafures, but 
| per exerciſe Self-denial-in- ordew 
l ws. to 


Make me, O Lord, ready to em- 
ace all occaſions of doing good to 
Men, becauſe they are thy Crea- 
res ; but let the Members of tlie 
me Body, all neceſſitous Chriſtians 

rticularly, hare in my Beneficence; 
Ar they are the conaliar — of 
y Mercy and Tenderneſs. is 
12. Godlineſs is great Riches, if 
han be content with chat be bath x 
r we brought nothing into the world, 


iber may we carry any thing out, 
[ Tim, 6. 6, 7. | WIS \ 
Our Happineſs, O Lord, conſiſts 
v in our abundance, but in the diſ- 
arge of a good Conſcience towards 
od and Man, and in ſubmiſſion to 
2 holy Will. Let that be my CATE, 
Which will laſt for ever, and not the 
riſhing things of chisLafe, which 


d 


* 
© 
* 


ready to 
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- foundation againſt the time to tomy 
hat they may attain eternal Life vr 
2 Tim. 6. 17, 18, 19. | 60 
O my God, as Lenjoy s 1 
of thy Bounty, ſo grant that T ma 
rejoice the heart of my poorNeigh 
bours, by a plentiful diſtribution 
this will make my Wealth a try 
Bleſſing in this World, and throug 
thy infinite Mercy ſecure the Hh 
pinefs of the next. 

14. God is not urig Err # 
be will forget your works and-labou 
that proceedet 4 Love, which Lov 

_ ave: ſhewed for his Name's ſal 
| . — a unto the 9 
and et do mini i/ter, Heb. 6. 10 
here is no Merit in our be 
Works, O Lord, but we hope by 
Reward from thy Goodneſs" which fr 
hath'promiſed, and from th 'ExuthY de 
which will perform: it. Eet buff C 
Love animate our Offerings and fo 
we are aſſured thou wilt wr ah 6 * th 
vourable Eye towards them. I” 


tbe ALT AR. 87 
15. To do good, and to diſtribute, 
foro? not, for with ſuch Sacrifices 
God is 1well pleaſed, Heb. 13. 16. 


that will pleaſe thee, and ſhall I not 
offer them? Oh how happy doſt 
thou make thy poor Creatures, in 
putting it into their power to do = 
ting that is acceptable to thee! I w: 
readily catch at every Opportunity of 

doing good to the Souls and Bodies 
of Men, for therein is thy delight. 
16. Whoſo hath this world's good, 
vl ind ſeeth bis Brother have need, and 
burteth up his Bowels from him, hom 
dwelletbh the Love of God in bim & 
St. John 3. 17. as 


my God, if my neceſſitous Brother 


Charity, and thou haſt thereby con- 


thereby an occaſion to teſtifie the 
Y vth of my Love towards thee, * 
EMS. 28 17. Give 


Do I know Sacrifices, O my God, 


nds not the effects of it. Thy Provis - ³ü 
dence has made him the Object ofmy B 


ſulted my greater good, in giving me 


2 


In vain I pretend to love thee; 0 ä 
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17. Give Alms of thy Goods, an; 


at 


never turn thy Face ” 
Man, e 2 2 

| ſhall not be turned from ther TI y 
Fs am undone, O 108 Xoen one 
thou lookeſt upon me with an Eye k 


OT therefore I will regard 
= the C of the Poor, becauſe he 
1 Nee 
EY after power 2 
if chow beſt et, give ue 
F 
+ rere 
772. 'reward in the 
' Hay of neceſſay, Lob. 4. 8, 9. 
+ fr O Lord, cher cling whe | 
- giveſt me all, ſhould'ſt be acknoy- | 


| Jedged with a proportionable ſhare; 
and yet ſo great is thy Goodneſs, that 
mou rewardeſt the ſmall eum 
we are able to make with comfort 
and ſupport mn eg | 
and in the hour of death. - 


19 He chat bath piy on ther; 


Ic 
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ab to the Lord; and look what 
op out, is ball be paid him 
n, Prov. 19. 17. 
What haſt thou not done, O Lord, 
provoke me to good works; thou 
onde ſcendeſt to be a Debtor to thine 
"wn Creatures, and I ſhould be juſt- 
counted worſe than a Brute, could 
io refuſe to lend upon ſuch advan 
_ terms. 
20. Bleſſed is the Man that pro- 
47 or the Sick and Needy, the 
deliver him in the thme 2 
0 pep Pfal. 41. Both; £ 55H 
Tis thy Bleſhng, 0 Lord, N 
at can make us oy y; let me ne- 
F be ſo much wanting to my ſelf, IM 
o negle& thoſe means > xt 
ceſcribel in order to attain ĩit. 
While the Miniſter reads theſe Ex- 
Wortations to Charity, the Communi- 
ints make their Offerings, which 


aht to be done with ſhort Prayer 
God Acceptance. | 


- 
4 


4 es || 
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APrarux whenwevſfitg jor 
Alms.. mM 
e 


1 Ackwewled ge, O Lord, that al 10 
Poſſeſs ; is the effe& of thy Boy 

; it is from thee I have receive 
i. "and 1 to thy Holy Name be 
Glory. Accept of this Free- 
Offering of my Hands, as a Teſt 
mony of thy Right to "all I ene 
and as an Exerciſe of that Love an 
Charity to my neceſſitous Brethre 
which thou requireſt, and art ple, 
ſed to take as done to thy felf. 
my God, I am reſolved to prefer m 
Duty before any temporal Satis: 
ction, becauſe thy Favour is bette 
than Life; I will dedicate*a pat 
of thoſe good things thou haſt be 
ſtowed upon me to relieve the Poo! 
becauſe. thou haſt made it an By 
denceof my Love to thee, Andg 
that all my Alms-deeds may 2 der 


form d _ ſuch Purity and 5 
| 0 


the AL TAX © gf 
fon of Mind, and with ſuch a Pro- 
Mortion to what thou haſt given me, 

that 7 may be acceptable in oy 


boht, tro“ the Merits of Jeſus Chri 
my Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


When the Offertory is finiſhed, the 
Prieft deſires God to accept of oux Alms, 
ind of. thoſe Oblations of Bread and 
Wine which he is now about to conſe- 
ite, whereby they may become to us 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt; in which 
ye are to join with the greater Fer- 


eflconcerned in the Acceptance of the Ho- 
y Gifts. And at this time it is that we 
ererciſe another ſort of Charity, by ofter- 


"Militant, for all Eſtates and Conditions 
JW of Men, that God would be pleaſed to 

bear us for them, by virtue of the Sa- 
cifice of his Son which we are about᷑ to 
MF commemorate. And we now thank 
bod for all his Servants departed this 
Life in his Faith and Fear, becauſe it 1s 
zl virtue of the ſame Sacrifice they wall 
obtain their perfect Conſummation and 
Bliſs. How conformable this is to the 
Practice of the Ancient Church, 1s well 
/ known 


) 


wur, becauſe we are ſo. particularly Yi 


ng up our Interceſſions for the Church 3 
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known to thoſe who are ſkilled in E: 
eleſiaſtical Hiſtory. | FE or 
While the Be ſays the Exbortatiafitc! 
and the Invitation, we ſhould n li- 
with great Reverence, and attend tv; 
thoſe Advantages which he declares ty 
be the Portion of worthy Commuinit 
cants, and comfort our ſelves with du 
pious Reſolutions againſt the Dange 
thoſe incur that receive unworthily 
and at the ſame time look inward upar 
_ ourfelves, to ſee how far we come uptc 
the Qualifications of thoſe that are ir 
vited to draw nigh, and to receive witl 
| our | ca 
foll next, in the humbleſt Voſture 
of kneeling, repeating the Words afte 
the Muuſter with great Sorrow of Heart 
for the many heinous Offences we hay 
been guilty of, and muſt be ſure thatt 
inward Senſe of our Minds anſwer the 
Propriety of thoſe Expreſſions which the 
Church puts into our Mouths,that while 
we Uraw near unto God with our Lips 

dur Hearts may not be far from hun. 

When the Abſolution is pronounced, 
we muſt keep our ſelves in great St 
lence; and in an humble Poſture, while 
| 3 
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e are receiving ſo great a e 
or here we mult not repeat the Mo 
er the Miniſter, becauſe it is a pe- 
bar part of the Prieſtly Office to ab- 
re. It is in ſome Places the Cuſtom 
» pronounce an Amen in 2 low tone, 
er every Sentence of the Abſoluti- 
; however we muſt be ſure at the 
xd of it, to 3 hearty Amen, 
at God would be pleaſed to conſirm in | 
{-2ven what he has given his Miniſters © i 
MWuthority to pronounce on Earth. 
After the Abſolurion, the Church has 
rovided us with ſome choice Portions of 
cripture, to beget in us a lively Faith I 
nd firm Perſuaſion of God's Mercy anỹd 
Wzivenefs towards penitent Sinners, i 
v the end that their Hopes may be re- 
red, and that the Comfort of tlie Ab- 
blution may be confirmed to them. i 
They are generally read with ſo great Wl 
:Pauſe between them, that the Commus- | 
licants may have leifure to make fome 
dort Reflections upon them, which may 
te done in the following manner. 


Comb into ine all that trete aud 


ae heavy laden, and I will refreſb 
on, 8 t. II. 28. | | 
| | - In g 


Drees 
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| In Obedience to thy Call, OBI#' 
ſed Fefus, I approach unto thee 1 
' mult confeſs the Senſe of my mai 
and great Follies oppreſs me and e 
ver me with Confuſion ; but thiÞ/ 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs will reſt 

| TJoy and Gladneſs to my Soul. 
So God loved the World, that | 
ave his only begotten Son, that allthii 
* Jelizve in him ſhould not periſh bi 
have everlaſting Life. St. John 3. 16 
No greater Evidence of thy Lo] 
O Lord, can be deſired than the Sal 
crifice of thy Son; O! qualifie ny 
If Soul to receive the Benefit of it 
a firm and immoveable Faith in th 
Merit of his Death, that I m 
| eſcape thoſe Puniſhments my $I 
deſerve, and obtain that Salvatiol 

| 


- 


— 3 — - 


0 —— 


thou haſt graciouſly promiſed. 
| This is a true Saying, and uon 
bn of all Men to be received, that Chl 
Feſus came into the World to ja 
Sinners, 1 Tim. 1. 15. NF 
A A moſt bleſſed and joyful Truth 

4 whic 


l 
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Bu ich Iwill firmly believe, becauſe 
: ealed from above. Thou, O Bleſ- 
d Jerus, wert made manifeſt to 
q roy the Works of the Devil, and 


CC 
th 
to 


e to my Sins; let my true Re- 
tance make me a fit Object of 
Mercy, and then, even my Sins 


thy Favour, | ; band 
IF any Man fm we haue an Ad- 
gate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt 
W Righteous, and he is the Propiti- 
m for our Sins, I St. John 2. I. 


Bleſſed God ! who haſt not left 


vill not deſpair of thy Mercy, 


) 
es for me: Let the Merit of his 


1 fer ings plead for the Acceptance 
f my penitential Sorrow, and con- 
„to me Strength and Power to 
Fe thee better for the time to 


We. 


7 


\ 


ne. 
cl 


releaſe me from the Puniſhment 


l not deprive me of the Hopes 


without a Remedy, when our 
ritual Enemies prevail againſt us; 


ice the immaculate Jeſus inter- 


— _. wa 


* 1 * 
—_— 
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* 
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when we declare with our Lips, th: 
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Me have been hitherto employed n 
hearing our Duty, exerciſing our (in 
rity, profeſſing our Repentance, all; | 
ſtrengthening our Faith in the Ga N 
neſs of God. We are now called wit 
by prone him, and to life up, our Heal 
to him; which made ſo conſtant a pil, : 
of this ſolemn Service, that all the MW; 
cient Liturgies a in this Ford, 
. which our Church retains. And 
. deed when our Conſciences are @ 
by Repentance, and quieted by Pard 
we have great reaſon joyfully to x 
knowledge the Bounty of our Be. 
factor. And this Exhoreation had 
only a reſpe& to the Duty of Pral 
but ſeems to require the diſmiſſing 
all worldly Thoughts, that we m 
the better fix our Minds upon the H 
ly Myſteries. It is the Chriſtians H 
age, that calls them to attend with 
great Seriouſneſs and Devotion up 
the ſolemn Service they are engage 
in; and therefore we muſt take care 


[ 


we lift up our Hearts to the Lord, tia 
we be ſincere in our Profeſſion. The 
follows the Addreſs, which conſiſts ul: 
an acknowledgment of onr own _ 4 
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dBineſs to approach God's Table, and 
imploring his Divine Aſſiſtance. Af 
t this comes the Prayer of Conſeera- 
, the moſt ancient and eſſential 
t of this Euchariſtical Worſhip, be : 
aſc it is by the Prayer and Autbo- 
ot God's lawful Miniſter, tnat the 
inge of Bread and Vine become to us 
1bols of the Body and Blood of Chriſt. 
WW: ought now with great Devotion to 
n in thoſe Petitions the Prieſt offers 
to the end that the Elements of Bread 
ine may be invigorated with the 
ine Virtue of Chriſt's Body and 
od. We ſhould attend to the Actions 
\raking the Bread, and pouring out 
Wine, with proper Meditations; and 
Men the — is finiſhed; it 
be very fit to expreſs.our Admira- 
and Thankfulneſs for the Divine 


» 


riſhment provided for us. 
PRAYER immediately after 
| FT! Conſe cration. 4 off 
p | Ccept, O Eternal God, of that 
1 Repreſentation we make be- 


F: thice of that A hicient Sa- 
. crifice 


— 
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crifice which. thy Son, our Savio 
Jeſus Chriſt made upon the Crol 
Let the Merit of it plead effectu 
ly for the Pardon and Forglven 
of all my Sins, and render thee 
vourable and propitious to me, 
miſerable Sinner; Let the Pon 
of it prevail againſt all the Pow 
of Darkneſs; Let the Wiſdom o 
make me wiſe unto Salvation, a 
let the Peace of it reconcile me 
thee, and bring to me Peace of C 
D 
I adore thee, O Bleſſed Jeſus, 
ST Redeemer, who didſt endure the pa 
ful and ſhameful Death of the Cre 
co recover me from a ſtate of 5 
and Miſery; I admire thine infin 
Condeſcenſion, who wert pleaſed 
be made miſerable, that I might 
made happy; poor, that I might 
enriched; and didſt die, that I mig 
live for ever. With all my Sub 
dear Jeſus, I love and praiſe thec 


theſe tupcndous Expcetborne 1 


$ 


© & 
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anty and Goodneſs towards me; 
Lamb of-God, that takeſt away 

Sins of the World, have Mercy 
non me; O Lamb of God, that 
Wt away the Sins of the World, 
„it me thy Peace. Amen, Lord 
s, Amen. 


PRAYER before Receiving 
the Conſecrated . Bread., 


miſting of We Mon, ai 


1 
L mighty and Everlaſting Os 
I po: nd to humble my elf" 
ue thee, under the Senſe Tee r 
deny and heinousSins which 1 
guilty of againſt thy Divin 
„ in Thought, Word, and 
| confeſs with Sorrow an 
ſon of Face, that I have 
Neglected the Düties of k 
which is the great and Its 
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tant Concern of my Life; and wh 
1 have performed them, I have Mir 
exerciſed that Fervour of Spirit, ul 
Intenſeneſs of Mind, which {@l 
holy Services require from me. Ii 
Ihave nat been ſufficiently tha 
Ful for the continued effects of t| 
 #Goodneſs and Bounty towards m 
neither have I received the affli&i 
Diſpenſations of thy Providence vi 
that Patience and Submiſſion whi 
is due to that infinite Wiſdom fi 
hence they 
I have not preſerved ſuch a Sen 
| © my Follies and Infirmities, 
At to have inſpired a mean a 
Opinion of my ſelf, and to h 
e me ready to condeſcend to i 
»{t Offices for the Service of 1; 
ve not ſet a ſufficient Gu 
1y Senſes, ſo that y K 
rs have been inſtrumenta 


1 ing Soul 


Alen 
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oy of Life have been made a 
indulging. Pleaſure more 
mn n that End and Deſign for which 
y were beſtowed. 
have had a greater regard to 
e Faſhion and Cuſtom of the 
old, than to that Sincerity which 
jou requireſt in all my Conver- if 
ion. 
fl have too often impaired the | 
lit and Reputation of my Neigh- 
ur, by difcovering his Faults and. 
irmities „and have too cafily li- 
end to thoſe Slanders againſt him 
hich bad Men have ſuggeſted. _ 
have not embraced all thoſe Oc- 
ons thou haſt offered me, of do- 
good to the Souls and Bodies of 
kellow Chriſtians, neither have 
lſcharged with due Care thoſe re- 
Wc Offices in the ſtation wherein 
Providence 7 placed me. 


Jam aſtoniſhed, O Lord, at at my 
Ih Raſhneſs, when I reflect upon 
_ - that 


when I conſider the infinite Kin 


perfect Freedom of thy Service. 
and if thou, O Lord, hadſt dealt wit 
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that Dread Majeſty which I hai 
provoked : 
I deteſt and abhor my Ingratitud 


neſs of that bountiful Father whit 
I have offended ; 

I condemn and accuſe my um 
countable Stupidity, when I recolle 
that miferable Slavery and Bonda 
which I have preferred before tl 


Tabhor my ſelf in Duſt and Aſhe 


me according to my deſerving, i! 
ſtead of approaching thy Altar wi 
hopes of Acceptance, I might ha 
been ſpending a ſad Eternity, und 
remedileſs Pains and Miſery. 
But there is Forgiveneſs: wi 
thee, that thou may'ſt be feared: 
and thou haſt declared thy Mer 
above all thy Works. 21M. 
The ineſtimable Sacrifice of ti 
Son, which thou haſt provided 


us, r aſſures me of 
readin 


dineſs to admit me to terms of 
eace and Reconciliation. 


iy 


ul Oh let thy infinite Mercy ind - 


inompaſſion receive me in the Qua- 
hidfity of a penitent Supplicant, whom 
y great Patience has born with-as 
ml Sinner. 

lle I am heartily ſorry I have offend- 
da thee; I deteſt my Sins, becauſe 
ey are diſpleaſing to thee, who 
t infinite Goodneſs, —_ 


he 
pit thy Grace, to return no mort to. 
olly, to avoid all occaſions of Evil, 

Id to live better for the time to 
[ intreat thee therefore, by the 


| i my Redemption;that thou would(f 
pleaſed to releaſe me from the 
— of all my Sins: 

Let that immaculate and 


7 ence: I now commemorate, be 
i! 2M 4. 
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I am reſolved, by the Aſſiſtance | 


lerits of thy Son's Blood, the Pries 


rifice, which he offered upon : the | 
f e and which by thy god Prb- 


effectual | ſ 


Lord, to cure my Infirmities; 
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effectual for my Pardon and Fog, 
giveneſs. 4 
I know my many and great 8 
are juſt matter of Fear and Dejectiu 
of Spirit, but I will hope in thi 
Mercies, which are boundleſs an 
infinite. | 
The Senfe of my own unworthi 
nefs would {ink me into Deſpair, di 
Inot reflect upon thine infinite Good 
neſs, and that precious Blood whid 
was ſhed to purchaſe Redemptior 
for me. W's 


Thus ſupported, O Lord, I av 

proach this Chriſtian Sacrifice ; 
I come as a ſick Man to the great 
Phyfician of Life, I beſcech thee, Offi 


I come as a polluted Wretch to the 

Fountain of Mercy, waſh away, I in 

treat thee, all my Uncleannels ;; 

I come as a returning prodigaihi 

Child to his tender and compatli 

nate Father, O receive me, u 
| ve 
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Fa re me, and revive me by thy Fe 


5 2 blind Man to the 
bn wrce of eternal Brightneſs, do 
hou; © Lord, enlighten my Dark- 
wg: that I may behold the won- 
| A things of thy Law. 
I come as a poor frail Creature to 
die great Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
x ly my Wants, and do abundant- 
: cas: more for me than I am able to alk 
think. 
Let me not only receive the out- 
ard and viſible Signs, but the in- 
Pgard and ſpiritual Grace, the Body 
id Blood of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt; 
That fo all carnal Affection may 
q e in me, and that all thing be- 
Inging to the Spirit may le an 5 1 it 
ow in me 5 [1 
TY That I may have Power and. 
F — to have Victory, and to 
my againſt the World, the 
2, and the Devil: 


oY And alſo may be — with all 


C 


F 5 ſuch 
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F fuch-heavenly Vertues, which al 
- pleaſing to thee, and which th 
wilt eternally reward, for the Merl 
of: thy Son's Death, to whom wit 
the Pacher and the Holy Ghofl, . 

all Honour and Sie World y 

out end. Amen. 


Another PRAYER before 2 
the C onſecrated Bread. 


Con ben of Petitions for the Vinull 


6. # a —_ Life,” 


I. 
TOST merciful. and pratin j 
0 Sh God, who of thy g 1 000 
*  neſsdidſt give thy Son his Chri 


"__ 


d fo take upon him our Natarn/ . 


to humble himſelf to Death, 
the Death of the'Croſs ; 1; 
I beſeech thee by his infinite Car ? 
deſoenſion, by his pe rfect Obedien 
and by his meritorious Suffering 
not only to pardon my paſt 


* 2 
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Whit to ende me with. polritidy: 
e to reſiſt them for the 
come. 

Let the Virtue of theſe bol! My⸗ 
feries repjeniſh me with ſuch 99 
natural Gifts and Graces e 
ySpirit, as may enable me no only 

Pact conformable to the Light of 
by own Mind, but may make me 
adily obey thy heavenly Motions, 
nd conſtantly follow the Supgeſti- 

ns of thy Holy Inſpiration. 

Give he a zealous Senſe of Piety 
wards thee, my loving Lord and 
vvereign, and to all thy ſacred and 
vine Myſter ies 

Let me reverence thy Word aud 

Vorſhip, and all Things ànd Per- 

ns dedicated and devoted 00 ff thy: 
Well iar Service. 

Let me ſubmir 70 21 the Afffij- 
ons thou ſnalt think fit to Jay 

e with Patience and with Mecknefs | 
et me truſt to 9 iq | 

"Pp lupply me under - Fg” | 

ite; 133 And 


* 
5 * 
| La 
1 


not be buried and drowned in bru 
not be Vanity, nor my Labour Folly 


Mind upon thoſe | Pleaſures. which 
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And let me thankfully acknoy. 
ledge thy Bounty for all thoſe 200d 
things which thou ſo freely haf be 
owed upon me. 


IL 


_ Giveme, O Lord, that divine Wi 
domwhich propoſes the pleaſingthee 
astheEnd and Aim ofall my Abc | 
and which directs to all thoſe means 
which thou haſt graciouſly eſtabliſh 
ed for the working out my Salvation; 

That my precious time may not 
be employed in hunting after Tri 
fles, that my natural Talents ma 


tiſh Senſuality, that my Study may 


But that framing a rig 
ment in all things, I may 


ht Jucs 


are at dey right Hand, which 
permanent and durable; 

And that the great tvs and Bu 
finefs of my Life may be to ob Us 
thy Favour, who art the lors U; 


30 
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od of my Soul, and the ſatisfy- 
W's Center of all my Deſires. - f | 
To this end inure me to ſpiritu- 
Objects by conſtant and fervent 
yer, by entertaining my Thoughts 
zith pious Meditations, by rrading¹ 
nd hearing thy Holy Word witli 
tverence and Attention, and by 
S:quently approaching thy Altars 
ith Humility and Devotion; 
And above all, let a conſtant Fear | 
Sf offending my good God put me 
Von my Guard, and make me watch- hi 
| amidſt thofe imminent ers 
at ſurround me in this my Pil- 
image on Eartn. 80 
Thou, O Lord, who reſiſteſt the 
proud, and giveſt Grace to the Lo- 
, endue me with the Vertue of. 
rue Humility, the Model of which 
Sy only Son traced out for the Pra- 
tice of the Faithful z - + - + 
uy That I may have a juſt Senfe of 
In! my Weakneſſes and Follies, and, 
ray readily ſubmit to the meaneſt 
7 Offices 


, 


, —— — oc Acoenar . 6.44 24 
* * 


| 


thee above all things, who art infi 
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Offices for the Welfare and*Bene 
of 7 Fellow Chriſtians 5 © 
That I may reſtrain all immode 
rate Deſi res of Honour, by doing nc 
thing thro' Strife or Vin Got 
And that I may never exult m 
felf upon the account of any Ad 
vantage I enjoy of Body or Mind: 
bove others, by remembring that 
is not the _ of my Merit, dut e 
nite neſs and iff 
g Mercy. 


9 — mie from the Slave 
ry and Dominion of Pride, whic 
threw. Angels from Heaven, ane 
drove Man out of Paradiſe, wilt 
produces fo much Evil and Tormen 
wherever it reſides, and which, abo 
all, is ſo 7 rd thy fight. 

Grant, O Lord, that I may hr 


1 perfect in thy own Nature; 
t I may Jefite thee above all 


things, w art full of Mercy and 
W 
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MFCompaſſion towards the Children of 
Men: ö f 

Whom is there in Heaven but 
thee ? and whom upon Earth that 1 
can deſire in compariſon of thee ? 
As the Heart thirſteth a the 
Water-Brooks, ſo let my Soul long 
ifter thee, O God. F +71 1 
Let the Allurements of the World, 
and the Enjoyments of Senſe appear 
2; trifling Entertainments, in com- 
pariſon of the Pleaſure and Happi- 
neſs of ſerving thee and doing good. 

Let the. Difficulties and: Dangers 


Duty, be ſo far from diſcouraging 
me, that they may raiſe my Spirits, 
weltincreaſe my Reſolution, and ferve 
only to make thePleafure of loving 
thee more intenſe and perfect. 

Let the divine Flame of thy Love 


may free my Mind from all vile Af- 
ſections, and influence all my Actions 
vith a careful Obſervance of thy 
| 1 Holy 


which I meet with in the way of mx 


burn ſo bright in my Soul, chat ir 
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Holy Laws, and farther evidence it 
Sincerity by diligently conſulting: 
the Temporal and Spiritual Happiſ 
neſs of my Neighbour. _ Poi 

O! let it ſuppreſs all the bitte: 
Effects of Envy, that I may compaſÞ: 
ſionate his Misfortunes, and rejoice} 
in all the good things thou art plea 
ſed to beſtow upon him; ; 
That I may be tender of his Re: 

putation, and never expofe it by raſh! 
Cenſures, nor diminiſh it by the re 
lation of his real Infirmities ; ſ 

That I may guard my Heart from! 
ſecretly repining at his Proſperity Þ« 
or triumphing in his Calamity 

That I may ſet a Watch upon the 
Door of my Lips, that I may ſpeak 
no Evil concerning him, nor utt 
any Words of det raction. 
That it may quiet and appeaſq 
the furious boiling of Anger in myÞ 
Mind, by making me patient and 
meek under all Provocations, by dif 
poling me to forgive Offences and 
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n return Silence to all injurious 
ingFreatment. | 
p That it may conquer worldly 
rrow which worketh Death, by a 
tte@Þmfortable Expectation of future 
afY:ppineſs : wel +14 
icy That it may expel Malice by do- 
ea; Good, that it may ſtrengthen 
y Weakneſs by Fortitude, cure my 
eſpair by Hope, my Liſtleſſneſs by 
ritual Exerciſes, 
And reſtrain the Wandringsof my 
ind towards unlawful things, by 
ing ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in 
te Work of the Lord. 
IV. 
J Give me, O Lord, a ſober Abſti- 
ice, that I may know how to a- 
Fund and how to want: | 
That my fleſhly. Appetites may 
kept under ſtrict Government, 
Ice the indulging of them by our 
nd K brought Death into the 
#OF1C : | | 
That they may always obſerve 
their 
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their due bounds by adminiſtring i 
the Neceſſities of Life, and new 
ſupport and encourage Luxury 
which is boundleſs and infinite, 
which brings forth Scurrility an 
Immodeſty, which depreſſes th 
Soul, — renders it unapt for {hk 
ritual En joyments. | 
Make me ſo mindful of that fri 
Account Imuſt give of all my AionſÞþ 
at the dreadful Tribunal Seat, thi 
it may mortifie all Inclinations, an; 
Temprations to finful Pleaſures, 
And ſtir me up toZeal and Dil, 
gence in performing all thoſe thing 
which are acceptable in thy ſight. 
In order to attain theſe bleſſe 
Ends, O Lord, I approach thy He 
Iy Table, that I may grow in Grace 
and may be enabled to imitate th 
ſuffering Virtues of the crucifeſ 
Jeſus. . 
Grant therefore, moſt merci: 
God, that the receiving the Sfmt: 
bols of his Body and Blood, * 
2 
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am about to partake of, may by 
e Grace and Efficacy of his Spirit, 
nform me to his divine Image; and 
uke me ſtedfaſt in ſerving thee, 
ll thou takeſt me finally to enjoy 
Nee, through Jeſus Chriſt my Bleſſed 
W:viour and Redeemer. Amen. 


The foregoing Prayers may be uſed 
n our Pews before we go up to the 
ommumon Table. When the Commu- 
icants are but few, and we have not % 
me to enlarge our Devotions, we may _ 
comprehend the devout Affections of a Y 
worthy Receiver in the following ſhort- 
Ar Prayer, 


4 {PRAYER before Receiving the 
100 Conſecrated Elements. 
th 


ill, 4 OST gracious God, who of 
VI thy infinite Mercy haſt gi- 
ren thy Son Jeſus Chriſt to be our 
Treat High-Prieſt, and the Biſhop of 


dur Souls, who did offer up View: 
ſelf 
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ſelf to. thee a pure and immaculitF * 
Sacrifice upon the Croſs for us mi ui 
ſerable Sinners, who has given ur 
his Fleſh: to eat, and his Blood tolffio! 
drink, in a myſtical manner; and 
haſt aſſured us by thy holy Spirit 
that as often as we eat that Bread 
and drink that Cup, we ſhew fort 
the Lord's Death. till. his coming 
again. If 
E humbly beſeech thee therefore 
by the Merits of his Blood, the grea 
Price of our Redemption; 
I intreat thee by his wonderful 
and ineffable Charity, wherewith 
he has vouchſafed to love us unwor- 
thy Creatures, at ſo great a rate, 
& that thou would'ſt be pleaſed to 
wah me in his Blood from all my 
Sins, which make me unworthy to 
| partake of theſe holy Myſteries :. 
Let my Repentance be hearty and 
ſincere, and expreſs it ſelf in all the 
Circumſtances of holy Obedience 
for the time to come; 1 


Thou 


NU 
0 
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AY Thou alone out of an unclean 
ning canſt bring a clean, of a 
uMretched Sinner make me therefore 
tolfioly and righteous. \ 
nd Thou art the Fountain of Merey, 
it hut not up thy Bowels of Compal- 
don towards me. 
th Thou art the great Phyſiciam vr | 
nWouls, diſplay thy Power in my 

Health and Recovery. 

rel Let me approach thy Holy Table 
atFrith Reverence and Devotion, that 


o vile Affections may hinder me © 
ulWfrom receiving the Benefits of this i] 


tivine Nouriſhment. 
Let me celebrate this Chriftiaty- 
„ Pacrifice with Purity of Heart, and 
of: right Intention of Mind, that I 
ray obtain all thoſe Advantages, for 


0Fvhich thou wert gracioully pleaſed 4 


Iv eſtabliſh it. N 
d * — 2 entirely reſign my Soul 


Coup to be a reaſonable, hol ty, 
at li 0 Sacrifice unto thee; for 


the juſteſt Claim to me, 
1 ſince 
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ſince the Bleſſed Jeſus has purch 
ſed me at the Price of his oy 
Blood. <H 
Grant, O Lord, that I may co 
ſtantly endeavour to make ſo 
Proficiency in all the Virtues of t 
Chriſtian Life; becauſe the Bleſſe 
Jeſus has obtained for me, by thi 
Merits of his Sufferings, the Grad 
and Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spiri 
to work in me both to will andt 
do thy good Pleaſure. 
Make me ready to be reconcile 
to all thoſe that have offended me 
* becauſe when we were Enemies u 
pere reconciled to God by the Deat 
of his Son: 
Let me embrace all my poor Braff 
thren with ſincere Love and Chari 
ty; and contribute all I can to th 
relief of Chriſt's diſtreſſed Member 
becauſe he thought not his Life to 
dear, nor his Blood too precious t 
redeem me from a ſtate. of Bondaę 
and Slavery. 1 
er Strengthe 
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+4 Strengthen me, O Lord, in ſueh 
nanner by this ſpiritual Food, 
at I may f acceſsfully encounter 
the Attacks of my Spiritual Ene- 
ies; 

˖ Suppreſs 1 in me the Spirit of Pride 
fd vain Glory, of Envy. and De- 
thi:.tion, of Uncleanneſs and Intem- 
adF:rance, or of any Diſtruſt and Dy- 
rifficnce of thy Mercy ; 

ff May all Temptations to theſs ot. 
nces againſt thy Holy Laws be 
rercome by that Power which thou 
alt be pleaſed to communitate to 
e in this Holy Sacrament ; 

And may all thoſe Evils hich 
he Craft and Subtilty of the De- 
il, or Man worketh againſt me, be 
: ought to nought : 
r 
t 


'0 
) 


l 

ne 
* 
[ 


That, being outwardly and in- 
8 up" == foie by the: Alliftancerof 
5 — towards the 
| 7h for = nag 1 of the High 
Falling of God in Chrift Jeſs 5: 


in 


hen J thall enjoy thee no longer 


2  tixhi me with thy Likeneſs y; 
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in Myſtery, which is our Lot aff 
Portion here below, but fee th! 
Face to Face, and be eternally fati 
fied with the Pleaſures of thy Kin 
dom, in and through the Merits 
Jeſus Chriſt our only Mediator a 
Advocate, nes. 


WW hen the P rieſt e | 
deliver the Conſecrated Bread, 


G O Lord ! and maby 1 
long tarrying, O my God! 
1 am not worthy thou ſhould 
enter under my Roof; but, Lord 
be mereiful to me a Sinner. 
long for thy Salvation, O1 ſa 


I open my Heart to thts O! 
come unto me, and abide with me, 
and powerfully ſupport me in al 
Trials and Temptations, hen! 
| oſt need * Help. Amen. 

| „ * 
4 PhAvEs 
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vw Rt em 
1 en kv after. N the. 
l Conſe ecrated. Bread. 


8 ( Leſſed de t Holy Wm 9 

4 Lord Wage this thy ineſti- 
able 618 for 'this Gomer chou 
t left me in this Vale of Tears, 2 
As long as L live will 1 HT 
Re; 8 b as have any being, 


vill moſt thank '4cknowled 
15 th Bount d Goodneſs t = 


Children 6 Man 5:0! 1ſt | 
Thou haſt given me Oy bibs) 
dy to be the! Food of my Sbul be. 
d I offer to thee my Bod andSoul, 
ike them fit for'thy Service! +... 
Let this divine Food repair inter! | 
latever has been ene by the 

Wilts of the Fleſh, "62" ths Wiles of 
tan : POL, £02 (45306716 [C1] * 
That iy Unddittny 5 de 
reiſed in athe Knowledge of Thees 
ki the Contemplation of chyllieine 


mths, — are alone able te. 
een 


1 % Devorigns:for 
make me wiſe unto Salvation; 
That my Will may chuſe and 


fire thee above all things, who af 
the chiefeſt Good, the moſt defir: 


isfaction. 
will . Lend. b vecaul 
5 art 41.5 Good, and i 
| r r ever; | 
= Mil lor ue, O Lord, be Der: 
thou didſt — me after thy, on 
ES th: of Jing, a 


5 2 O Lord, be 
| | kd ot and, .undone my.{d 
thau e to redeem me: 
Iwill love thee, O Lord, becau | 
thou art only worthy of my Lov, 
thaw only canſtfill aud arsfenl 
| — ES therefare ray Hope 
dee and bial my 1 | 


in thee, _ 


0 


he K 4 R. 


Be thou 
id let all my AC ] 
t in thee; _ 

TB: thou e WY 
$4 1«r N des 
Ind on the. 

Be thou 1 
reafure,” an fer y 
nefs' be fix d in the Enjoy 
Ne. eg Lord Jeſus, Amen,” 


abe Feen l 


ben. ti 7 rieft aÞ ES to 
liver the C onſecrated,, Mine. 


Will receive tha up of Salvatian; 
egos call: ane the e of Thy 
[ will tarifis fry Nava ar 
had of the New Covenant, anch 
Peage my ſelf, O God. to baider? 
TIONS % 4 1 37 210 
e my thirſty Soul with * 
aud let this Communion of 
Blood of: Chriſt _ more Glad- 


Wo 


124 DEVOTTNONs por 
neſs into my Heart, than Wine a6, 
Oil when they increaſG. 


1229 311 1-1 


4 PR AYER: after | Receiving thi 
Conſecrated ine. 
#13 119 b 
JLeſling.and Horibur, Glory ah. 
Power be unto him that ſittet 
on the Throne, and unto the Lam 
that was ſlain, for ever and ever. 
I give thee moſt _ and hea 
ty Thanks, O Lord, from the bot 
tom of my Soul, that con haſt bee 
pleaſed to admit me at this time 
the Participation of theſe holy an 
deſirable Myſteriessʒ 
That thou haſt vouchſafed tofee 
me a Sinner, thy unworthy ServanſÞ! 
with the ſpiritual Nourifhment Q© ( 
the Body and Blood of thy Son J@* 
ſus Chriſt; and this not for any MF 7 
rits of my own, but for the ſabe 
* infinite Goodneſs and Mere 
 Unworthy though Jam, yet 
Bointy, O Lord, never fails; 


Fl 


li 
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Ve of my Saviour is not dimi- 

ned, and the Virtue of his Propi- 

ation is never exhauſted; 

Grant therefore, I beſeech ches 

at this Holy Sacrament may never 

Arn to my Judgment and Condem- 

ne ation, 

But that it may be Health and Re- 

mſovery under all my Weakneſſes and 

-Whrmities, _ | 

ard Safety and Defence againſt all the 

offitacks of my Spiritual Enemies, 

x Vigour and Strength to all my 

* ol Purpoſes and Reſolutions, 

nd Comfort and Support under all the 

ichictions and Calamities of Life, 

Aſſiſtance and Direction under an 

nW@ificulties and Doubts, 

7 Courage and — under all 

][@:ngers and Perſecutions, eſpecially 

1 times of Sickneſs, and at the Hour 
Death nenn _ 

© finally, let it procure for me 

irdon and Forgiveneſs i in this Life, | 

5 and Favour at the Day of 


4. G 6 ; "FW t 


0 


ee 


1 
ax 


4 
| 


| 
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Judgment, anda never-fading Crow 
of Glory'in thy heavenly Kinedar 
where with thy Son Jeſus Chris 

and the Bleſſed Spirit, thou livet 


and reigneſt, n, 
out end. Amen. | 


ing finiſhed'thoſe Donati th 
ade _ our ſelves, this is a proper {& 
fon to be mindful of the Wa and Ne 
ceſſitjes of our Brethren, and we a 
not better exerciſe our Charity, than bf 
recommending the whole ſtate of Ma 
kind to the Mercy and Goodneſs of Go 
and by interceding with him, by tl 
Tian of this Chriſtian e f 
a ſupply: of whatever, the 
in $5 of. Such, . = 
g made a part of the pub) ick Liturpy 
f of the ancient Church, as is well knoy 
to thoſe = are converſant in Ant 
ity; and no part of the Prayers: 
— 4 more in length than that 
related to this Subject; ſo that que t: 
not do better, than ta. follo dhe , 
cient Model tor our Sirecn in 
particular. 


"Y 


(NEV {18 * 


ESE A 
2 A PRAY 
cated 8 * 
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w ett: 0219146) wa} 
ml PRAYER for the whole State 


H = | 2 * . | 4 5 7 
of Manbint. 
141 en 4169111 i 


el - | HO Dll i 
A Ccept, O Lord, of my Prayers 


and Interoeſſions, ab à Teſti- 
nony of my Charity, for the whofe 
Lace of Mankind, and Jet the Vür- 
e and Efficacy of this Chriſtian .. 
Wacrifice procure for them Comfort 
nd Relief in all thoſe Wafits, and 


a Neceſſit ies they labour under. 
30 Enlighten the dark Corners of the 


arth with the bright Sunſhine of 
hy glorious Goſpel, and ſueceed the 
ous Deſigns of all thoſe that endea- 
our the Propagation of the King- 
lom of thy Son; that thy Way may 
e known upon Earth, and thy Sa- 
ing Health among all Nations. 
Let thy continual Pity cleanſe and 


rafend thy Church; and for as much 
it cannot continue in Safety wich- 
Wt thy Succour, preſerve it evermore 
© thy Help and Goodneſss. 

4 Wn | G 4 Endue , 


v_ 


with a conſcientious Diſcharge of: 
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Endue the Governours and PH 
ſtors of it with Courage and-Refolih 
tion to preſerve thoſe ſacred RighKc 
thou haſt commited to their Tru. 


with Zeal and Diligence in-prom@i! 


ting ſolid and ſubſtantial Piety, an 


ca 


the important Duties of their Hol 


Function. 1147 * | | I 
Let all Secular Magiſtrates ſtudſhra 
to govern their People with Trutnd 
and Juſtice, and to preſerve them iFi1 

Wealth, Peace and Godlineſs. ha 

© Blefs our Sovereign, and all the. 

Royal Family, with the Dew q@re 

thy Heavenly Spirit, that they, e [ 
_ truſting in thy Goodneſs, protegeWtic 

by thy Power, and crowned witc 
thy gracious and endleſs Favourſſe 
may continue before thee, in HealtiMicr 

Peace, Joy and Honour, a long ann 

happy Life upon Earth, and.aftqfho( 

Death obtain everlaſting Life an len 
Glory in the Kingdom of Heaven. F 


Let War and Bloodſhed ceaſe: 


IL 
* 
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nong Chriſtian Princes, and give 
0 kf Nations Unity, Peace, and 
oncord. ! | ; 
Bleſs all the People of this Land 
ith Health, Peace and Plenty; and 
each them to ufe ſuch thy Bleſfings 
th Sobriety, Gratitude and ated 
i 

Make all Chriſtians | fngeely to 
ractiſe that Religion the ele 
Id inſpire them with ſock, uniting 
rinciples, and charitable Hearts, 
hat they may love one another, and 
nlcrcby convince the World that they 
e thy, Diſciples. | 

Be merciful to all my Friends, Re- 
rions, and Acquaintance; thoſe that 
te in Sin, convert them; thoſe that 
re in Grace, confirm and ſtren 
tem ; thoſe that are in Adverſity, 
fort and, ſupport, them; and 
oe that are in Proſperity, ſuffer 
em not to forget thee. 
Forgive all my Enemies, make 
em calle and ready to be reconci- 


—_ tt a IR GW 
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led, and give them Repentance an 
| better Minds. ib 
Be gracious to all that are In Af 
Kiction and Diſtreſs, that labour un 
r the Stmights ef Poverty; th 
ſuffer Perſecution for the Tel Fin 
of a good Conſcience, that mour 
under Captivity - Baniſhment, e 
any unjuſt Oppreſſion 

| Fa 9th exerciſed © - bog 
Pains and Diſeaſes; that are fol 
cited with ſtrong Terpchten 
are dejected with Tenor aud Tro 
bles of Mind; 

Pity and "ievethgi; leer! Ne 
beſſities, gwe them Patience unde 
all their Sufferings, and in thy du 
time deliver them, devordrng to th 
great ——_— 

Aſſiſt thoſe that are at the pot 
of Death; and when their Strengt 
fails let not their Faith fail; ef 
Death, enable them to truſt in thee 
Shed thy particular Grace a 
Benediction upon all thoſe WW 
. 5 4. Partake 
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zrtakers of the Holy Communion 
mis Day, Wr 
That they may perſevere in all 
heir holy Purpoſes and Reſolutions, 
Id may conform themſelves to the 
Model of their crucified Saviour; 
That the Pattern of his Piety and 
Devotion, of his Humility and Clm- 
ity, of his Meekneſs and patient 
offering, may be lo lively imprint- 
ed upon our Minds, that we may 
Miranſcribe his Example in our Lives 
nd Converſations : 0 
1 That thus Commemorating his 
Al- ſufficient Sacrifice upon Earth, - 
re may receive the everlaſting Be- 
oefit of it in thy heavenly Kingdom, 
Ind blefs and praiſe thee for it to 
ul Eternity. Amen. q 


We cannot bettel couclods bur De- 


"Merit, than by offering 
Mind Thankfgivings for all t 
ad Bleſſings God hath. beſtowed upon 
Wall along in Life, particularly — 2 


14. 1h 


: * 


1 and were created. 
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Ineftimable Love in the Redemptio 
of the World by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
and what Heart, that is warm with; 
true Senſe of what his Saviour has done 
and ſuffered for him, can refuſe th 
humble Tribute of a moſt grateful Ac 
| Enowledgment * 


4 e es for God's Mer 
 Cies, Temporal and Spiritual, 


JRaiſe the Lord, O-my Soul, and 

I” all that is within me vraiſe hi 
Holy Name. Praiſe the Lord, Om 
Soul, and forget not all his Benefits 
Thou, O Lord, art alone Inf 
nite in all Excellencies and Perk 
ions, and therefore thou only-a 
the Eternal Object of the Adoriition 
and Praiſes of al thy Creatures. 
I deſite to praiſe and worſhip the: 
with all the Heavenly Hoſt, 5 ying 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of H - 
ven and Earth, thou haſt createdal 
things, and for thy 9 
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ol All Praiſe and Thankſgiving be 
tM:rcndred unto thee, for making me 
iter thy own Image and Likeneſs, 
Y:apable of loving thee, and enjoy- 
a ing thee eternally. _ oi 
'Y [| bleſs thee for the Light of my 
Reaſon, and all other Endowments 
ind Faculties of my Soul and Body. 
I bleſs thee for preſerving me 
+ from innumerable Accidents and 
Dangers, through the whole Courſe 
nYof my Life; for all my known and 
u1Yunobſerved Deliverances, and for the 
MEGuard thy Holy Angels have kept 
CNS itt. 5! 
[ bleſs thee for the Advantages 
of a pious Education, and for ſea- 
ſoning my tender Mind with early 
Notices of Virtue and Religion; 
bleſs thee for recovering me to 
ſenſe of my Duty, when Tfooliſh- 
ly ſtrayed from the Fountain of all 
Hlappineſs; and for thy unwearied 
UPatience towards me, after ſo many 
und ſo great Provocations. 
I bleſs 
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I bleſs thee for all the Comfort 
and Accommodations of Life whicllz 

thou haſt beſtowed upon me, wher o 

by my Pilgrimage in this World has 0 

been ſoftned and ſupported; 51 

And I adore thy wiſe Pravienc 

in all thoſe Afflict ions and Difap,j 

pointments with which thou haf 

thought fit to exerciſe me, and which i 

have brought me to that ſenſe of theelll { 

and of my ſelf, which tis likely n 

thing elſe would have done. 

_ : ' By. thee I have been holden up 
from the Womb, my Praiſe ſhall 
continually be of thee, 5 

Above all, I praiſe and magniſe 
thy hoſy Name fo or thy inexpreflible 

Love to ” oft Man, 

For ſending thy Son into the 

World to redeem us from a State of 

Sin and Miſery, by ee my a 


2 2. 


A. ee eee. 


= pl 


and dying in our ſtead, 
might be partakers of 8 dn 
Nature, and receive the Promiſes ol 


— QI 


eternal Life ; 


n . a. 


a 4 
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And for his inſtituting and or- 
Meaning Holy Myſteries as Pledges 
of this Love, and for a continual 
a temembrance of is Death to gur 
sreat and endleſs fort. 
ll As long as I Ive will 1 praiſe 
mee for theſe Wonders thou haſt 
uw done for the Children of Men, as 
along as I have any Being Twill ſhew 
ec forth thy noble Ads. 
of 1 bleſs thee for the Advantsges bf 
thy divine Revelations, that thou 
ug haſt not abandon'd me to the dim 
I light of my own' Reaſon, - but haſt 
Iven me thy holy Scriptures to in- 
he ruck me in what is neceſſary for 
IF nc to believe and practiſe, in or- 
der to my eternal Salvation. 
I praiſe thee for delivering me from 
Y Temptations too ſtrong for me, and 
for ſupporting me under many; 
TS For the Aſliſtance, and Direction, 
Ind Comforts of thy Holy Spirit, 
ON for thy preventing. and run 
Grace. 0 
| For 


— © — _ _ \ 
7 N n — — — — — 


— . ro 


— — —— — 


re ES ES. 


— ,, , 


ir Affections to the O 


me in all the Methods of ProCuring 
eternal Happinels. 


Ghoſt, by me and by all Angels, b 


ever and ever. 


part of the Communion-Office, we mu 


Form\of Prayer our Saviour has left 
us to help our Infirmities, which amn 
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For ſubduing my Underſtandin 
OO 


* \ 'S 


fires in my "Soul, and for aſliſtin 


For theſe and all other my Me 
cies and Favours, which are more 
than can be numbred ; Blefling and 
Honour, Thankſgiving and Praiſe 
be #1ven unto — moſt adora 
ble Deity, Father, Son, and Hol 


all Men and by all Creatures, fc 
Amen, 


When all have communicated, aud 
the Prieſt returns to the remaining 


be fure to accompany him with 0 


devouteſt Affections, and repeat alter 
him e Petitions of that perfect 


— Proper 
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poperly uſed in this Place; that his 
omprehenſive Words may prevail for 
ur Acceptance, provided they are at- 
ended with the ſincere and earneſt De- 
Wires of our Hearts. Nein 

The Prayer and Praiſe that follow 
J with great Propriety conclude this 
Fholy Action in imitation of our Savi- 
ur 's Pattern, who conclu- John . 
ted this his holy Inſtitu- Aar 28. 20, 

ion both with a Prayer pc 

Id a Hymn, and therefore ought to 
be offered with particular Intenſenefs 
and Application of Thought, that we 
may make ſome Amends for any Di- 
trations or Wanderings that may have 
overtaken us in the former part of the 
ervice. n 
The Bleſſing that only remains, Which 
pronounced by the Biſhop, if preſent, 
the Prieſt of prenteſt Dignity, mult 
be received in an humble Poſture, and 
vith ſilent Devotion, begging of God 
nat it may be effectual for our future 
Conduct in all the Circumſtances of ho- 
Obedience. N 1 


in 


4 
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A ſhort PRAxkR when the Con 


munion Service is ended, 


+ Ardon, O God, all thoſe Imp 
fections that have accompanic 
me at this time in my Attendance 
thy Altar; forgive the Deadneſs an 


Dulneſs of my Affections, the Wan. 
drings of my Thoughts, and thil;, 
Diſtractions of my Mind. | ly 


Let the Sincerity of my holy Pu 
poſes and Reſolutions make ſome! 
mends for my Weaknefs and Frailty 

O! let this Commemoration e 
my crucitied Saviour influence al 
my Thoughts, Words and Actions 
that my Converſation may be as be 
cometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

Reward me not according to m 

Deſerts, but according to my grea 
Neceſſities, and thy own rich Me 

cy in Jeſus Chriſt, to whom Wit 


thee, O God the Father, and ” 
t 


eee 
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e Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and 
ory, World without end. Amen. 
where Commünions are large, we 
may want ſome Exerciſes for the em- 
oying our devot Aﬀettions ; and the 
Mice for the Adminiſtration of the 


I”; 


Ue Holy Communion, contains ſuch a va- 
> ety of excellent Matter for Medita- 
uon, that it may not be improper to 


entertain our Minds, while others are 
ceving, with the Conſideration of 
ome particular Parts of it. This max 
poſſibly be ſometimes more uſeful than 
either theſe or any other Prayers; more 
eſpecially to ſuch as complain of cold- 
neſs and dulneſs in their Devotions; for 
Meditation naturally tends to warm our 
| Affections, and raiſe in our Minds a 
Spirit of Devotion. gary tpn 
For Example, ſuppoſe I had deter- 
XY mined to meditate on ſome part or parts 
of the Confeſſion, which begins thus, 
1 412bty God, Father of our Lord Jeſus 
it, Maker of all Things, Fudge of all 
Meri. Here I would ſtop and conſider 
well the import of theſe Words; they 
contain Four of God's moſt comprehen- 
live Titles. Firſt, he is here faid tobe 
. 3 | Almighty ;- 
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Almighty, Secondly, The Father af s 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, Thirdly, The Mak: 
and Creator of all Things; Fourthly, I 
Fudge of all Men. | The, Conſideratio 


: 


v6 


et) 


of the Firſt and Laſt will provoke us ti 


Godly Sorrow, andthe Second and Thin 


will excite our Hope in his Mercy. 8 
that from hence we may take occaſio 
to exerciſe Acts of Sorrow and Humi 
liation, of Hope and Love, c. thus 
J confider, O my God, that I have. offen 
ded thee, who art Almighty, and there 


fore able ro puniſb; but I conſidor tou 


that thou art the Father of our Lon 
Jeſus Chriſt, and therefore I cam 


doubr of 7 Love to me, and of thy rea 


Aineſs to forgive me who repent and tur 


Zo thee. Such Ejaculations might be 


formed from each of theſe Particulars 
or from any other Branches of the Com 


munion Office; but becauſe all People 
are not able to form ſuch Acts, I have 
taken the Liberty of adding ſeveralAds 


of the moſt conſiderable Vertues of 


Chriſtian Life; for no Moments of this 
holy Seaſon ſhould be loſt, all theſe 


to the greateſt Advantage, for they wil 
have a mighty Influence upon our ay 
Ed, yes 


rl 
(1 


al 


precious Minutes ſhould be huſbanded 
r 


enſe of Religion will ſtick cloſer to 
Ir Minds, when we mix again with 
i World and recurn to our fer 


mployments. by 


—_ 


Ade of FAITH. 


91 "24 17 1 


Believe, O God, that thou art 
an eternal incomprehenſible Spi- 
At, infinite in all Perfections, who 
Jdſt make all things out of nothing, 
Ind doſt govern them all by thy 
viſe Providence. * 
Let me always adore thee with 
Arofound Humility , as my Sove- 
| reign 
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reign Lord and help me IR | 
praiſe: thee: with Godlike Antec 
nd ſuitable Devotion he 4 
I believe, TN that i in the i þ 
of thy Godhead there is à Frini 
+ Perſons 5. that du art 50 
One, and 1 One E 
ſence, and . Perſons; :The dep 
of this Myſtery Icannot comprehend 
but I firmly: behevear, deazaloria 9 
haſt reveaſed it in thy: Holy Word 
who art infmite Truth; and T wil 
praiſe and adore tlie Holy 'Trinity 
to whoſe Service I was religiouſ 
dedicated in Baptiſm, as the j join 
Authors of my Salvation. 
I believe, O Bleſſed Teſus, tha 
thou art of one Subſtance with ti 
Father, the Very and Eternal God # 
that thou didſt take upon thee ou 
fal Nature; that thou didſt unh 
ſuffer, and wert crucitied, dead 4 

buried, to reconcile us to thy! Fa 
ther, and to be a Sacrifice for Sin, 
Lbelieve, O Almighty Love, that 
ACCOTC 


cording to the Types. and Prophe- 
SW: which went before of thee, and 
Kcording to thy own, infallible Pre- 
aion, thou di thy own Power 
e from the Dead the third Day, 
it thou didft afcend into Heaven, 
nat there thou ſitteſt on thy Throne 
Wi Glory, adored. by Angels, and in- 


S:rceding, for Sinner s. 
believe, O Lord, that thou baft 
lituted and ordained holy Myſte- 
18, as Pledges of thy Love, and for 
- © continual Commemoration, of thy” 
each; that thou haſt not only given 
y ſelf to die for me, but to be my 
it holy Sacrament, to my great 
Yd endleſs Comfort; Of may Fffe. 
ently approach thy Altars with 
Humility and Devotion * and work 
me all thoſe holy and heavenly 
ections, which become, the Re- 
embrance of a cruciſied Saviour. 
[ believe, O Lord, that thou haſt 
Wot abandon'd me to the dim Light 
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of my own Reaſon, to conduct nf 
40 Happineſs ; but that thou hy 
revealed inthe holy Scriptures whi 
ever is neceſſary for me to beliey 
and practiſe, in order to my Etet 
nal Salvation. 

O Truth Eternal Truth! I ame 
tirely ſatisfied in believing thy hol 

Mord, becauſe it came from thee, wh 

art infinitely Wiſe and Omniſcien 
and therefore canſt not be deceived 
who art infinitely Good, and ther 
fore wilt not deceive th Creatuts 

O how Noble and Excellent ar 
the Precepts! How Sublime and En 
lightning the Truths! How Perſuſ 
ſive.and Strong the Motives! Hon 
Powerful the Aſſiſtances of that Ho- 

Religion, in which thou haſt in- 
2 me! My delight ſhall be in 
thy Statutes, a0 I will not forget p 


thy Word. 
{believe. O Bleſſed Maſter, it_isi 


my greateſt Honour and Happineſs 


to be thy _—_ how —_ 
an 


e l 


d blind are all thoſe that live with- 
ut God in the World, who deſpiſe 
Je Light of thy oy Faith! Make 
e ready to part with all the Enjoy- 

zents of Life, nay even Life it {elf | 
ther than forfeit this Jewel of great 
rice: Bleſſed are the Sufferings 
Which are endured, Happy 1s tlie 
kath which is undergone, for hea- 
ly and immortal Truth'! 
[believe thou haſt threatned ever- 
ſting and unconceivable Torments 
thoſe who hold the Truth in Un- 
Ichteouſneſs, and who obey not the 
oſpel of Chriſt. O juſt Puniſhment 

WF thoſe who do not love thee! 
But if I believe this fatal Doom, 
lo- y am I not afraid of it? Why are 
n-W: Evils of the Body ſo much ſhun- 
in, and thoſe. of the Soul ſo little 
jetFearded> Why do I take ſo much 
Ins toavoidtheſhortand tranſitory 
15's of this Life, and ſo little pains 
els void thoſe which are Eternal? 
ble! believe thou haſt prepared, O 
nd | „ Lord, 
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Lord, for thoſe that love thee, e 
laſting Manſions of Glory; if I} 
lieve thee, O Eternal Happinel; 
why does any thing, appear dithcylf; 
that leads to thce? Why 1 
not willingly reſiſt unto "Blood: 
obtain thee? Why do the vain a 
empty Enjoyments of Liſe u 
ſuch faſt hold of me: O pe 

Time! why doſt thou thay k — 
and deceive me? O Bleſſed Et 
nity! when ſhalt thou be my Pe 


tion * ever? 


ASGs of Ho p E. 1 N 


My God! in all my Dange 
Temporal and Spiritual, Iw 

hope in thee; who art Almigb 
Power, and therefore able to relie 
me; who art Infinite Goodne 
and therefore ready and "ou | 
aſliſt me? 4 
Greater is thy Mercy, O Ble 
Fus. than * Wickedneſs 1 tl 
Goodnc 
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zodnefs exceeds the Number and 
einoufneſs of my Sins; greater is 
Ii Power, O God, than the Fury 
f my Enemies; therefore when 
y Fears preſs hardeſt 2 me, I 
0 put my Truſt and Confidence 
Wn thee. | 
O precious Blood of my dear Re- 
ugeemer! O gaping Wounds of my 
rucified Saviour! Who can con- 
S:mplate the Sufferings of God In- 

arnate, and not rale his Hope: and 
ot put his Truſt in them? | 
I trmly hope, O my God, for the 
ardon of all my Sms, which I 
eartily bewail and deteft; I firmly 
peeWope to obtain the Vertues and 
races of thy Holy Spirit, which 
ug an refolved ſincerely to endeavour 
fer; I wait and expect thy Eternal 
Flory, which ſhall always be the 
m of all my longing Deſires. 
what tho* my Body be crumbled 
Arto Duſt, and that Duſt blown 
rer the Face of the Earth, yet I 
H 2 undoubt- 
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e Lpow my Redeemer 
lives, and ſhall raiſe me up at the 
laſt Day. 

Whether I am comforted, or leſt 
deſolate ; whether I enjoy Peace, or 
am afflicted with Temptations; whe- 
ther I am healthful or ſickly, ſuc 
coured or abandon'd by the good 
things of this Life ; I will always 
Hope in thee, O my chiefeſt Infinite 


Altho* the Fig-tree ſhall not bloſ 
ſom, neither ſhall Fruit be in the 
Vines; altho' the labour of the 

Olive ſhall fail, and the Field 
yield no Meat ; although the Flock 
{ſhall be cut off from the Fold, and 
there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord, Iwi 
joy in the God of my Salvation. 
What tho' I mourn, and am aff 
Red here, and ſigh under the Miſerie 
of this World for a time, I am fur 
my Tears ſhall one Day be turned in 
to Joy, and that Joy none ſhall tak 


from me. 
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8 1 ſhould too much injure thy 
el Charity and thy Sufferings, O Blet- 
ſed Jeſus, if I had not a firm hope of 
working out my Salvation. 
orfl Great is the Malice of the Powers 
If Darkneſs, and great is my own 
Weakneſs; but 2 much greater is 
thy Goodneſs, d thy Might, O m 
gracious God! I will A. wor 
out my Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling; but as long as I live, 
hope in thy Mercy. 
O miſerable Wretch that I am ! If 
II hope, why do not my Endeavours- 
1djinfwer my king? If I hope to ob- 
tain the Grace of God to overcome 
my Follies, and to acquire all ne- 
ry Vertues, why do I not labour 
o fuch holy Purpoſes ? 
Whoever hopes for great things 
Mn this World, takes pains to attain 
riefliiem ; how can my hopes of Ever- 
ſur ſting Life be well grounded, if F 
in o not ſtrive and labour for that E- 
takt ernal Inheritance. 


H 3 I wilt 


5 


150 DEVOTIONs for 
Iwill never refuſe the meaueſt La- 


bours, while I look to receive ſuch 
glorious Wages; I will never repine 


at any temporal Loſs, while Jexped 
to gain ſuch Eternal Rewards. 
Bleſſed Hope! Be thou my chief 
Delight in Life. and then I ſhall 
be ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, alwa 


abounding in the Work of 
Sad * thou my Comfort and 


Support at the Hour of Death, and 
then I ſhall contentedly leave this 
World, as a Captive that 1s releaſed 


from his ! nent: 


Ads of Lo vk. 


| A gy and Everlaſting God 


thou art Infinite in all Excel 


lencies and Perfections, and there 


fore art the moſt proper Object ol 
the Love and Adoration of 1 
Souls: Thou art infinite in Good 
neſs and Loving-Kindneſs toward 
me, and therefore haſt the juſteſt 

claim to my Heart. O in 
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O infinite Amiableneſs! When 


hall I love thee without Bounds, 
without Coldnefs and Interruption, 


which, alas, ſo often ſeize me here 


below 2 Let me never ſuffer any 
Creature to be thy Rival, or to ſhare 
my Heart with thee; Let me have 
ro other God, no other Love, but 
only thee. 0 Wi | 
Whatever is amiable in the Crea- 
tures, is derived from thee; and is 


no farther amiable, than it bears 


ſome Impreſſion of thy Amiable- 


neſs ; their Goodneſs is imperfect, 


ind mix'd with much Evil, but 


thou only art perfectly Excellent, 


O let the World never more have 
place in my Heart! All my Affecti- 
ons J withdraw from that, to fix 
on thee. | 

O dear Jeſus, who didſt love me to 


uch a degree, that thou wert pleaſed 


for my ſake to endure a painful and 
hameful Death; how is it poſſible 1 


Jan live without loving thee ? 


H4 O how 
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O how much is it the Grief c 
my Heart, that my Love is ſo imper- 
fect, ſo little fix d upon the moſt de- 
ſerving Object! O when ſhall I love 
| thee to theutmoſt Capacity ofa Crea. 

ture, and praiſe thee to all Eternity! 
How afflicting is it to me, not to 
love thee as much as I deſire! Alas! 
when ſhall I love thee with all my 
Strength? When ſhall all carnal At- 


fections die in me, and all things be- 


Jonging to the Spirit live and grow 
in me? When ſhall I be willing to 
lay down my Life for thee, who haſt 
ſhed thy precious Blood for me? 

Grant, O God, that I may con- 
tinually exerciſe upon Earth what 
the bleſſed Saints practiſe with fo 
much fervour in Heaven ; the Glo- 
Ties and Pleafures of that happy 
Region would be imperfect, if the 
Flame of Love did not continually 
burn before thee. 

Whoever loves, deſires to pleaſe 
the beloved Object; and according 


10 


1-Y neſs of Deſire; make me, O God, di- 
"Hlizent and earneſt in pleaſing thee ; 
zelt me chearfully diſcharge the moſt 
Jnainful and coſtly Duties; and for- 
lake Friends, Riches, Eaſe, and Life 
toit ſelf, rather than diſobey thee. 
5 Whoever loves, deſires the Wel · 
Mare and Happineſs of the beloved 
object: But thou, O dear Jeſus, 
e canſt receive no Addition from my 
i imperfect Services; what ſhall I do 
to expreſs my Affection towards 
thee? I will relieve the Neceſſities 
of my poor Brethren, who are Mem- 
bers of thy Body; for he that loveth 
ati not his Brother whom he hath ſeen; 
l0Ftow can he love God whom he hath- 
0-Ynot ſeen? 
Iwill pray without ceaſing, and 
ne kriouſly meditate upon thy Pre- 
IYYeepts 3 I will hear thy Word with 
leverence and Attention, and re- 
leYrive the holy Sacrament with Hu- 
aillity and Devotion; for theſe. are 


2 H 5 the 
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to the degree of Love, is the great-. 
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the Methods thou haſt eſtabliſh'd off 
converſing with thee, of uniting us to 
thee, and are the only means where 
by I can enjoy thee here below. 

- Alas! how is all my Time un 
profitable, my Labour loſt, my A- 
ctions and Sufferings vain , whe 
they are not employed in thy Ser 
vice, when they are not endured fo 
the Love of thee my God ? 

I will long for thy Appearance 
O Bleſſed Jeſus, becauſe it will 
transform me into thy Likeneſs, be 
cauſe it will enter me into the ful | 
Enjoyment of thee, and unite me tc 
thee for ever: The utmoſt Labour! 

| 
t 


of all my Days is little enough, the 
Service of my whole Life ſhort e 
nough, and no more than ſufficient 
to ſecure this Eternal Inheritance. 
O Cracified Jeſus, in whom | 
live ; and without whom I die! mor 
tthe in me all ſenſual Deſires, en 
flame my Heart with thy holy Love 


that I may no longer eſteem the Va 
Ultles 


<#n”f Da VB d# AQ, et 
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M ities of this World, but place my 
affections entirely on thee. 

Let my laſt Breath, when my 
Soul ſhall leave my Body, breathe 
forth Love to thee, my God; I en- 
er d into Life without acknowledg- 
ing thee, let me therefore finiſh it | 
in loving thee ; O let the laſt Act | 
of Life be Love! | 


Ats of Conformity to the Wil L. Y . 
of Gop. FE 


Leſſed Will of God! how juſt, 
and upright art thou in all thy 


Determinations 2 How good and a- 
miable in all thy Diſpenſations? | 
| 
| 


they only love thee not, who know 
thee not, and they who know thee 
not, how miſerable are they > _ 
What art thou, O Lord? and 
what am I? Thou art all Wiſdom, 
[| am all Blindneſs and Ignorance : | 
Chuſe thou for me, let thy holy 
Will be done in me and by me, be- | 
H 6 cauſe 
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Cauſe if I ſhou'd chuſe and will for 
my ſelf, all would be Vanity, Raſh- 
neſs and Folly. ;Y 

Thou art a God infinite in Mercy 
and Loving-kindneſs, therefore wilt 
order all things to my greateſt Ad- 
vantage. Wo to me ! when my Will 
is not obedient and reſigned to thy 
Bleſſed Will in every thing. 

O my God, thou canſt will no- 
thing but that which is truly good, 
and I am capable of willing every 
thing that is monſtrouſly evil; [ 
therefore renounce my own Will! 
ſubmit to be intirely governed by 
thine, | 


The Deſigns of thy Mercy are to 


make me happy to all Eternity, and 
my perverſe Inclinations run after 
preſent Pleaſures, how contrary ſo- 
ever tliey may be to thy gracious 


Purpoſes. It is therefore reaſonable, 


O Lord, that I ſhould diſtruſt my 
own Guidance, and that thy bleſſed 
Will ſhquld direct all my Ways. 

Holineſs 


Holineſs is the Path my God hath 
chalked out to everlaſting Bliſs; 
may thy holy Will be accompliſh 
in me, and then J ſhall be ſanctified 
by thy Grace in this World, and 
glorified in the Enjoyment of thy 
ſelf in the next. 128 


Thy Will, O Bleſſed Jeſus, is 


that I ſhould avoid all Sin, and pu- 
tie my ſelf as thou art pure; my 
own Will does but too often prevail 
upon me to tranſgreſs thy holy 
Laws, which therefore I deteſt and 
ibbor. Thy Will ſhall be my Rule, 
becauſe 1t makes me do every thing 
that 1s good. 
How true is it, O my Jeſus, that 
thou art my Lord and Maſter, my 
Omnipotent Sovereign? How fir 
and reaſonable therefore is it, that, 
thy Will in every thing ſhould be 
my Choice and Satisfaction? 


Conſider well, O my Soul, that 


on two Wills depends either thy 


Happineſs or thy Miſery ; upon the 


Will 
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Will of God; thy Happineſs ; upon 
thy own Will, thy Miſery : Conf- 
der well to which thou chuſeſt to 
unite thy ſelf, becauſe eternal Hap- 
pineſs and eternal Miſery are of too 
great Importance to be neglected. 

Tis eaſie, O Lord, to ſubmit to 
thy Will,” when it is pleaſing and a- 
greeable to our Natures ; but cer- 
tainly i is not leſs our Duty when 
thou thinkeſt fit to try us with Dif- 
ficulties, and to contradict the Incli- 
nations of Fleſh and Blood. 
In all thy Sufferings, in thy pain- 
ful Crucifixion and ſhameful Death, 
O my dear Jeſus, thou didſt entire- 
ly reſign thy ſelf to the Will of thy 
Father. Shall I murmur againſt leſs 
Sufferings, which I have ſo much 
deſerved ? Shall I not quietly and 
patiently ſubmit to them? 

If I do not love thee, O my God, 

more than my ſelf, I am not worthy 
of thee; if I do not prefer thy Will 


to my own, it is much to be _ 
0 


Mn 
fi- 
.y 
* 
0 
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do not love thee; Oh my God, I 
will deny my ns to be made per- 
ſect in Love. 

Thy Will, O God, is thy bleſſed 
ſelf z they therefore, who refufe to 
follow thy Will, declare that thou 
ſhalt not reign over them, that Mey 
defire not the knowledge of t 
Ways. It is thee I defire, Guy Gol 
[| renounce my own Will therefore 
to follow thine. 


Ade of Vd ru in relation to 
the Paſſion of our Saviour. 


Hither has Love carried thee, 

O Bleſſed Jeſus > even to 

the painful and ſhameful Death of 
the Croſs for my ſake. O how im- 
perfect is my Love? if Afflictions or 
Croſſes are able to ſeparate me from 
thee? or if I am not willing to en- 
dure the greateſt Torments rather 
than forſake thee ? 1 
Thou 
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Thou wert, O Jeſus, ſo in Love 
with Sufferings for me, that rather 
than come down from the Croſs, 
thou didſt chuſe to expire upon it. 
Miſerable Wretch that I am ! How 
does my Fleſh and Blood ſtart at the 
very Appearance of a violent Death; 
tho it might be neceſſary as a Te- 
ſtimony of the Truth of my Affe 
ction towards thee ! : 

Thy ſacred Head was crowned 
with Thorns, and all thy Body 
plowed with Scourges, but my Sins 
and Folhes added Sharpneſs to them, 
and pierced thee and wounded thee 
more, than the Thorns and Scourges 
themſelves. O! I grieve, and love, 
when [I conſider my Iniquities drew 
upon thee all thy Sorrows-,. thoſe 
exquiſite Pains and Torments in thy 
Body! thoſe inexpreſſible Fears and 
Anguiſh in thy Soul! 

] do for ever, O Lord, deteſt and 
abjure thoſe Sins that were thy Tor- 


mentors, I will perſecute thoſe vile 
L uſts 
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Luſts and Affections that crucified 


thee, I will fly from all Appearance 
of Evil. | 21 5 Mo 396 

Is it poſſible not to love thee, O 
Blefſed Saviour, above all things, 
who haſt delivered me from ſuch 
imperious Maſters? Is it poſſible to 
remember that my Sins occaſioned 
all thy Grief, and ever to offend 
thee more? | 

What does my Soul long for ? 
What is the Deſire of my Heart? 
ls it poſſible that empty frail Crea 
tures only ſhould rejoice and delight 
it, when divine Love diſplays it ſelf 
in the bleeding Wounds of the ſut- 
tering Jeſus ? 

Let the Fire of divine Love burn 
bright in my Soul, never will 1 
ſearch for any other Fewel to nouriſh 
this holyFlame, than thy Scourges 
ind thy Thorns, than thy Reed and 
thy Croſs ! | 

Thy whole Life was ſpent in 
doing good, and ſo far from indul- 

Sing 
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ging the Pleaſures of Senſe, that 
thou hadſt not where to lay-th 
Head ; and whoever frequents the 
Chriſtian Sacrifice, muſt be con 
vinced at what a rate thou didſt 
value the Welfare of Mankind; fo 
thou didſt willingly embrace all 
forts of Sufferings in order to ac 
compliſh it. 

What Folly and Raſhneſs is i 
therefore for me to be always ca- 
reſſing my ſelf with ſenſual Enjoy 
ments, to be ſpending my Eſtate 
in Jölty, in Splendor, in Folly 
and Luxury, which ought to be 
employed in doing good to the}. 
Souls and Bodies of Men! How 
unlike is this to that Example 
thou haſt ſet before me, and to 
that Diſpoſition of Mind thou re- 
quireſt of me? | 
Alas! Suffering can only affright 
thoſe that conſider themſelves, and 
not thee; that love themſelves, and 
not thee. O my crucified Jen * 
| u 


[ 
( 
[ 
| 
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haThou wert made perfect thro' Suf- 
rings, and can I behold and love 
Mich a bleſſed Pattern, and not de- 
fre to ſuffer with thee, and to die 
for thee ? 

Who can fathom this Abyſs of 
Divine Love? I am the Criminal, 
and thou, O Bleſſed Jeſus, art cru- 
cited: What ought I not to have 
tY {uffered, to have gained an Intereſt 
in thee? And yet what haſt thou 
not ſuffered to purchaſe ſuch a 
Wretch as I am 2 | 

I have offended thee, and thou re- 
concileſt me with thy own Blood; 
| occaſioned thy Death, and thou 
orveſt me Life: Was there ever 
le any Love like that Love which my 
to Lord and my God has ſhewed to- 
e-Y wards me? | 

When I conſider thee, O dear Je- 
t'Y us, what thou art in thy ſelf, and 
di what thou art to me, I feel my ſelf 
dF conſtrained to. love thee. Where 
;M [1411 I diſcover greater — 
4 an 
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and Perfections to raiſe my Admi 
ration? Where fhall I find greateefi 


Bounty and Goodneſs to engage m 
Affections ? 9 


Aci of HUMILITY. 


My God ! Thou art the eter 
nal Source of all Excellen 
and Perfection; and I, miſerable 
Wretch! what am I Nothing but 
poor Duſt and Aſhes, Folly and Va- 
nity. It 1s reaſonable therefore ] 
thould * Gann becauſe thou art 
infinitely above me ; that I ſhould 
ſubmit to-thee in all things, without 
grudging, without murmuring, be- 
cauſe thou art infinite Wiſdom. 
Bleſſed Humility ! When ſhall IF 
poſſeſs thee? When ſhall I enjoy that 
Tranquillity of Mind, which is only 
found among thoſe that love and o- 
bey thee ? When ſhall I be adorned 
with that Comelineſs and Beauty, 
which thou only canſt beſtow 2" 


ll 


[5 \ 
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What have I, O Lord, whereof to 


glory? If of my Body, it is nothing 


but vile Clay, moulded by thy Om- 
potent Hand, and muſt return to 


MWottenneſs, and be the Food of 


Worms ; if of my Mind, it is the 
Breath of Life infuſed-by thee, and 
by my own Folly made full of Sin 
ind Wickedneſs. I have gone aſtray 
from the Womb, and in Sin did my 
Mother conceive me. 92 
All the Good I poſſeſs comes from 
thee; if my outward Man has any 
Advantages above others, it is the 
effect of thy Bounty; from whence 
proceeds Health and Strength, Beau- 
ty and Comelineſs, and upon thy 
Will they depend, to be recalled at a 
Moment: If my Mind has the leaſt 
Excellency, it is thy Gift, who didſt 
endue me with Reafon and Grace: 
All that is my own, is the abuſe of 
thy Favours; and whatever is bad 
in me, is properly mine. 
Jam unworthy, O Lord, =_ 
| Y 


— 
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thy Gifts, by reaſon of my Vileneſſi 
and Ingratitude; I do wat deſerv{Þ 
the Air I breathe i in, becauſe T hay} 
infected it as it were with noiſomMA\ 
Luſts; I do not deſerve the Bread Wl: 
eat, becauſe my Table has become: 
Snare, and the good Creatures tho 
haft given me for Refreſhment have 
Rag abuſed to Luxuty and Senſua 
lity. 
O let me conſider what Fain by 
Nature, frail and weak; what Lam 
by Sin, odious and contemptible in 
thy ſight : And let this Knowledge 
of my Self ſuppreſs and mortifie al 
proud and vain Thoughts; let 3 
Senſe of my own Vileneſs and Un 
worthineſs humble my {elf as it were 
in Duſt and Athee, 
It is the ſincere defire of my Soul 
0 bleſſed Jeſus! It is the firm choice 
of my! Wil, to be rather a Door 
keeper in the Houſe of my God, than 
to dwell inthe Tents of Wickedneſs 
11 will, nat ꝓlace my Pleaſure and 
; Satisfaction 


0 
0 
a 
| 


ne 
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catisfaRtion | in the Praiſe of Men, 
becauſe it is an uncertam Breath of 
Air, apt to ſwell me with Pride and 
Vanity; and is the effect of Civility 


and Charity, rather than of what 


deſerve. I will, in all my Actions, 
:ndeavour to pleaſe theez tho it be 
attended with Ignominy and Re- 
proach, and tho 1 thereby become 
the Contempt of the Scornful. 

O let me bear the Injuries and Af. 


fronts of bad Men Shes Patience and 


Meekneſs, becauſe I have deſerved 


AM much, worſe Treatment from thee. 
Let me receive the Reproofs and Ad- 


1 monitions 
fulneſs, 27 I 
need of them, and that they are ſo 


— FS he with Thank- 
ſtand ſo much in 


proper to correct my Follies. 
O let me never inſult over the 

Follies and Sins of my Fellow Chri- 

ſtians, becauſe L am liable to the 


ſame Temptations; Let me pity and 
compaſſionate their Misfortunes, be- 


cauſe if [ am not plung'd in the 
N 18 oY {ame 
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fame Gulph of Miſery, it is whollyf 


owing to thy Grace which has pre. 


ſerv'd me, to thy Almighty Hand] 


which has held me up. 
How didſt thou condeſcend, O 
dear Jeſus, to be born in a Stable, 
to lead a Life deſtitute of all Com- 
forts and Accommodations, to die 
upon a Croſs, and all this for the 
good of thy ſinful Creatures, and 
hall I think any Labour too grie- 
vous, any Office too mean, whereby 
I may be able to promote the Tem- 
poral and Eternal Happineſs of my 
Neighbour ? | 

Without thee, O Jeſus, I can do 
nothing! Inſpire me with that Hu- 
mility which thou haſt raught by 


thy Precepts, and by thy own Ex- 


ample , I will endeavour to 1mitate 
thy ſtate of Humiliation here upon 
Earth, that I may partake of thoſe 
Glories thou now doſt poſſeſs at the 


right Hand of thy Father. 


A PRAYER 


— — — — — 


| 
| 
pa 
| 
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4 Praver which may be uſed 
at any time in the Week, be- 
fore the Sunday or Holy-day 
on which we deſign to com< 
municate, and which may pro- 
perly be annex d to our Morn- 


ing Devotions at ſuch times. 


FOST Gracious and Merciful 
God, who haft by thy Mini- 
ſter given me an invitation to thy 
Heavenly Feaſt, grant me Grace to 
approach thy holy Myſteries with 
penitential Preparation, and with a 
Heart fully diſpoſed to ſerve and o- 
bey thee all the Days of my Life. 
Enable me, O my God, I moſt 
humbly beſeech thee, to examine 
the ſtate of my own Mind, to com- 
pare my Actions with the Rule of 
thy Laws, that nothing contrary to 
thy holy Will = ever find a — 
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led Abode in my Soul; thou know. 
eſt all that Load of Impiety and Quilt 
under which I lie, help me there- 
fore ſo impartially to judge and con- 
demn my ſelf, fe humbly to repent 
and beg Pardon, that I may not be 
condemned at thy dreadful Tribu- 
nal: But alas! after the moſt ſtrid 
Examination we can make, who can 
number his Impieties? who can tell 
how oft he offendeth? Cleanſe me 
therefore, O Lord, from my ſecret 
Faults, which in general J renounce 
and bewatl. = 29 

O my God, who alone canſt or- 
der the unruly Wills and Affections 
of ſinful Men, be pleaſed to change 
my ' Heart into an entire Love of 
thee, that I may be unfeignedly ſor- 
ry for having offended: thee, who 

art infinite Goodneſs, that with a 

broken and contrite Heart I may 

grieve, and mourn, and repent for 
all my former Sins, and may for ever 
forſake them, and for the future ſted- 


= - faſt 


faftly purpoſe to lege ner Lift, chat 
1 may renew my Baptiſmal Vow, 
and hereafter live as x ſworn Votary 
Oe Puke, fark my 
Sout i» toely Frith in "eby March 
thr Chriſt, a ſtedfaſt Belief of alt 
thy Love to Sinners, and an affe- 
ctionate Reliance on che Merits and 
Mediation of thy erueifiec Son; of 
my being accepted in the Beloved, 
for whom F will ever adore and 
praiſe tee. „ e - 38K 
O my cracified God, thou Soye- 
reign Inflammative of Love, let che. 
remembrance of thy Death ſet all the 
Powers of my Soul on work, that” 
I may deſire and pant after thee, 
that I may admire and adore” thee, 
that I may take heavenly Delight in 
thy gracious Prefence, that with 
Praife and Thankſgiving T may re- 
ceive thee into my Heart, and al- 
ways entertain thee with pious Dif- 
poſitions, and devout Affecłkions. 
9 1 I +. 
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Lſee, O Bleſſed Jeſus, in the Me- 


didſt forgive me, and didſt love me 
when I was thy Enemy; give me 
Grace to love my Neighbour, and 
to be in Charity with all Men; to 
forgive all my Enemies, and to be 
at Peace with all the World, as I de- 
fire to be loved, and forgiven, and to 
be at Peace with thee. All that have 
any way injured me I freely forgive 
for thy ſake, O Lord; and if I have 
wronged or injured my Neighbour, 
give me Grace to beg his Pardon ; 


and, as I have Opportunity, to make 


him Satisfaction and Reſtitution ac- 
cording to my Power. Whenever 
I ſee any of thy poor Members Hun- 
ry, or Naked, or in Diſtreſs, let the 
membrance of thy Love in dying 
for me engage me to contribute all 
I can to their Relief, may they ever 
liberally partake of what I enjoy, 
ſince thou wert ſo liberal of thy m- 
eſtimable Blood for me. 


Thus 


morial of thy Sufferings, how thou 


5 2 3 ” mm 1 OY 


the ALTAR. 173 
Thus prepared, O Lord, let me 
approach thy holy Table, and fo 
eat the Fleſh of thy dear Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, and drink his Blood, that 
my ſinful Body may be made clean 
by his Body, and my Soul waſh'd 
thro his moſt precious Blood, that 
I may evermore dwell in him, and 
he in me. Amen. 


APRAYER in our Retirement 
after we are returned home 
from the Lord's Table, which 
may be added to our Evening 
Devotion. 


Acknowledge, O Lord, my God! 
with all thankfulneſs of Heart, 
thy great Mercy and Goodneſs com- 
municated to me this Day, in gi- 
ving me an Opportunity of ap- 
proaching thy holy Table, and in 
diſpoſing my Mind to commemorate 
the infinite Love of my crucified 
13 Saviour, 
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Saviour, to render him Thanks und 
Praiſe for laying down his Life as a 
Sacrifice for — Sins of the World, 
and to repreſent unto thee that Sa- 
critice as a full Satisfaction for them, 
whereby thou doſt incline me hum- 
bly to hope for all the Benefits of 
his Death and Paſſion. 

How many, O Lord, turn a deaf 
Ear to all the preſſing Exhortations of 

thy Miniſters; and being influenced 
by. the Cares, and Riches, and Plea- 
fures of Life, when they are invi- 
ted, refuſe to come? How many pious 
and devout Souls are deprived of 
the bleſſed Advantage of this [his beſt 
and moſt ſolemn Act of — 
and how many ſincere and faithful 
Chriſtians are oppreſſed with Scru- 
ples, de jected with Fears, ſo that 
they dare not venture to partake of 
the holy Myſteries ? 

| What Thanks therefore , matt 

racious Cod, can I return unto 


hy ne . for impreſſing 


2 Senſe 
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a Senfe of my Duty upon my Mind, 
and for that Strength and Power 
whereby thou haft in ſome Mea- 
ſure enabled me to perform it. I 
will praiſe and magnifie thy great 
and glorious Name, and I will en- 
tirely devote my ſelf to thy Service 
as long as I have any Being. 

Bleſled be thy Name for tnoie 
freſh Supplies of Grace I have re- 
ceived at thy Altar, grantthat they 
may make me'run the way of thy 
Commandments with Delight and 
Pleaſure; that I may never any 
— faint, or droop, or tire in my 

uty. 

Bleſſed be thy Name for thoſe 
comfortable Aſſurances thou haſt g1- 
ven me of Pardon and Forgiveneſs. 
Let this thy compaſhonate Goodneſs 
be a perpetual Obligation to Love 
and Gratitude. Let it put me up- 
on my guard, that I may watch o- 
ver all my ways, and do always that 
which is well pleaſing in thy fight. - 

14 Bleſcd 


— — 
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Bleſſed - be thy Name for that 
Peace and Quiet thou haſt reſtored 
to my Soul, for thoſe Reſolutions 
thou haſt wrought i in me to perſe- 
Vere in thy Service to the end of 
my Days; make them firm, vigo- 
rous, and conſtant, and let never 
any ſinful Paſſions any more ruffle 
and diſcompoſe my Mind. 

- Bleſſed be thy Name for chat 
Reliſh thou haſt given me of ſpi- 
ritual Delights, that Defire of 
poſſeſſing the eternal Inheritance X 
let the Enjoyments of Senſe appear 
mean and contemptible , and let 
not the Pleaſures of the World any 
more prevail upon me to traniguels 
thy holy Laws. 

Grant, O Lord, that I may walk 
worthy of theſe thy diſtinguiſhing 
Mercies, and live as becomes the 
Redeemed of the Lord. Without 
thee, O Bleſſed Jeſus, I can do no- 
thing ; without thee who art the 


Sun of Righteouſneſs I ſhall walk 
in 
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in Darkneſs; without thee who art 
the Phyſician of Souls I ſhall lan- 
guiſn and die ; without thee who 
art the Joy of all devout Minds 1 
ſhall conſume ' my Days away in 
Sadneſs. Remain therefore, O Lord, 
and abide with me for ever, I ſhall 
then — — — = thy Will in 
this Life, and thereby be qualified 
to partake of thy Glories to all E. 
ternity in the next. Amen, Amen. 
Since it is poſſible this little Treatiſe 
may fall into Hands that may be 
ſtitute of helps for Family Devorion,, ' 
I have 444 a Morning and Eve- 


ning Prayer for ſuch Occaſions.” = 
A Morning Prayer for a Family. 


O Eternal God, Creator and 
Preſerver of all Mankind, Gi- 
ver of all ſpiritual Grace, the Au- 
thor of everlaſting Life; we thine 
unworthy Servants entirely defire 
L's _- 


— 
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to praiſe. —_— for all the Ex- 
| of thy Bounty towards us. 
We give thee Thanks t thou haſt 
Preſerued ms from _ and great 
encompafled; Halt brought 
us ſafe to the Light of this Day, 
and that thou halt refreſhed us 
the paſt Night with quiet Reſt 
and Slerp: above all, bleſſed 
be thy Love that gave thy Son 
to die for our Sins, to put us. 
in a Way of being happy, if we 
would:obey thee. 2 after all our 
wilful. Refaſals of thy Grace ſtill 
Hath Pattence with us, Fax Haft ad- 
ded this one Day more to all we. 
have miſpent already, to ſee if we 
Will finiſn the Work thou haſt ſet 
us to do, and fit our ſelyes for eter - 

+ Glory. 

* Pardon, good Lord, all our for- 
2 mer Sins and all our abuſes of thy 
Forbearanee and Long - ſuffering, for 


which we. are now ſorry at our 
£ . Hearts; 7. 


— 


Hearts; give us Grace to lead more 


holy Lives, and to be more careful 
in improving all future Opportuni- 


ties: Make thy ſelf preſent to our 
Minds, and let thy Love and thy 


Fear rule in our Souls in all thoſe 
Places and Companies, where our 


Occaſions ſhall lead us this Day. 


Keep us chaſte in all our Thoughts, 


temperate in all our Enjoyments, 


humble in all our Opinions of our 


ſelves, charitable in all our Speeches 
of others, meek and peaceable un- 


der all Provocations , fincere and 
faithful in all our Profeſſions, and 
ſo juſt and upright in all our Dea- 
lings, that no Neceſſity may force, 
nor Opportunity in any kind allure 
us to defraud or go beyond our 


Neighbours. When thou beſtoweſt 
Good on others, let us not envy but 


rejoice in it, and when thou addeſt 


any to our ſelves, let us own thy 
— and humbly thank thee 
Or It. 


I 6-. Aﬀord 8 
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Afford us convenient Supplies in 
all our reaſonable Neceſſities, and 
protect us againſt the Approach of 
all Dangers: Make us diligent in 
all our Affairs, and give ſuch Suc- 
ceſs to all our lawful Endeavours, 
as thou ſeeſt moſt expedient for us; 
teach us contentedly to ſubmit, and 
not to repine at any thing that hap- 
pens by the Allotment of thy wiſe 
Providence. | 
In all our paſſage through this 
World and our manifold Concerns in 
it, ſuffer not our Hearts to be too 
much ſet upon it; but always fix 
our Eyes upon the bleſſed hope, that 
as we go along we may make all 
the things of this World miniſter 
to it, and be careful above all things 
to fit our Souls for that pure and 
perfect Bliſs, which thou haſt pre- 
pared for all that love and fear thee, 
in the Glories of thy Kingdom. 
Give thy Grace, moſt merciful 
God, to all the World, and let " 
w 
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who are redeemed by the Blood of 
thy Son, acknowledge thee to be the 
Lord, and become his Worſhippers 
and faithful Servants. Make all 
Chriſtians conſcientious Practiſers of 
that Holineſs they profeſs; and a- 
bove all inſpire them with uniting 
Principles and charitable Hearts, 
that by their loving one another, 
as thou haſt loved us, all the World 
may know they are thy Diſciples 
Let all Governours rule with Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Juſtice, and Subjects obey 
with Love and Chearfulneſs. Let 
the Prieſts of the Lord be exempla- 
ry in their Lives, and diſcreet and 
diligent in their Labours, having a 
moſt compaſſionate Love of Souls; 
and let the People be humble and 
tractable, moſt deſirous to hearken 
and fully bent to follow wiſe In- 
ſtructions. Relieve the afflicted and 
thoſe that are in want, aſſiſt them 
contentedly to depend on thee. 
Raiſe Friends to the Widows and 

: -  Father- 
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Fatherleſs, the Priſoners and Captives 
and all that groan under any Op- 
preſſion. Give Repentance , Pati- 
ence, and Reſignation to all that lie 
upon Beds of Sickneſs, and eaſe 
witen thou ſeeſt it convenient for 
them. Speak Peace to troubled Con- 
ſciences by delivering them from 
their cauſeleſs Soruples, and by 
making them conſtant in the Pra- 
@&we of Holineſs. Bleſs all our 
Friends, who are eſpecially en- 
deared to us by their Kindneſſes, 
all our Relations according to the 
Fleſh, all that particularly pray for 
us, or deſire our Prayers. Teach 
us all to aſk what thou approveſt, 
and then grant us whatſoever is 

alked. Wy. 
Prevent us in all our Actions, 
guard us againſt all Dangers, re- 
Iieve us in all Straights, and grant 
that we may always make thee our 
Confidence, and take all things well 
that thou ordereſt for us. Shorten 
our 
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our Sorrows, and deliver us from 
all our Sins, and fit us all for tat 
eternal which thou haſt 
prepared for us, for Jeſus's Sake, in 
whole holy Name. and Words we 
farther pray unto thee. 
n &c. 


The Grace. of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Love of God, the Fel- 
lowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt be with 
us this. — for evermore. Amen. 


An Evening Prayer for a Family 


LImighty God, Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Maker of 

all 8 Judge of all Men. We 
acknowledge and bewail our mani- 
fold Sins and Wickedneſs, which 
we from time to time moſt griev- 
ouſly have committed by Thought, 
Word and Deed againſt thy Divine 
Majeſty, provoking moſt juſtly thy 
Wrath and Indignation againſt us; 


we 
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we do earneſtly repent, and are 
heartily ſorry for theſe our Miſdo- 
1hgs, and the Remembrance of them 


is grievous unto us. #1 

Have Mercy upon us, O Lord, 
after thy great Goodneſs, according 
to the Multitude of thy Mercies do 
away our Offences ; Waſh us tho- 
roughly from our Wickedneſs, and 
cleanſe us from our Sins; create and 
make in us new and contrite Hearts, 
that we worthily lamenting our 
paſt Follies, and acknowledging our 
Wretchedneſs, may obtain of thee, 
the God of all Mercy, perfect Re- 

miſſion and Forgiveneſs. 

Grant us, O Lord, the Aſſiſtance 
of thy Holy Spirit, that for the time 
to come, we may think and do ſuch 
things as be rightful; that we who 
cannot do any thing that is good 
without thee, may by thee be en- 
abled to live according to thy Will; 
that thy Grace may always ſo pre- 
vent and follow us, as to make us 
conth 
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continually to be given to all good 


Works... And thou, O God, who 


knoweſt-us to be ſet in the midſt 


of ſo many and great Dangers, that 
by Reaſon of the Frailty of our Na- 
ture we cannot always ftand up- 


right; grant to us ſuch Strength 2 


and Protection as may ſupport us in 
all Dangers, and carry us thro' all 
Temptations. 

Help. us, O Lord, to withiand 
the Aſſaults of the Enemies of our 
Salvation, the World, the Fleſh and 
the Devil, and with pure. Hearts 
and Minds to follow thee the only 
God. Graft in our Souls the Love 
of thy Name, increaſe in us true 
Religion, nouriſh us with all Good- 
neſs, and of thy great Mercy keep 
us 1n the ſame. And thou, O God, 
whoſe never failing Providence or- 
dereth all things both in Heaven 
and Earth; put from us, we be- 
leech thee, all hurtful things, and 


give us thoſe things which are pro- 
fitable 


- 
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fitable for us: And fince tis thou 
alone canſt order the unruly Wills 
and Affections of finful Men, grant 
that we may love the things which 
thou commandeft, and defire that 
which thou doft promiſe, that 
fo among the ſundry and mani- 
fold Changes of the World, our 
Hearts may ſurely there be fix d, 
where true Joys: are to be found. 
Diſpoſe us by all the Means of 
Grace we enjoy, to attain that ever- 
laſting Salvation thou haſt promi- 
fed ; that we may both-perceive and 
know thoſe things which we ought 
to do, and may have Grace and 
Power faithfully to fulfil the ſame. 
Teach us, O Lord, fo to num- 
ber our Days, that we may apply 
our Hearts unto Wiſdom ; and 
grant that neither the Splendour of 
any thing that is great, nor the Con- 
ceit of any thing that is good in us, 
may any way withdraw our Eyes 
from looking upon our ſelves as = 
. U 
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ful Duſt and Aſhes, but that we 
may ꝓreſs forward towards the Prize 
of the high- calling that is before 
us, with Faith and Patience, with 
Humility and Meekneſs, with Mor- 
titication and Self- denial, with Cha- 
rity and conſtant Perſeveranee to the 
End; that ſo when we ſhall depart 
this Life, we may ſleep in the Lord, 
and at the General Reſurredtion in 
the laſt Day may be found accept- 
able in thy Sight, and receive chat 
Bleſling which thy beloved Son {hail 
then confer upon all thoſe that truly 
love and fear thee. 18 

Charge thy holy Providence, O 
Lord, we humbly befeech thee, with 
us this Night, and by thy great Mer- 
cy defend us from all the Perils and 
Dangers of it. Keep us both out- 
wardly in our Bodies, and inwardly. 
in our Souls, that we may be de- 
fended from all Adverſities that may 
happen to the Body, and from all evil. 
Thoughts that may aſſault and hurt 
the Soul, Extend 
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Extend thy Goodneſs, O Lord, to 
the whole Race of Mankind; have 
Mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Infi- 
dels and Hereticks; take from them 
all Ignorance, hardneſs of Heart, 
and contempt of thy Word; and ſo 
fetch them home to thy Flock, that 


they may be ſaved among the Rem- 


nant of the true Iſraelites. Grant 
unto all them that are admitted into 
the Fellowſhip of Chriſt's Religion, 
that they may eſchew thoſe things 
that are contrary to their Profeſſion, 
and follow all ſuch things as are a- 
greeable to the ſame. Let thy con- 
tinual Pity cleanſe and defend thy 
Church, and becauſe it cannot con- 
tinue in Safety without thy Succour, 
preſerve it evermore by thy Help 
and Goodneſs. Bleſs all our Gover- 
nours both in Church and State, that 
in their ſeveral Stations they may 
be uſeful and ſerviceable to thy Glory 
and the publick Good. We make 


our humble Supplications to an 
* 


——_— : 
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for all our Benefactors, Friends and 
Relations, and alſo for our very E- 
nemies; let thy Fatherly Hand be 
ever over them, let thy Holy Spirit 
be ever with them, and ſo lead them 
in the Knowledge and Obedience of 
thy Word, that in the end they a 4 
obtain everlaſting Life. Look wi 
an Eye of Pity and Compaſſion up- 
on all thoſe who are any ways affli- 
cted in Mind, Body, or te, 
give them Patience under all their 
Sufferings, and in thy due time a 
happy iſſue out of all their Affli- 
ctions. | | 

And as we pray unto thee, O 
God, for our ſelves and others, ſo 
we deſire to bleſs and praiſe thy 
holy Name for all thy Goodneſs and 
loving Kindneſs to us, and to all 
Men. We give thee hearty Thanks 
for the Preſervation of us this Day 
paſt, and the reſt of our Lives from 
innumerable Accidents and Dangers, 
for the Comforts and Conveniences 
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as well as the Neceſſaries of Lise. 
But above all, we laud and magnifie, 
and adore thy Goodneſs, in the Re- 

dempt ion of the World by the Death 
and Paſſion of our Saviour Chrift, 
oth God and Man; who did hum- 
ble himſelf even to the Death upon 
the Croſs, for us miſerable Sinners, 
who lay in Darkneſs and in the Sha- 
dow of Death, that he might make 
us the Children of God, and exalt 
us to everlaſting Life. Teach us 
to expreſs our kfulneſs by ſub- 
mitting our ſelves entirely to his 
holy Will and Pleaſure, and by ſtu- 
dying to ſerve him in true Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs all the Days of 
our Life. Accept, O Lord, of theſe 
our Prayers and Praiſes, in and tho- 

rough the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, 
who has taught us w we pray, 
to ſay, % 
- Our Father, &c. 
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